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When | had emptied to the dregs the cup of human suffering, | wasled to consider the wretchedness of thisworld, and the
fearful consequences of our first parents disobedience. Then | saw that there was no hope of repentance for mankind, that they
were getting worse day by day, and that for their impenitence God's everlasting punishment was hanging over them; and | made
haste to withdraw myself from the evil world, to bid farewdl| to it, and to devote myself to the service of God.

When | had spent some years at the monastery, | found that after | had performed my work and my daily devotions| till had
sometime on my hands. This| did not wish to passin idleness, lest my evil thoughts should lead meinto new sins, and o |
determined to useit for the study and investigation of those natural secrets by which God has shadowed out eternd things. So |
read a great many booksin our monastery written in olden times by philosophers who had pursued the same study, and was
thereby stimulated to amore ardent desire of knowing that which they aso knew. Though | did not make much progress at
firgt, yet at last God granted my earnest prayer, and opened my eyesthat | might see what others had seen before me.

In the convent there was a brother, who was afflicted with a severe disease of the kidneys, and to whom none of the many
physicians he had consulted had been able to give even momentary relief. So he had committed himself to the hand of God,
and despaired of dl human aid.

Asl loved him, | gathered al manner of herbs, extracted their salts, and distilled various medicines. But none of them seemed
to do him the dightest good, and after six years| found that | had tried every possible vegetable substance, without any
beneficia effect.

At last | determined to devote mysdlf to the study of the powers and virtues which God haslaid into metals and minerdsand
the more | searched the more | found. One discovery led to another, and, after God had permitted unto me many experiments,
| understood clearly the nature and properties, and the secret potency, imparted by God to minerals and metals.

Among the mineral substances | found one which exhibited many colours, and proved to be of the greatest efficacy in art. The
spiritual essence of this substance | extracted, and therewith restored our sick brother, in afew days, to perfect hedth. For the
strength of this spirit was so great as to quicken the prostrate spirit of my diseased brother, who, from that day to the day of his
death, remembered mein hishourly prayers. And his prayers, together with my own diligence, so prevailed with God, that
there was reveded to me that great secret which God ever concedls from those who are wise in their own conceits.

Thus have | been wishing to reved to you in thistrestise, asfar as may be lawful to me, the Stone of the Ancients, that you,

too, might possess the knowledge of this highest of earthly treasuresfor your hedlth and comfort in thisvalley of sorrow. | write
about it, not for my own good, but for that of posterity, and though my words be few and smple, that which they import is of
immeasurable magnitude. Ponder them well, that you aso may find the Rock which isthe foundation Stone of truth, the
tempora blessing, and the eternd reward.

TheTract

of

Basilius Valentinus, the Benedictine,

Concerning the Great Stone of the Ancient Sages.



In the preface, gentle Reader, and zea ous Student of this Art, | promised to communicate to you a knowledge of our Corner
Stone, or Rock, of the process by which it is prepared, and of the substance from which it was aready derived by those
ancient Sages, to whom the secret of our Art wasfirst reveded by God for the hedlth and happiness of earthly life.

Let meassureyou that | fully intend to fulfil my promise, and to be as plain with you asthe rules of our Art permit, not
mideading you by sophistical deceptions, but opening up to you the spring of al blessings even unto the fountain heed. |
proposeto st forth what | haveto say in afew smple, straightforward words, for | am no adept in the art of multiplying
words; nor do | think that exuberance of language tends to clearness; on the contrary, | am convinced that it is many words
that darken council. Let metdl you, then, that athough many are engaged in the search after this Stone, it is nevertheless found
but by very few. For God never intended that it should become generally known. It israther to be regarded asa gift which He
reserves for those favoured few, who love the truth, and hate falsehood, who study our Art earnestly by day and by night, and
whose hearts are set upon God with an unfeigned affection.

Hence, if you would prepare our great and ancient Stone, | testify unto you in al truth that you must give diligent heed to my
teaching, and before al thingsimplore the gracious blessing of the Creator of dl things. Y ou must dso truly repent you of al
your sins, confessing the same, and firmly resolve to lead agood and haly life. It isaso necessary that you should determineto
shew your gratitude to God for His unspeakable Gift, by succouring the poor and the distressed, and by opening your hand
and your heart to the needy. Then God will bless your labour, and reward your search with success, and yourself with aseat in
Heaven asthefruit of your faith.

Do not despise the truthful writings of those who possessed the Stone before us. For, after the enlightening grace of God, itis
from them that | received my knowledge. Let your study of them be increased and repeated often, lest you lose the thread of
ingght, and the lamp of understanding be extinguished.

Give yoursdf whally to study, and be not flighty or doubleminded. Let your mind belike afirm Rock, inwhich dl the various
sayings of the Sages are reduced to the unity of their common meaning. For aman who iseadly influenced in different
directionsisnot likely to find the right path.

Asour most ancient Stoneis not derived from combustible things, you should cease to seek it in substances which cannot stand
the test of fire. For thisreason it is absurd to suppose that we can make any use of vegetable substances, though the Stone,
too, is endowed 'with aprinciple of growth.

If our Stone were avegetable substance, it would, like other vegetables, be consumed by fire, leaving only acertain sat.
Ancient writers have, indeed, described our Stone as the vegetable Stone. But that name was suggested to them by the fact
that it grows and increasesin size, like aplant.

Know aso that animals only multiply after their kind, and within their own species. Hence our Stone can only be prepared out
of itsown seed, from which it was taken in the beginning; and hence aso you will perceive that the soul of an animal must not
be the subject of thisinvestigation. Animas are a class by themsealves; nor can anything ever be obtained from them that is not
anima initsnature. But our Stone, asit has been bequeathed to me by the Ancients, is derived from two things, and one thing,
inwhichis concedled athird thing. Thisisthe purest truth, and amost faithful saying. For male and female have from of old
been regarded as one body, not from any external or visible consideration, but on account of the ardour of that mutua love
which naturaly draws them together into one; and as the male and female seed jointly represent the principle of propagation, so
also the sperm of the matter out of which our Stone is made can be sown and increased. There arein our substance two
supplementary kinds of seed, from which our Stone may be prepared and multiplied.

If you are atruelover of our Art, you will carefully weigh and ponder these words, lest, with other sophigticators, you fall into
the dangerous pit prepared by the common enemy of man. But whence are you to obtain this seed? This question you may
most easily answer by asking yourself another question. What do you want to develop from this seed, and what use do you
wish to make of it? There can be no doubt, then that it must be theroat, or first substance, of metas, from which al metas
derivetheir origin. It is, therefore, necessary that we should now proceed to spesk of the generation of the metals.



In the beginning, when the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters, and asyet dl wasinvolved in darkness, Almighty
and Eternd God, Whose beginning and wisdom are from everlasting, by Hisinscrutable counsel created heaven and earth, and
dl that inthem s, both visible and invisible, out of nothing. How the act of crestion was accomplished | will not attempt to
explain. Thisisamatter which is set forth to usin Holy Scripture, and must be apprehended by faith.

To each creature God gave its own seed, wherewith to propagate its kind, that in thisway there might aways be an increase of
men and animals, plants and metals. Man was not to be able to produce new seed: he was only permitted to educe new forms
of life out of that which aready existed. The creating of seed God reserved to Himsalf For if man could create seed he would
be equal to the Creator.

Know that our seed is produced in the following way. A celestid influence descends from above, by the decree and ordinance
of God, and mingleswith the astra proper ties. When this union has taken place, the two bring forth athird namely, an
earth-like substance, which isthe principle of our seed, of itsfirst source, so that it can shew an ancestry, and from which three
the elements, such aswater, air, and earth, take their origin. These e ements work underground in the form of fire, and there
produce what Hermes, and al who have preceded me, call thethreefirst principles, viz., the internd soul, the impal pable spirit,
and visble bodies, beyond which we can find no earlier beginning of our Magistery.

In the course of time these three unite, and are changed through the action of fireinto a pa pable substance, viz., quicksiiver,
sulphur, and sdlt. If these three substances be mixed, they are hardened and coagulated into a perfect body, which represents
the seed chosen and appointed by the Creator. Thisisamost important and certain truth. If the metallic soul, the metalic spirit,
and the metallic form of body be present, there will also be metallic quickslver, metalic sulphur, and metdlic salt, which
together make up the perfect metallic body.

If you cannot percelve what you ought to understand herein, you should not devote yourself to the study of philosophy.

Moreover, | tdl you in few words, that you cannot obtain ametallic body except by perfectly joining these three principlesinto
one. Know, a0, that al animas are, like man, composed of flesh and blood, and also possess a vitalizing spirit, but are
dedtitute of the rational soul which the Creator gave to man alone. Therefore, when animals die, they perish for ever. But when
man yields up hismortd lifeinto the hands of his Creator, his soul does not die. It returns, and is united to the glorified body, in
which, after the Resurrection, soul and spirit dwell together once morein eterna glory, never to be separated again throughout
al eternity.

Hencetherationa soul of man makes him an abiding creature, and, though his body may seem to die, yet we know that he will
livefor ever. For to him death is only aprocess of purification, by means of which heisfreed from hissins, and trandated to
another and better place. But thereis no resurrection for the brute beasts, because they have no rationa soul, for which done
our Lord and Saviour shed Hisblood.

For though abody may be vitaized by aspirit, yet it need not, therefore, be fixed, unless, indeed, it possess arationa soul, that
strong bond between body and spirit, which represents their union, and resists al efforts to separate them. Where thereisno
soul, thereis no hope of redemption. Nothing can be perfect or lasting without asoul. Thisisa profound and most important
truth, which | fed in conscience bound to make known to my readers. Now, the spirits of metals have this property of
fixednessin agreater or less degree; they are more or less volatile in proportion to the mutual fitness of their bodies and souls.
A meta that hasthe three conditions of fixednessis not affected by fire or overcome by any other outward agent. But thereis
only one metd that fulfils these conditions, namely, gold. Silver so contains fixed mercury, and isnot so quickly volatilised as
the imperfect metals, but standsthetrid of fire, and yields no food to voracious Saturn.

Amatory Venusis clothed with abundant colour, and her whole body is one puretincture, not unlike the red colour whichiis
found in the most precious of metals. But though her spirit is of good quality, her body isleprous, and affords no permanent
substratum to the fixed tincture. Hence the soul hasto share the fate of the imperfect body, and when the body diesthe soul
hasto leaveit. For its dwelling has been destroyed by fire, and it is without a house wherein to abide.

Fixed sdt hasimparted to warlike Mars a hard, firm, and durable body, which is evidence of the generosity of hissoul; nor can



fire be said to have much power over it. And if its strength be united to the beauty of Venus, | do not say but that a precious
and harmonious result may be obtained. For the phlegmatic or humid qudity of the Moon may be heated with the ardent blood
of Venus, and the blackness of Venus removed with the strong st of Mars.

Y ou need not look for our metallic seed among the elements. It need not be sought so far back. If you can only rectify the
Mercury, Sulphur, and Sdlt (understand, those of the Sages) until the metallic spirit and body are inseparably joined together by
means of the metdlic soul, you thereby firmly rivet the chain of love, and prepare the paace for the coronation.

These things represent aliquid key, comparable to the celestia influence, and adry water joined to the terrestria substance: al
which are one thing, derived from three, and two, and one. If you understand this, you have aready attained our Magistery.
Then you must join the husband and wife together that each may feed upon the other's flesh and blood, and that so they may
propagate their species a thousandfold.

Though | would fain reved this matter to you more plainly and openly, | am prohibited from doing so by thelaw of God, and
by thefear of Hiswrath, and of eternd lest the gift of the Most High should be abused.

If, however, you do not understand the theoretical part of my work, perhaps the practica part will serve to enlighten you more
fully. 1 will therefore proceed to shew how, by the help of God, | was enabled to prepare the Stone of the Ancients, and, for
your further ingtruction, | will add twelve keys, in which | give afigurative account of our Art.

Take aquantity of the best and finest gold, and separate it into its component parts by those media which Nature vouchsafesto
those who are lovers of Art, as an anatomist dissects the human body. Thus change your gold back into what it was before it
became gold; and thou shdt find the seed, the beginning, the middle, and the end - that from which our gold and itsfemade
principle are derived, viz., the pure and subtle spirit, the spotless soul, and the astral st and balsam. When these three are
united, we may call them the mercurid liquid: awater which was examined by Mercury, found by him to be pure and spotless,
and therefore espousad by him as hiswife. Of the two was born an incombustible oil; for Mercury became so proud that he
hardly knew himself. He put forth eagle feathers, and devoured the dippery tail, of the Dragon, and challenged Marsto bettle.

Then Mars summoned his horsemen, and bade them enclose Mercury in prison under the ward of Vulcan, until he should be
liberated by one of the female sex. When this became known, the other Planets assembled and held addliberation on the
question, what would be the best and wisest course to adopt. When they were met together, Saturn first came forward, and
delivered himsdlf asfollows:

" |, Saturn, the greatest of the planetsin the firmament, declare here before you al, that | am the meanest and most unprofitable
of al that are here present, that my body isweak, corruptible, and of a swarthy hue, but that, nevertheless, it is| that try you
al. For having nothing that isfixed about me, | carry away with medl that is of akindred nature. My wretchednessis entirely
caused by that fickle and inconstant Mercury, by his careless and neglectful conduct. Therefore, | pray you, let us be avenged
on him, shut him up in prison, and keep him theretill he dies and is decomposed, nay, until not adrop of hisblood isto be

Then yelow Jupiter stepped forward, bent his knees, inclined his sceptre, and with grest authority bade them carry out the
demand of Saturn. He added that he would punish everyone who did not aid the execution of this sentence.

Then Mars presented himsalf, with sword drawn -- asword that shone with many colours, and gave out a beautiful and
unwonted splendour. Thissword he gave to the warder V ulcan, and bade him day Mercury, and burn him, together with his
bones, to ashes. ThisVulcan consented to do.

While hewas executing his office, there gppeared abeautiful lady in along, slver robe, intertissued with many waters, who was
immediately recognised as the Moon, the wife of the Sun. Shefell on her knees, and with outspread hands, and flowing tears,
besought them to liberate her husband -- the Sun -- from the prison in which, through the crafty wiles of Mercury, he was being
detained by the Planets. But Vulcan refused to listen to her request; nor was he softened by the moving prayers of Lady Venus,
who appeared in a crimson robe, intertissued with threads of green, and charmed dl by the beauty of her countenance and the
fragrance of the flowers which she borein her hand. She interceded with Vulcan, the Judge, in the Chaldee tongue, and



reminded him that awoman was to effect the deliverance of the prisoner. But even to her pleading he turned a deaf ear.

While they were gill speaking the heaven was opened, and there came forth amighty animal, with many thousands of young
ones, which drove the warder beforeit, and opening its mouth wide, swalowed Venus, itsfair helper, a the sametime
exclaming with aloud voice: " | am born of woman, woman has propagated my seed, and therewith filled the earth Her soul is
devoted to mine, and therefore | must be nourished with her blood." When the animal had said these words with aloud voice,
it hastened into a certain chamber, and shut the door behind it; whither its voracious brood followed, drinking of the aforesaid
incombustible oil, which they digested with the greatest ease, and thereby became even more numerous than they had been
before. Thisthey continued to do until they filled the whole world.

Then the learned men of that country were gathered together, and strove to discover the true interpretation of al they had seen.
But they were unable to agree until there came forward aman of venerable age, with snowy locks and silvery beard, and
arrayed in aflowing purple robe On his head he wore a crown set with brilliant carbuncles. Hisloinswere girded with the girdle
of life. Hisfeet were bare, and his words penetrated to the depth of the human soul. He mounted the tribune, and bade the
assembly listen to himin sllence, snce he was sent from above to explain to them the significance of what they had seen.

When perfect silence prevailed, he ddlivered himsdlf asfollows:

"Awake, O man, and behold the light, lest the darkness deceive thee! The Gods reveaed to me this matter in a profound deep.
Happy isthe man who knows the great works of the Divine power. Blessed is he whose eyes are opened to behold light where
before they saw darkness.

"Two Stars are given by the Gods to man to lead him to great wisdom. Gaze steadily upon them, follow their lights, and you
will find in them the secret of knowledge.

"The bird Phoenix, from the south, plucks out the heart of the mighty beast from the east. Give the animal from the east wings,
that it may be on an equdity with the bird from the south. For the animal from the east must be deprived of itslion's skin, and
loseitswings. Then it must plungein the st water of the vast ocean, and emerge thence in renovated beauty. Plunge thy
volatile spiritsin a degp soring whose waters never fail, that they may become like their mother, who is hidden therein, and
born of three.

"Hungary ismy native land, the Sky and the stars are my habitation, the earth is my spouse. Though | must die and be buried,
yet Vulcan causes me to be born anew. Therefore, Hungary ismy native land, and my mother encloses the whole world."

When dl that were present had received these his sayings, he thus continued:

"Cause that which is above to be below; that which isvighble, to beinvisble; and that which is palpable, to become impal pable.
Again, let that which is below become that which is above; |et the invisble become visble, and the impalpable, papable. Here
you see the perfection of our Art, without any defect, or diminution. But that in which desth and life, destruction and
resurrection dwell, isaround sphere, with which the goddess of fortune drives her chariot, and imparts the gift of wisdom to
men of God. Its proper name here upon earth, and for the human understanding, is'All-in-All.

"Let him who would know what this'All-in-All' is, give the earth great wings, and make it fly upward through the air to the
heavenly regions. Then singe itswings with fierce heat, and makeit fal into the Red Sea, and there be drowned. Then dry up
thewater with fireand air till the earth regppears, and you will have 'All-in-All.'

"If you cannot find it in thisway, look around upon the thingsthat are in the world. Then you will find the' All-in-All," whichis
the attracting force of al metals and mineras derived from sat and sulphur, and twice born of Mercury. More | may not say
about ' All-in-All,;" sincedl iscomprehended in all.

"My friends, blessed are yeiif, by listening to the words of the wise, ye can find this greet Stone, which has power to cure
leprous and imperfect metallic bodies and to regenerate them,; to preserve men in hedlth, and procure for them along life -- as
it has hitherto kept the vital fire burning within me so long that | am weary of life, and yearn to die.



"For Hiswisdom and mercy, and for the gracious Gift which He has bestowed upon me so long ago, | am bound to render
God thanks, now and evermore. Amen.”

When the old man had thus spoken, he vanished from their sight.

But al who had heard him went each man to his house, and meditated on hiswords by day and by night.

Herefollow the Twelve Keys

of Basilius Valentinus, the Benedictine,

with which we may open the doors

of the knowledge of the Most Ancient Stone
and unseal the M ost Secr et Fountain of Health.

FIRST KEY

Let my friend know that no impure or spotted things are useful for our purpose. For thereisnothing in their leprous nature
capable of advancing theinterests of our Art There is much more likelihood of that which isinitself good being spoiled by that
which isimpure. Everything that is obtained from the mines hasits value, unless, indeed, it is adulterated. Adulteration,
however, spoilsits goodness and its efficacy.

Asthe physician purges and cleanses the inward parts of the body, and removes dl unhedthy matter by meansof his
medicines, so our metallic substances must be purified and refined of al foreign matter, in order to ensure the success of our
task. Therefore, our Magters require a pure, immaculate body, that is untainted with any foreign admixture, which admixtureis
the leprosy of our metals.

Let the diadem of the King be of pure gold, and let the Queen that is united to him in wedlock be chaste and immacul ate.

If you would operate by means of our bodies, take afierce grey wolf, which, though on account of its name it be subject to the
sway of warlike Mars, isby birth the offspring of ancient Saturn, and isfound in the valeys and mountains of the world, where
he roams about savage with hunger. Cast to him the body of the King, and when he has devoured it, burn him entirely to ashes
inagrest fire. By this process the King will be liberated; and when it has been performed thrice the Lion has overcome the
wolf, and will find nothing more to devour in him. Thus our Body has been rendered fit for the first stage of our work.

Know that thisisthe only right and legitimate way of purifying our substance: for the Lion purifies himsdf with the blood of the
wolf, and the tincture of its blood agrees most wonderfully with the tincture of the Lion, seeing that the two liquids are closely
akin to each other. When the Lion's hunger is appeased, his spirit becomes more powerful than before, and hiseyes glitter like
the Sun. Hisinterna essenceis now of inestimable vaue for the removing of al defects, and the hedling of al diseases. Heis
pursued by the ten lepers, who desire to drink his blood; and all that are tormented with any kind of sickness are refreshed with
this blood.

For whoever drinks of this golden fountain, experiences arenovation of hiswhole nature, avanishing of al unheathy matter, a
fresh supply of blood, a strengthening of the heart and of dl the vitals, and a permanent bracing of every limb. For it opensall
the pores, and through them bears away dl that preventsthe perfect hedlth of the body, but dlowsdl that is beneficid to
remain therein unmol ested.

But let my friend be scrupuloudy careful to preserve thefountain of lifelimpid and clear. If any strange water be mixed withiit, it
isspoiled, and becomes positively injurious. If it still retain any of the solvent which has been used for its dissolution, you must
carefully purgeit off. For no corrosive can be of the least use for the prevention of interna diseases.



When atreeisfound to bear sour and unwholesome fruit, its branches must be cut off, and scions of better trees grafted upon
it. The new branches thereupon become organically united to the trunk; but though nourished with its sap, they thence forward
produce good and pleasant fruit.

The King travelsthrough six regionsin the heavenly firmament, and in the seventh hefixes his abode. Theretheroyd paaceis
adorned with golden tapestry. If you understand my meaning, thisKey will open thefirst lock, and push back the first bolt; but
if you do not, no spectacles or natura eyesight will enable you to understand what follows. But Lucius Papirius has ingtructed
me not to say any more about thisKey.

SECOND KEY

In the houses of the great are found various kinds of drink, of which scarcely two are exactly like each other in odour, colour,
or taste. For they are prepared in agreat variety of different ways. Neverthelessthey are dl drunk, and each isdesigned for its
own specia use. When the Sun gives out hisrays, and sheds them abroad upon the clouds, it is commonly said thet heis
attracting water, and if he do it frequently, and thereby causerain, it iscaled afruitful year.

If it beintended to build a paace, the services of many different craftsmen must be employed, and agreet variety of materidsis
required. Otherwise the palace would not be worthy the name. It is usaless to use wood where stone is necessary.

The daily ebb and flow of the sea, which are caused by the sympathetic influence of heavenly bodies, impart grest wealth and
blessing to the earth. For whenever the water comesrolling back, it bringsablessng withiit.

A bride, when sheisto be brought forth to be married, isglorioudy adorned in agreet variety of precious garments, which, by
enhancing her beauty, render her pleasant in the eyes of the bridegroom. But the rites of the brida night she performs without
any clothing but that which she was arrayed witha at the moment of her birth.

In the sameway our bridal pair, Apollo and Diana, are arrayed in splendid attire, and their heads and bodies are washed with
various kinds of water, some strong, some weak, but not one of them exactly like another, and each designed for its own
special purpose. Know that when the moisture of the earth ascends in the form of avapour, it is condensed in the upper
regions, and precipitated to the earth by its own weight. Thus the earth regains the moisture of which it had been deprived, and
receives strength to put forth buds and herbs. In the same way you must repeatedly distil the water which you have extracted
from the earth, and then again restore it to your earth, asthe water in the Strait of Euripus frequently leaves the shore, and then
coversit again until it arrives at acertain limit.

When thus the palace has been constructed by the hands of many craftsmen, and the sea of glass has absolved its course, and
filled the palace with good things, it isready for the King to enter, and take his seat upon the throne. But you should notice that
the King and his spouse must be quite naked when they arejoined together. They must be stripped of dl their glorious appard,
and must lie down together in the same State of nakedness in which they were born, that their seed may not be spoiled by being
mixed with any foreign metter.

Let metdl you, in conclusion, that the bath in which the bridegroom is placed, must consst of two hogtile kinds of meatter, that
purge and rectify each other by means of a continued struggle. For it isnot good for the Eagle to build her nest on the summit
of the Alps, because her young ones are thusin great danger of being frozen to death by the intense cold that prevailsthere.

But if you add to the Eagle theicy Dragon that haslong had its habitation upon the rocks, and has crawled forth from the
caverns of the earth, and place both over thefire, it will dicit from theicy Dragon afiery spirit, which, by means of its great
hest, will consume the wings of the Eagle, and prepare a perspiring bath of so extraordinary a degree of heat that the snow will
melt upon the summit of the mountains, and become awater, with which the invigorating mineral bath may be prepared, and
fortune, hedlth, life, and strength restored to the King.

THIRD KEY

By means of water fire may be extinguished, and utterly quenched. If much water be poured upon alittlefire, thefireis



overcome, and compelled to yield up the victory to the water. In the same way our fiery sulphur must be overcome by means
of our prepared water. But, after the water has vanished, thefiery life of our sulphurous vapour must triumph, and again obtain
the victory. But no such triumph can take place unless the King imparts greet strength and potency to hiswater and tingesiit
with hisown colour, that thereby he may be consumed and become invisible, and then again recover hisvisibleform, with a
diminution of hissmple essence, and adevelopment of his perfection.

A painter can set yellow upon white, and red or crimson upon yellow; for, though all these colours are present, yet the latter
prevails on account of its greater intensity. When you have accomplished the same thing in our Art, you have before your eyes
thelight of wisdom, which shinesin the darkness, although it does not burn. For our sulphur does not burn, but neverthelessits
brilliancy is seen far and near. Nor doesit colour anything until it has been prepared, and dyed with its own colour, which it
then impartsto al weak and imperfect metas. This sulphur, however, cannot impart this colour until it havefirst by persevering
labour been prevailed upon to abjureitsorigina colour. For the weaker does not overcome the stronger, but hasto yield the
victory toit. The gist of the whole matter liesin the fact that the small and weak cannot aid that which isitself small and wesk,
and a combustible substance cannot shield another substance from combustion. That which isto protect another substance
againgt combustion must itself be safe from danger. The latter must be stronger than the former, that isto say, it must itself be
essentialy incombustible. He, then, who would prepare the incombustible sulphur of the Sages, must look for our sulphur ina
substance in which it isincombustible -- which can only be after its body has been absorbed by the salt sea, and again rgjected
by it. Then it must be so exated asto shine more brightly than al the stars of heaven, and in its essence it must have an
abundance of blood, like the Pelican, which wounds its own breast, and, without any diminution of its strength, nourishes and
rears up many young oneswith itsblood. This Tincture isthe Rose of our Masters, of purple hue, called aso the red blood of
the Dragon, or the purple cloak many times folded with which the Queen of Sdvation is covered, and by which dl metalsare
regenerated in colour.

Carefully preserve this splendid mantle, together with the astral sdt which isjoined to this sulphur, and screensit from harm.
Addtoit asufficient quantity of the volatility of the bird; then the Cock will swallow the Fox, and, having been drowned in the
water, and quickened by thefire, will inits turn be swallowed by the Fox.

FOURTH KEY

All flesh that is derived from the earth, must be decomposed and again reduced to earth; then the earthy salt produces anew
generation by celestid resuscitation. For where there was not first earth, there can be no resurrection in our Magistery. For in
earth isthe balm of Nature, and the salt of the Sages.

At the end of the world, theworld shal be judged by fire, and al those things that God has made of nothing shal by fire be
reduced to ashes, from which ashes the Phoenix isto produce her young. For in the ashes dumbers atrue and genuine tartaric
substance, which, being dissolved, will enable usto open the strongest bolt of the royal chamber.

After the conflagration, there shal be formed a new heaven and anew earth, and the new man will be more noblein his
glorified state than he was before.

When the sand and ashes have been well matured and ripened with fire, the glass-blower makes out of it glass, which remains
hard and firm in thefire, and in colour resembles acrystal stone. To the uninitiated thisisagreat mystery, but not to the master
whom long experience has familiarized with the process.

Out of stones the master also prepares lime by burning which isvery useful for our work- But before they are prepared with
fire, they are mere stones. The stone must be matured and rendered fervent with fire, and then it becomes so potent that few
things are to be compared to the fiery spirit of lime.

By burning anything to ashes you may gain its sdlt. If in this dissolution the sulphur and mercury be kept gpart, and restored to
its sdlt, you may once more obtain that form which was destroyed by the process of combustion. This assertion the wise of this
world denounce as the greatest folly, and count as arebellion, saying that such atransformation would amount to anew
creation, and that God has denied such crestive power to sinful man. But thefolly isall on their sde. For they do not



understand that our Artist does not claim to create anything, but only to evolve new things from the seed made ready to his
hand by the Creator.

If you do not possess the ashes, you will be unable to obtain our salt; and without our salt you will not be able to impart to our
substance a bodily form; for the coagulation of al thingsis produced by sdt aone.

Assdtisthe great preserving principlethat protectsal things from decay, so the Sdt of our Magistery preserves meta from
decomposition and utter annihilation. If their Bam were to perish, and the Spirit to leave the body, the body would be quite
dead, and no longer available for any good purpose. The metalic spirit would have departed, and would have €ft its habitation
empty, bare, and lifeless.

Observe aso, thou who art alover of this Art, that the salt that is gained from ashes has great potency, and possesses many
concedled virtues. Nevertheless, the st is unprofitable, until itsinward substance has been extracted. For the spirit alone gives
srength and life. The body by itsdlf profits nothing. If you know how to find this spirit, you have the Sdlt of the Sages, and the
incombustible oil, concerning which many things have been written before my time.

Although many philosophers

Have sought for me with eagerness,
Y et very few succeed at length
Infinding out my secret virtue.

FIFTH KEY

The quickening power of the earth produces dl things that grow forth from it, and he who saysthat the earth has no life makes
agtatement which isflatly contradicted by the most ordinary facts. For what is dead cannot produce life and growth, seeing
that it isdevoid of the quickening spirit. This spirit isthelife and soul that dwell in the earth, and are nourished by heavenly and
gdered influences. For al herbs, trees, and roots, and al metals and minerals, recelve their growth and nutriment from the spirit
of the earth, which isthe spirit of life. Thisspirit isitsdf fed by the stars, and is thereby rendered capable of imparting nutriment
to dl thingsthat grow, and of nursing them as amother does her child whileit isyet in the womb. The minerdsare hidden inthe
womb of the earth, and nourished by her with the spirit which she receives from above.

Thusthe power of growth that | speek of isimparted not by the earth, but by the life-giving spirit that isin it. If the earth were
deserted by this spirit, it would be dead, and no longer able to afford nourishment to anything. For its sulphur or richnesswould
lack the quickening spirit without which there can be neither life nor growth.

Two contrary spirits can scarcely dwell together, nor do they easily combine. For when athunderbolt blazes amidst atempest
of rain, thetwo spirits, out of which it isformed, fly from one another with agreat shock and noise, and circlein the air, so that
no one can know or say whither they go, unless the same has been ascertained by experience asto the mode in which these
spiritsmanifest.

Know then, gentle Reader, that life isthe only true spirit, and that that which the ignorant herd look upon as dead may be
brought back to permanent, visible, and spiritud life, if but the spirit be restored to the body -- the spirit which is supported by
heavenly nutriment, and derived from heavenly, e ementary, and earthly substances, which are dso caled formless matter.
Moreover, asiron hasits magnet which draws it with the invisible bonds of love, so our gold hasits magnet, viz., thefirst
Matter of the great Stone. If you understand these my words, you are richer and more blessed than the whole world.

Let me conclude this chapter with one more remark. When aman looksinto amirror, he seestherein reflected an image of
himsdf. If, however, hetry to touch it, hewill find that it is not palpable, and that he has laid his hand upon the mirror only. In
the same way, the spirit which must be evolved from this Matter isvisible, but not palpable. This spirit isthe root of thelife of
our bodies, and the Mercury of the Philosophers, from which is prepared the liquid water of our Art - the water which must
once more receive amaterial form, and be rectified by means of certain purifying agentsinto the most perfect Medicine. For
we begin with afirm and pa pable body, which subsequently becomes a volatile spirit, and a golden water, without any
conversion, from which our Sages derive ther principle of life. Ultimately we obtain the indestructible medicine of human and



metdlic bodies, which isfitter to be known to angels than to men, except such as seek it at God's handsin heartfelt prayer, and
give genuine proofs of their gratitude by service rendered to Him, and to their needy neighbour.

Hereunto | may add, in conclusion, that one work is developed from another. First, our Matter should be carefully purified,
then dissolved, destroyed, decomposed, and reduced to dust and ashes. Thereupon prepare from it avolatile spirit, whichis
white as snow, and another volatile spirit, which isred as blood. These two spirits contain athird, and are yet but one spirit.
Now these are the three spirits which preserve and multiply life. Therefore unite them, give them the meat and drink that Nature
requires, and keep them in awarm chamber until the perfect birth takes place. Then you will see and experience the virtue of
the gift bestowed upon you by God and Nature. Know, also, that hitherto my lips have not reveal ed this secret to any one, and
that God has endowed natural substances with greater powers than most men are ready to believe. Upon my mouth God has
set ased, that there might be scope for others after me to write about the wonderful things of Nature, which by the foolish are
looked upon as unnaturd . For they do not understand that al things are ultimately traceable to supernatura causes, but
nevertheess are, in this present sate of the world, subject to natural conditions.

SIXTH KEY

The mae without the femae islooked upon as only haf abody, nor can the fema e without the male be regarded as more
complete For neither can bring forth fruit so long asit remains done. But if the two be conjugdly united, there is a perfect
body, and their seed is placed in acondition in which it can yield increase.

If too much seed be cast into the field, the plants impede each other's growth, and there can be no ripe fruit. But if, on the other
hand, too little be sown, weeds spring up and chokeit.

If amerchant would keep aclear conscience, let him give just measure to his neighbour. If his measure and weight be not short,
he will receive praise from the poor.

In too much water you may easily be drowned; too little water, on the other hand, soon evaporates in the heat of the sun.

If, then, you would attain the longed-for goa, observe just measure in mixing the liquid substance of the Sages, lest that which
istoo much overpower that which istoo little, and the generation be hindered. For too much rain spoils the fruit, and too much
drought stuntsits growth. Therefore, when Neptune has prepared his bath, measure out carefully the exact quantity of
permanent water needed, and let there be neither too little nor too much.

The twofold fiery mae must be fed with a snowy swan, and then they must mutually day each other and restore each other to
life; and the air of the imprisoned fiery maewill occupy three of the four quarters of the world, and make up three parts of the
imprisoned fiery male, that the desth-song of the swans may be distinctly heard; then the swan roasted will become food for the
King, and thefiery King will be seized with greet love towards the Queen, and will take hisfill of delight in embracing her, until
they both vanish and coal esce into one body.

It iscommonly said that two can overpower one, especidly if they have sufficient room for putting forth their strength. Know
a so that there must come atwofold wind, and asingle wind, and that they must furioudly blow from the east and from the
south. If, when they ceaseto rage, the air has become water, you may be confident that the spiritua will aso be transmuted
into abodily form, and that our number shdl prevail through the four seasonsin the fourth part of the sky (after the seven
planets have exercised power), and that its course will be perfected by the test of fire in the lowest chamber of our palace,
when the two shdl overpower and consume the third.

For this part of our Magistery skill isneeded, in order to divide and compound the substances aright, so that the art may result
in riches, and the balance may not be fasified by unequal weights. The sky we speak of isthe sky of our Art, and there must be
justly proportioned parts of our air and earth, our true water and our pa pablefire.

SEVENTH KEY

Natura hest preservesthe life of man. If hisbody loseits naturd hegt hislife has cometo an end.
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A moderate degree of natural heat protects against the cold; an excess of it destroyslife. It is not necessary that the substance
of the Sun should touch the earth. The Sun can heat the earth by shedding thereon itsrays, which are intensified by reflection.
Thisintermediate agency is quite sufficient to do the work of the Sun, and to mature everything by coction. The rays of the Sun
are tempered with the air by passing through it so asto operate by the medium of the air, asthe air operates through the
medium of thefire.

Earth without water can produce nothing, nor can water quicken anything into growth without earth; and as earth and water are
mutually indispensablein the production of fruit, so fire cannot operate without air, or ar without fire. For firehasno life
without air; and without fire air possesses neither heat nor dryness.

When itsfruit is about to be matured, the vine standsin greater need of the Sun's warmth than in the spring; and if the Sun shine
brightly in the autumn, the grapes will be better than if they had not felt his autumnal warmth.

In the winter the multitude suppose everything to be dead, because the earth is bound in the chains of frost, so that nothing is
alowed to sprout forth. But as soon as the spring comes, and the cold is vanquished by the power of the Sun, everythingis
restored to life, the trees and herbs put forth buds, leaves, and blossoms, the hibernating animals creep forth from their hiding
places, the plants give out asweet fragrance, and are adorned with agrest variety of many coloured flowers, and the summer
carrieson thework of the pring, by changing its flowersinto fruit.

Thus, year by year, the operations of the universe are performed, until at length it shall be destroyed by its Creator, and dl the
dwellers upon earth shall be restored by resurrection to aglorified life. Then the operations of earthly nature shal cease, and
the heavenly and eternd dispensation shdll takeits place.

When the Sun in the winter pursues his course far awvay from us, he cannot melt the deep snow. But in the summer he
approaches nearer to us, the quality of the air becomes morefiery, and the snow melts and istransmuted by warmth into water.
For that which iswesak isaways compelled to yield to that which is strong.

The same moderate course must be adopted in the fiery regimen of our Magistery. For it isal important that the liquid should
not be dried up too quickly, and that the earth of the Sages should not be melted and dissolved too soon, otherwise your fishes
would be changed into scorpions. If you would perform our task rightly, take the spirituad water, in which the spirit wasfrom
the beginning, and preserveit in aclosay shut chamber. For the heavenly city is about to be besieged by earthly foes. You
must, therefore, strongly fortify it with three impassable and well-guarded walls, and let the one entrance be well protected.
Then light the lamp of wisdom and seek with it the gross thing that was | ost, shewing only such light asis needed. For you must
know that the worms and reptiles dwell in the cold and humid earth, while man has his proper habitation upon the face of the
earth; the bodies of angels, on the other hand, not being aloyed with sin or impurity, are injured by no extreme either of heet or
cold. When man shdl have been glorified, hisbody will becomelike the angelic body in thisrespect. If we carefully cultivate the
life of our souls, we shall be sons and heirs of God, and shall be able to do that which now seemsimpossible. But this can be
effected only by the drying up of al water, and the purging of heaven and earth and al men with fire

EIGHTH KEY

Neither human nor anima bodies can be multiplied or propagated without decompaosition; the grain and all vegetable seed,
when cast into the ground, must decay before it can spring up again; moreover, putrefaction impartslife to many worms and
other animal culae. The process of augmentation and quickening is mostly performed in [the] earth, whileit is caused by spiritud
seed through the other eements.

The farmer's wife knows that she cannot hope to obtain chickens except through the decomposition of the egg. If bread is
placed in honeys and suffered to decay, ants are generated; worms are bred in the putrefying bodies of men, horses, and other
animas, maggots are al'so developed by the decay of nuts, apples, and pears.

The same thing may be observed in regard to vegetable life. Nettles and other weeds spring up where no such seed has ever
been sown. This occurs only by putrefaction. The reason is that the soil in such placesis so disposed, and, asit were,
impregnated, that it produces these fruits, which isaresult of the properties of sdered influence; consequently the seed is
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spiritualy produced in the earth, and putrefiesin the earth, and by the operation of the e ements generates corporeal matter
according to the species of Nature. Thus the stars and the e ements may generate new spiritual, and, ultimately, new vegetable
seed, by means of putrefaction. But man cannot create new seed; for itisnot in his power to order the operation of the
elements and the essentid influences of the stars. By naturad conditions, however, new plants are generated smply through
putrefaction. Thisfact isnot noticed by the farmer, smply because it isathing that he has always been used to, and for which
he is unableto find an explanation. But you who should know more than the vulgar herd, must search into the causes of things,
and endeavor to understand how the process of generation and resuscitation is accomplished by means of decomposition, and
how dl lifeis produced out of decay.

Each dement isin itsturn decomposed and regenerated by that which is contained in it. For you should know that every
element containsthe three others. In air, for instance, thereisfire, water, and earth. This assertion may appear incredible, but it
isneverthdesstrue. In like manner, fireincludes air, water, and earth, Snce otherwise it could generate nothing. Water contains
fire, air, and earth; for if it did not, there could be no growth. At the sametime, each element is distinct, though each contains
the others. All thisis: found by didtillation in the separation of the elements.

In order to rationdly provethisto you, who are investigating the separation of Nature. and purpose to understand the division
of the dements, lest you should think my words inventions, and not true, | tell you that if you digtil earth, you will find that, first
of al, thereisan escape of air, which, initsturn, dways containsfire, asthey are both of aspiritua essence, and exercise an
irresstible mutual attraction. In the next place, there issues water from the earth, and the earth, in which isthe precious sdlt,
remains by itsdf at the bottom of the vessd.

When water isdidtilled, air and fireissue from it, and the water and materia earth remain at the bottom. Again, when the
invisble part of ementary fireis extracted, you get water and earth by themselves. Nor can any of the three other eements
exigt without air. It isair that givesto earth its power of production, to fire its power of burning, to water its power of
generating fruit. Again, air can consume nothing, nor dry up any moisture, without that natura heat which must beimparted to it
by fire. For everything that is hot and dry contains fire. From these considerations we conclude that no element can exist
without the others, and that in the generation of dl thingsthereisamingling of the four e ements. He who states the contrary in
no wise understands the secrets of Nature, nor has he investigated the properties of the elements. For if anything isto be
generated by putrefaction, the process must be asfollows: The earth isfirst decomposed by the moisture which it contains; for
without moisture, or water, there can be no true decay; thereupon the decomposed substance is kindled and quickened by the
natura hegt of fire: for without natura heat no generation can take place. Again, if that which has received the spark of life, isto
be stirred up to motion and growth, it must be acted upon by air. For without air, the quickened substance would be choked
and stifled in the germ. Hence it manifestly gppears that no one eement can work effectually without the aid of the others, and
that al must contribute towards the generation of anything. Thustheir quickening cooperation takes the form of putrefaction,
without which there can be neither generation, life, nor growth. That there can be no perfect generation or resuscitation without
the co-operation of the four elements, you may see from the fact that when Adam had been formed by the Creator out of
earth, therewas no lifein him, until God breathed into him aliving spirit. Then the earth was quickened into mation. In the earth
wasthe sdt that is, the Body; the air that was breathed into it was mercury or the Spirit, and thisair imparted to him agenuine
and temperate heat, which was sulphur, or fire. Then Adam moved and by his power of motion, shewed that there had been
infused into him alife-giving spirit. For asthereisno fire without air so neither isthere any air without fire. Water was
incorporated with the earth Thusliving man is an harmonious mixture of the four eements; and Adam was generated out of
earth, water, air, and fire, out of soul, spirit, and body, out of mercury, sulphur, and salt.

In the same way, Eve, our common mother, was created; for her body was built up and formed out of Adam's body - afact
which | wish you particularly to notice.

To return again to putrefaction, O seeker of the Magistery and devotee of philosophy, know thet, in like manner, no metalic
seed can develop, or multiply, unlessthe said seed, by itsdf aone, and without the introduction of any foreign substance, be
reduced to a perfect putrefaction.

The putrefaction of metalic seed mugt, like that of animal and vegetable seed, take place through the co-operation of the four
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elements. | have dready explained that the el ements themsalves are not the seed. But it ought by thistimeto be clear to you
that the metdlic seed which was produced by the combined operation of heavenly, Sderedl, and ementary essences, and
reduced into bodily form, must, in due course, be corrupted and putrefied by means of the e ements.

Observethat this seed contains aliving volatile spirit. For when it isdidtilled, there issuesfromiit first aspirit, and then that
whichislessvolatile. But when by continued gentle hest, it is reduced to an acid, the spirit isnot so volatile asit was before.
For inthe didtillation of the acid the water issues first, and then the spirit. And though the substance remainsthe same, its
properties have become very different. It isno longer wine, but has been transmuted by the putrefaction of gentle heet into an
acid. That which is extracted with wine or its spirit, haswiddly different properties and powers from that which is extracted
with an acid. For if the crystal of antimony be extracted with wine or the spirit of wine, it causes vomiting and diarrhoes,
because it isapoison, and its poisonous qudlity is not destroyed by thewine. But if it be extracted with agood digtilled acid, it
furnishes abeautiful extract of arich colour. If the acid be removed by means of the St. Mary's Bath, and the residuum of
yellow powder washed away, you obtain a sweet powder which causes no diarrhoea, but is justly regarded as amarvelloudy
beneficia medicine.

Thisexcellent powder is dissolved inamoist place into aliquid which is profitably employed as a painless agent in surgery.

Let me sum up in few wordswhat | haveto say. The substanceis of heavenly birth, itslifeis preserved by the stars, and
nourished by the four elements; then it must perish, and be putrefied; again, by the influence of the stars, which works through
the lements, it isrestored to life, and becomes once more aheavenly thing that hasits habitation in the highest region of the
firmament. Then you will find that the heavenly has assumed an earthly body, and that the earthly body has been reduced to a
heavenly substance.

NINTH KEY

Saturn, who is called the greatest of the planets, isthe least useful in our Magistery. Neverthdess, it isthe chief Key of the
whole Art, howbelt set in the lowest and meanest place. Although by its swift flight it hasrisen to the loftiest height, far above dl
other luminaries, its feathers must be clipped, and itsaf brought down to the lowest place, from whence it may once more be
raised by putrefaction, and the quickening caused by putrefaction, by which the black is changed to white, and the white to red,
until the glorious colour of the triumphant King has been attained. Therefore, | say that though Saturn may seem the vilest thing
intheworld, yet it has such power and efficacy that if its precious essence, which is excessively cold, be reduced to ametalic
body by being deprived of itsvoldtility, it becomes as corpored as, but far more fixed than, Saturn itself. Thistransmutation is
begun, continued, and completed with Mercury, sulphur, and sdt. Thiswill seem unintdlligible to many, and it certainly does
make an extraordinary demand upon the mental faculties; but that must be so because the substance is within the reach of
everyone, and thereis no other way of keeping up the divinely ordained difference between rich and poor.

In the preparation of Saturn there appears agreat variety of different colours; and you must expect to observe successively
black, grey, white, yellow, red, and al the different intermediate shades. In the same way, the Matter of al the Sages passes
through the severd varieties of colour, and may be said to change its gppearance as often as anew gate of entrance is opened
to thefire.

The King shares hisroya dignity with noble Venus, and gppearsin splendid state, surrounded by dl the dignitaries of his court.
Before him isborne abeautiful crimson banner, in which there is an embroidered representation of Charity in green garments.
Saturn isthe prefect of the royd household, and in front of him Astronomy bears ablack standard, with a representation of
Faithin yellow and red garments.

Jupiter isthe Grand Marshal, and is preceded by a banner of grey colour, borne by Rhetoric, and adorned with a variegated
representation of Hope.

Marsisat the head of military affairs, and executes his office with a certain fiery ardour. Geometry carries before him acrimson
banner, on which you may behold Courage in acrimson cloak. Mercury holdsthe office of Chancdlor; Arithmeticishis
standard bearer, and his standard is of many colours; on it may be observed the figure of Temperance in amany coloured



robe.

The SunisVice-Regent, and is preceded by Grammar, bearing ayellow banner, on which Justice is represented in agolden
robe Though Venus seemsto cast him into the shade by the gorgeous magnificence of her appearance, he really possesses
more power in the kingdom than she.

Before the Moon, Diaectic bearsashining silver banner, with the figure of Prudence wrought into it in sky-blue, and because
the husband of the Moon is dead, he has transferred to her histask of resisting the domination of Queen Venus. For among al
these there is enmity, and they are dl striving to supplant each other. Indeed, the tendency of eventsisto give the highest place
to the most excellent and the most deserving. For the present state of thingsis passing away, and anew world is about to be
created, and one Planet is devouring another spiritudly, until only the strongest survive.

Let metdl you dlegoricdly that you must put into the heavenly Baance the Ram, Bull, Cancer, Scorpion, and Goat. Inthe
other scale of the Balance you must place the Twins, the Archer, the Water-bearer, and the Virgin. Then let the Lion jump into
the Virgin'slap, which will cause the other scaleto kick the beam. Thereupon, let the Signs of the Zodiac enter into opposition
to the Pleiads, and when al the colours of the world have shewn themselves, | et there be a conjunction and union between the
greatest and the smallest, and the smallest and the grestest.

If the whole world's nature

Were seenin onefigure,

And nothing could be evolved by Art,

Nothing wonderful would be found in the Universe,
And Nature would have nothing to tell us.

For which let uslaud and praise God.

TENTH KEY

In our Stone, as composed by me and by those who have long preceded me, are contained al ements, al minerd and
metallic forms, and dl the qudities and properties of the wholeworld. In it we find most powerful natura heat, by which theicy
body of Saturn is gently transmuted into the best gold. It contains aso a high degree of cold, which tempersthe fervent heat of
Venus, and coagulates the mercury, which isthereby aso changed into the finest gold. All these properties dumber in the
substance of our Stone, and are devel oped, perfected, and matured by the gentle coction of naturd fire, until they have attained
their highest perfection. If thefruit of atree be plucked beforeitisripe, it isunfit for use; and if the potter fail to harden his
vessesin thefire, they cannot be employed for any good purpose.

In the same way you must exercise condderable patiencein preparing our Elixir, if it isto becomedl that you wishit to
become. No fruit can grow from aflower that has been plucked before the time. He who isin too great a hurry, can bring
nothing to perfection, but isamost sureto spoil that which he hasin hand. Remember, then, that if our Stone be not sufficiently
matured, it will not be able to bring anything to maturity.

The substance is dissolved in abath, and its parts reunited by putrefaction. In ashesit blossoms. Intheform of sand al its
excessve moistureisdried up. Maturity and fixity are obtained by living fire. The work does not actualy take place in the Bath
of S. Mary, in horse- dung, in ashes, or in sand, but the grades and regimen of the fire proceed after the degreeswhich are
represented by these The Stoneis prepared in an empty furnace, with athreefold line of circumvallation, in atightly closed
chamber. It is subjected to continued coction, till al moisture and clouds are driven off, and the King attains to indestructible
fixedness, and isno longer liable to any danger or injury, because he has become unconquerable. Let me express my meaning
in asomewhat different manner. When you have dissolved your earth with your weter, dry up the water with its own inward
fire. Then the air will bresthe new life into the body, and you will have that which can only be regarded asthat Grest Stone
which in aspiritua manner pervades human and metdlic bodies, and isthe universal and immaculate Medicine, sinceit drives
out that which is bad, and preserves that which isgood, and isthe unfailing corrective of al imperfect or diseased substances.
This Tincture Is of acolour intermediate between red and purple, with something of agranite hue, and its specific weight isvery
considerable.
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Whoever gains possession of this Stone, should let hiswhole life he an expression of his gratitude towards God in practica
kindness towards his suffering brethren, that after obtaining God's greatest earthly gift, he may heresfter inherit eternd life.
Praise be unto God everlagtingly for this Hisinestimabl e gift.

ELEVENTH KEY
The deventh Key to the Knowledge of the augmentation of our Stone, | will put before you in the form of aparable.

Therelived in the East agilded knight, named Orpheus, who was possessed of immense wedlth, and had everything that heart
can wish. He had taken to wife hisown sster, Euridice, who did not, however, bear him any children. This he regarded asthe
punishment of hissin in having wedded his own sister, and was ingtant in prayer to God both by day and by night, that the curse
might be taken from him.

One night, when he was buried in adeep deep, there came to him a certain winged messenger, named Phoebus, who touched
his feet, which were very hot, and said: " Thou noble knight, since thou hast wandered through many cities and kingdoms, and
suffered many things at sea, in battle, and in the lists, the heavenly Father has bidden me make known to thee the following
means of obtaining thy prayer: Take blood from thy right side, and from the left side of thy spouse. For thisblood is the heart's
blood of your parents, and though it may seem to be of two kinds, vet, in redity, it isonly one. Mix the two kinds of blood, and
keep the mixture tightly enclosed in the globe of the seven wise Magters There that which is generated will be nourished with its
own flesh and blood, and will complete its course of development when the Moon has changed for the eighth time If thou
repest this process again and again, thou shdt see children's children, and the offspring of thy body shdl fill theworld.”

When Phoebus had thus spoken, he winged hisflight heavenward. In the morning the knight arose and did the bidding of the
celestid messenger, and God gave to him and to hiswife many children, who inherited their father's glory, wedlth, and knightly
honours from generation to generation.

If you arewise, my son, you will find the interpretation of my parable. If you do not understand it, ascribe the blame not to me,
but to your own ignorance. | may not express mysdf more explicitly; indeed, | have revealed the matter inamore plain and
straightforward manner than any of my predecessors. 1 have conceded nothing; and if you will but remove the vell of ignorance
from your eyes, you will behold that which many have sought and few found.

TWELFTH KEY

If an athlete know not the use of his sword, he might aswell be without it; and if another warrior that is skilled in the use of that
weapon come againgt him, thefirst islike to fare badly. For he that has knowledge and experience on hisside, must carry off
the victory.

In the same way, he that possesses thistincture, by the grace of Almighty God, and is unacquainted with its uses, might aswell
not haveit a dl. Therefore thistwelfth and last Key must serve to open up to you the uses of this Stone. In dedling with this
part of the Subject | will drop my parabolic and figurative style, and plainly set forth al that isto be known. When the Medicine
and Stone of al the Sages has been perfectly prepared out of the true virgin's milk, take one part of it to three parts of the best
gold purged and refined with antimony, the gold being previoudy beaten into plates of the greatest possible thinness. Put the
wholeinto asmelting pot and subject it to the action of agentlefire for twelve hours, then let it be melted for three days and
three nights more.

For without the ferment of gold no one can compose the Stone or develop the tinging virtue. For the sameisvery subtle and
penetrating if it be fermented and joined with aferment like unto itself: then the prepared tincture has the power of entering into
other bodies, and operating therein. Take then one part of the prepared ferment for the tinging of a thousand parts of molten
metal, and then you will learn in dl faith and truth that it shall be changed into the only good and fixed gold. For one body takes
possession of the other; even if it be unlike to it, nevertheless, through the strength and potency added to it, it is compelled to
be assimilated to the same, since like derives origin from like.

Whoever usesthis asamedium shal find whither the vestibules of the palace lead, and there is nothing comparable to the
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subtlety thereof. He shall possessal indl, performing al things whatsoever which are possible under the sun.

O principle of the prime principle, consder theend! O end of thefind end, consider the beginning! And be this medium
commended unto your faithful care, wherein aso God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghogt, shall give unto you whatsoever you
need both in soul and body.

Concerning the First Matter of the Philosophical Stone

Seek for that Stone which has no fleshly nature, but out of which avolatilefireis extracted, whence dso this stoneis made,
being composed of white and red. It isastone, and no stone; therein Nature alone operates. A fountain flows from it. The fixed
part submergesitsfather, absorbing it, body and life, until the soul isreturned to it. And the volatile mother liketo him, is
produced in her own kingdom; and he by his virtue and power receives greater strength. The volatile mother when prepared
surpasses the sun in summer. Thus the father by means of V ulcan was produced from the spirit. Body, soul, and spirit exist in
both, whence the whole matter proceeds. It proceeds from one, and is one matter. Bind together the fixed and the volatile; they
aretwo, and three, and yet one only. If you do not understand you will attain nothing. Adam wasin abath -- wherein Venus
found her like, which bath the aged Dragon had prepared when his strength was deserting him. Thereis nothing, saysthe
Philosopher, save adouble mercury; | say that no other matter has been named; blessed is he who understandsiit. Seek
therein, and be not weary; the result judtifies the |abour.

A short Appendix and clear Resumption of the foregoing Tract concerning the Great Stone of
the Ancient Sages

|, Basl Vdentine, brother of the Benedictine Order, do testify that | have written thislittle book, wherein, after the manner of
the Ancients, | have philosophically indicated how this most rare treasure may be acquired, whereby the true Sages did prolong
lifeunto itsfurthest limit.

But, notwithstanding that my conscience doth bear me witnessin the Sight of the Most High, before whom al conceded
matters arelaid bare, that | have written no falsehood, but have so exposed the truth that understanding men can require no
further light (that which islaid down in the theoretical part being borne out and confirmed by the practice of the Twelve Keys),
yet have | been impelled by various considerations to demonstrate by a shorter way what | have written in the said treatise, and
thus cast further light thereon, whereby aso the lover of the desired wisdom may obtain an increased illumination for the
fulfilment of hisdesire There are many who will consider that | am speaking too openly, and will hold me answerable for the
wickednessthat they think will follow, but let them rest assured that it will be sufficiently difficult, notwithstanding, for any
thick-headed personsto find what they seek herein. At the same time the matter shall be made clear to the elect. Hearken then,
thou follower of truth, to these my words, and so shdt thou find the true way !

Behold, | write nothing more than | am willing to hold by after my death and resurrection! Do thou faithfully and smply lay to
heart this shorter way, as hereinafter exhibited, for my words are grounded in smplicity, and my teaching is not confused by a

labyrinth of language.

| have dready indicated that all things are congtituted of three essences - namely, mercury, sulphur, and sdt - and herein | have
taught what istrue. But know that the Stone is composed out of one, two, three, four, and five. Out of five - that is, the
quintessence of its own substance. Out of four, by which we must understand the four elements. Out of three, and these are the
three principles of dl things. Out of two, for the mercurial substance istwofold. Out of one, and thisisthefirst essence of
everything which emanated from the primd fiat of creation.

But many may by all these discourses be rendered doubtful in mind asto what they must start with, and as to the consequent
theory. So | will, inthefirst place, spesk very briefly concerning Mercury, secondly concerning Sulphur, thirdly concerning
Sdlt; for these are the essence of the Matter of our Stone.

Inthefirg place, you must know that no ordinary quicksilver isuseful, but our quicksilver is produced from the best metd by

the spagyric art, pure, subtle, clear, and glistening, like aspring, pellucid even as crystd, free from all dross. Hence make water
or combustible ail. For Mercury wasin the beginning water, and herein al the Sages agree with my dictum and teaching In this
oil of Mercury dissolveits own Mercury, from which the water in question was made, and precipitate the Mercury with itsown
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oil. Then we have atwofold mercuriad substance; but you must know that gold must first be dissolved in a certain water, as
explained in my second Key, after the purification described in the first Key, and must be reduced into asubtle cax, asis
mentioned in the fourth Key. Next, this calx must be sublimated by the spirit of salt, again precipitated, and by reverberation
reduced into a subtle powder. Then its own sulphur can more easily enter into its substance, and have great friendship with the
same, for they have awondrous love towards each other. Thus you have two substancesin one, and it is called Mercury of the
Sages, but isyet asngle substance, which isthefirst ferment.

Now follows concer ning Sulphur

Seek your Mercury inasmilar metad. Then when you know how to extract the meta fromitsbody by purification, the
destruction of thefirst Mars, and reverberation, without the use of any corrosive (the method of doing which | haveindicated in
my third Key) -- you must dissolve that Mercury inits own blood out of which it was made before it becamefixed (as
indicated in the sixth Key); and you have then nourished and dissolved the true lion with the blood of the green lion. For the
fixed blood of the Red Lion has been made out of the volatile blood of the Green Lion; hence, they are of one nature, and the
unfixed blood again rendersthat which isvolatile fixed, and thefixed blood initsturn fixesthat which isvolatile, asit was
beforeits solution. Then foster it in gentle heat, until the whole of the mercury is dissolved, and you obtain the second ferment
(by nourishing the fixed sulphur with that which is not fixed), asal Sages unite with mein testifying. Afterwards this becomes,
by sublimation with spirit of wine, of ablood-red colour, and is caled potable gold.

Now | will also give my Opinion respecting the Salt of the Sages

The effect of "sdt" istofix or volatilize, according asit is prepared and used. For the pirit of the sdt of tartar, if extracted by
itself without any addition, has power to render al metas volatile by dissolution and putrefaction, and to dissolve quick or liquid
slver into the true mercury, asmy practicad directions shew.

Sdt of tartar by itslf isapowerful fixative, particularly if the heat of quicklime be incorporated with it. For these two
substances are sngularly efficaciousin producing fixation.

In the same way, the vegetable salt of wine fixes and volatilizes according to the manner of its preparation. Itsuseisone of the
arcanaof Nature, and amiracle of the philosopher's art. When aman drinks wine, there may be gained from hisurine aclear
sdt, whichisvolatile, and renders other fixed substances volatile, causing them to risewith it in the lembic. But the same does
not fix. If aman drank nothing but wine, yet for dl that the sat obtained from his urine would have a different property from
that gained out of the lees of wine. For it has undergone achemical change in the human body, having become transmuted from
avegetableinto an anima sdt -- just ashorsesthat feed on oats, straw, etc., change those vegetabl e substances into flesh and
fat, while the bee prepares honey out of the precious juices of flowers and herbs.

The great change which takes place in these and other substances is due to putrefaction, which separates and transmutes the
condtituent eements.

The common spirit of sdt, which isextracted according to the direction givenin my last declaration, if therebe added to it a
amal quantity of the "spirit of the dragon,” dissolves, volatilizes, and raises together with itsdlf in the dembic, gold and silver;
just asthe"eagle," together with the spirit of the dragon (which isfound in stony places), before the pirit is separated from its
body, is much more powerful in producing fixation than voltility.

This| also say, that if the spirit of common sat be joined to the spirit of wine, and distilled together with it, it becomes swest,
and losesits acidity. This prepared spirit does not dissolve gold bodily, but if it be poured on prepared calx of gold, it extracts
the essence of its colour and redness. If thisbe rightly done, it reduces the white and pure moon to the colour of that body from
which it wasitsalf extracted. The old body may aso receive back itsformer colour through the love of dluring Venus, from
whose blood it, in thefirst instance, derived itsorigin.

But observe, likewise, that the spirit of salt also destroys the moon, and reducesit to a spiritua essence, according to my
teaching, out of which the " potable moon " may be prepared. This spirit of the moon belongs to the spirit of the sun, asthe
femae answersto the male, by the copulation or conjunction of the spirit of mercury or itsoil.
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The spirit lieshid in mercury, the colour you must seek in sulphur, and their coagulation in sdlt; then you have three thingswhich
together are capable of once more generating aperfect thing. The spirit isfermented in the gold with its own proper oil; the
sulphur isfound in abundance in the property of precious Venus. Thiskindlesthe fixed blood which is sprung fromiit, the spirit
of the sdlt of the Sagesimparts strength and firmness, though the spirit of tartar and the spirit of urine together with true vinegar,
have greet virtue. For the spirit of vinegar is cold, and the spirit of limeisintensely hot, and thus the two spirits are found to be
of opposite natures. | do not here speak according to the customary manner of the Sages. But | must not say too openly how
the inner gates are to be unlocked.

In bidding farewell, let meimpart to you afaithful word. Seek your material in ametalic substance. Thence prepare mercury.
Thisferment with the mercury of its own proper sulphur, and coagulate them with sdlt. Distil them together; mix al according to
welght. Then you will obtain one thing, consisting of € ements sprung from one thing. Coagulate and fix it by means of
continuous warmth. Thereupon augment and ferment it athird time, according to the teaching of my two last Keys, and you will
find the object and god of your desire. The uses of the Tincture are set forth plainly in my twelfth Key.

Thanks beto God.

Asaparting kindnessto you, | am constrained to add that the spirit may aso be extracted from black Saturn and benevolent
Jupiter. When it has been reduced to asweet oil, we have ameans of robbing the common liquid quicksilver of itsvivacity, or
rendering it firm and solid, asisaso set forth in my book.

Postscript

When you have thus obtained the materid, the regimen of thefireisthe only thing on which you need bestow much attention.
Thisisthe sum and the goa of our search. For our fireisacommon fire, and our furnace acommon furnace. And though some
of my predecessors have left it in writing that our fireis not common fire, | may tell you that it was only one of their devicesfor
hiding the mysteries of our Art. For the materia iscommon, and its trestment consists chiefly in the proper adjustment of the
heet to which it is exposed.

Thefire of agpirit lamp isusdessfor our purpose. Nor isthere any profit in "horse-dung,” nor in the other kinds of hegt in the
providing of which so much expenseisincurred.

Neither do we want many kinds of furnaces. Only our thregfold furnace affords facilities for properly regulating the heet of the
fire. Therefore do not let any babbling sophist induce you to set up agresat variety of expensive furnaces. Our furnace is cheap,
our fireis cheap, and our materia is cheagp - and he who has the materia will so find afurnacein which to prepareit, just as
he who hasflour will not be at alossfor an ovenin which it may be baked. It isunnecessary to write aspecial book concerning
this part of the subject. Y ou cannot go wrong, so long as you observe the proper degree of heat, which holdsamiddie place
between hot and cold. If you discover this, you are in possession of the secret, and can practise the Art, for which the
CREATOR of dl nature be praised world without end. AMEN.

END
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