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BY THE HISTORIAN

Inwhat | have written on the Roman wars up to the present point, the story was arranged in chronologica order and as
completely asthe times then permitted. What | shdl write now follows adifferent plan, supplementing the previous forma
chronicle with adisclosure of what really happened throughout the Roman Empire. Y ou see, it was not possible, during thelife
of certain persons, to write the truth of what they did, asahistorian should. If | had, their hordes of spieswould have found out
about it, and they would have put meto amost horrible death. | could not even trust my nearest relatives. That iswhy | was
compelled to hide the real explanation of many matters glossed over in my previous books.

These secretsit isnow my duty to tell and reved the remaining hidden matters and motives. Y et when | gpproach this different
task, | find it hard indeed to have to Ssammer and retract what | have written before about the lives of Justinian and Theodora.
Worseyet, it occursto methat what | am now about to tell will seem neither probable nor plausible to future generations,
especidly astimeflows on and my story becomes ancient history. | fear they may think me awriter of fiction, and even put me
among the poets.

However, | have thismuch to cheer me, that my account will not be unendorsed by other testimony: so | shal not shrink from
the duty of completing thiswork. For the men of today, who know best the truth of these matters, will be trustworthy witnesses
to posterity of the accuracy of my evidence.

Still another thing for along time deferred my passion to reieve myself of thisuntold tale. For | wondered if it might be
prejudicia to future generations, and the wickedness of these deeds had not best remain unknown to later times: lest future
tyrants, hearing, might emulate them. It is deplorably natura that most monarchs mimic the sins of their predecessors and are
most readily disposed to turn to the evils of the past.

But, finadly, | was again constrained to proceed with this history, for the reason that future tyrants may see aso that those who
thus err cannot avoid retribution in the end, since the persons of whom | write suffered that judgment. Furthermore, the
disclosure of these actions and tempers will be published for dl time, and in consequence others will perhapsfed lessurgeto

transgress.

For who now would know of the unchastened life of Semiramis or the madness of Sardanapalus or Nero, if the record had not
thus been written by men of their own times? Besides, even those who suffer amilarly *-from later tyrantswill not find this
narrative quite unprofitable. For the miserable find comfort in the philosophy that not on them aone hasevil falen.

Accordingly, | beginthetale. First | shdl reved thefolly of Belisarius, and then the depravity of Justinian and Theodora.

1. HOW THE GREAT GENERAL BELISARIUSWASHOODWINKED BY HISWIFE

Thefather of Belisariusswife, alady whom | have mentioned in my former books, was (and so was her grandfather) a
charioteer, exhibiting that trade in Congtantinople and Thessal onica. Her mother was one of the wenches of the theater; and she
hersdf from thefirst led an utterly wanton life. Acquainted with magic drugs used by her parents before her, she learned how to
use those of compelling quaities and became the wedded wife of Bdlisarius, after having aready borne many children.

Now shewas unfaithful asawife from the start, but was careful to conceal her indiscretions by the usua precautions; not from
any awe of her spouse (for she never felt any shame at anything) and fooled him easily with her deceptions), but because she
feared the punishment of the Empress. For Theodora hated her, and had aready shown her teeth. But when that Queen
becameinvolved in difficulties, shewon her friendship by helping her, first to destroy Silverius, asshdl be related presently, and
later to ruin John of Cappadocia, as| havetold e sawhere. After that, she became more and more fearless, and casting dl



concealment aside, abandoned hersdf to the winds of desire.

There was ayouth from Thrace in the house of Belisarius. Theodosius by name, and of the Eunomian heresy by descent. On
the eve of hisexpedition to Libya, Belisarius baptized thisboy in holy water and received him in hisarms as amember
henceforth of the family, welcoming him with hiswife astheir son, according to the Chritian rite of adoption. And Antoninanot
only embraced Theodos us with reasonable fondness as her son by holy word, and thus cared for him, but soon, while her
husband was away on his campaign, becamewildly in love with him; and, out of her senseswith this malady, shook off dl fear
and shame of God and man. She began by enjoying him surreptitioudy, and ended by dallying with him in the presence of the
men servants and waiting maids. For she was now possessed by passion and, openly overwhemed with love, could see no
hindranceto its consummeation.

Once, in Carthage, Bdlisarius caught her in the very act, but alowed himself to be deceived by hiswife. Finding thetwoinan
underground room, he was very angry; but she said, showing no fear or attempt to keep anything hidden, "I came here with the
boy to bury the most precious part of our plunder, where the Emperor will not discover it." So she said by way of excuse, and
he dismissed the matter asif he believed her, even as he saw Theodos us's trousers belt somewhat unmodestly unfastened. For
s0 bound by love for the woman was he, that he preferred to distrust the evidence of hisown eyes.

As her folly progressed to an indescribable extent, those who saw what was going on kept silent, except one dave, Macedonia
by name. When Bdisariuswas in Syracuse as the conqueror of Sicily, she made her master swear solemnly never to betray her
to her mistress, and then told him the whole story, presenting s witnesses two dave boys atending the bed-chamber.

When he heard this, Belisarius ordered one of his guardsto put Theodosius away; but the latter learned of thisintimeto fleeto
Ephesus. For most of the servants, inspired by the weakness of the husband's character, were more anxious to please hiswife
than to show loydty to him, and so betrayed the order he had given. But Congtantine, when he saw Belisariuss grief at what
had befalen him, sympathized entirely except to comment, "I would have tried to kill the woman rather than the young man.”
Antoninaheard of this, and hated him in secret. How malicious was her spite againgt him shal be shown; for shewasa
scorpion who could hide her sting.

But not long after this, by the enchantment either of philtres or of her caresses, she persuaded her husband that the charges
againgt her were untrue. Without more ado he sent word to Theodosiusto return, and promised to turn Macedonia and the
two dave boys over to hiswife. Shefirgt crudly cut out their tongues, it issaid, and then cut their bodiesinto little bitswhich
were put into sacks and thrown into the sea. One of her daves, Eugenius, who had aready wrought the outrage on Silverius,
helped her inthiscrime.

And it was not long after thisthat Belisarius was persuaded by hiswifeto kill Congtantine. What happened at that time
concerning Presidius and the daggers | have narrated in my previous books. For while Belisariuswould have preferred to let
Congantine alone, Antonina gave him no peace until hisremark, which | have just repeated, was avenged. And as aresult of
this murder, much enmity was aroused against Belisarius in the hearts of the Emperor and al the most important of the Romans.

So matters progressed. But Theodosius said he was unable to return to Italy, where Bdlisarius and Antoninawere now staying,
unless Photius were put out of the way. For this Photius was the sort who would bite if anyone got the better of him in anything,
and he had reason to be choked with indignation at Theodosius. Though he was the rightful son, he was utterly disregarded
while the other grew in power and riches: they say that from the two palaces at Carthage and Ravenna Theodos us had taken
plunder amounting to a hundred centenaries, as he aone had been given the management of these conquered properties.

But Antonina, when she learned of Theodosiuss fear, never ceased laying snaresfor her son and planning deadly plots against
hiswefare, until he saw he would have to escape to Congtantinople if he wished to live. Then Theodosius cameto Italy and
her. There they stayed in the satisfaction of their love, unhindered by the complaisant husband; and later she took them both to
Congtantinople. There Theodosius became so worried lest the affair became generally known, that he was at hiswit'send. He
saw it would be impossible to fool everybody, as the woman was no longer able to conced her passon and indulgeit secretly,
but thought nothing of being in fact and in reputation an avowed adulteress.



Therefore he went back to Ephesus, and having his head shaved after the religious custom, became a monk. Whereupon
Antoning, insane over her loss, exhibited her grief by donning mourning; and went around the house shrieking and wailing,
lamenting even in the presence of her husband what a good friend she had lost, how faithful, how tender, how loving, how
energetic! In the end, even her spouse was won over to join in her sorrow. And so the poor wretch wept too, caling for his
beloved Theodosius. Later he even went to the Emperor and implored both him and the Empress, till they consented to
summon Theodosiusto return, as one who was and would adways be a necessity in the house of Belisarius.

But Theodos us refused to leave his monastery, saying he was completely resolved to give himsalf forever to the cloistered life.
This noble pronouncement, however, was not entirely sincere, for he was aware that as soon as Bdlisarius left Constantinople,
it would be possible for him to come secretly to Antonina. Which, indeed, he did.

2. HOW BELATED JEALOUSY AFFECTED BELISARIUSSMILITARY JUDGMENT

For soon Belisarius went off to war on Chosroes, and he took Photius with him; but Antoninaremained behind, though this
was contrary to her usua habit. She had aways preferred to voyage wherever her husband went, lest he, being done, cometo
his senses and, forgetting her enchantments, think of her for once as she deserved. But now, so that Theodosius might have free
accessto her, she planned once more how to rid herself permanently of Photius. She bribed some of Belisariuss guardsto
dander and insult her son at al times; while she, writing letters dmost every day, denounced him, and thus set everything in
motion againgt him. Compelled by dl of thisto counterplot againgt his mother, Photius got awitnessto come from
Congtantinople with evidence of Theodosuss commerce with Antonina, took him to Belisarius, and commanded him to tell the
whole story.

When Bdlisarius heard it, he became passionately angry, fell a Photiuss feet, kissed them, and begged him to revenge one who
had been so wronged by those who should least have trested him thus. "My dearest boy," he said, "your father, whoever he
was, you have never known, for heleft you at your mother's breast when the sands of hislife were measured. Nor have you
even benefited from his estate, since he was not overblessed with wealth. But brought up by me, though | was only your
stepfather, you have arrived at an age where it becomes you to avenge my wrongs. |, who have raised you to consular rank,
and given you the opportunity of acquiring such riches, might call myself your father and mother and entire kindred, and | would
be right, my son. For itisnot by their kinship of blood, but by their friendly deeds that men are wont to measure their bondsto
one another.

"Now the hour has come, when you must not only look on mein the ruin of my household and the loss of my greatest treasure,
but as one sharing the shame of your mother in the reproach of al mankind. And consider too, that the sins of women injure not
only their husbands, but touch even more bitterly their children, whaose reputation suffers the greater from this reason, that they
are expected to inherit the digposition of those who bore them.

"Y et remember thisof me, that | still love my wife exceedingly well; and if it isin my power to punish the ruiner of my house, to
her | shal do no hurt. But while Theodosiusis present, | cannot condone this charge against her."

When he had heard this, Photius agreed to serve him in everything; but at the same time he was afraid lest some trouble might
cometo himsdf fromit, for he had little confidence in Bdisariuss strength of will, where hiswife was concerned. And among
other unhappy possibilities, he remembered with distaste what had happened to Macedonia. So he had Belisarius exchange
with him al the oaths that are held most sacred and binding among Chrigtians, and each swore never to betray the other, even
inthemost mortd peril.

Now for the present they decided the time had not yet come to take action. But as soon as Antonina should arrive from
Congantinople and Theodosius return to Ephesus, Photius was to go to Ephesus and dispose without difficulty of Theodosius

and his property.

It was at thistime that they had invaded the Persian country with the entire army, and there occurred to John of Cappadocia
what isreported in my previousworks. There | had to hush up one matter out of prudence, namely, that it was not without
malice aforethought that Antonina deceived John and his daughter, but by many oaths, than which none is more reverenced by



the Christians, sheinduced them to trust her as one who would never usethemill. After she had donethis, feding more
confident than before of the friendship of the Empress, she sent Theodosiusto Ephesus, and hersdlf, with no suspicion of
opposition, set out for the Eat.

Bdisarius had just taken the fort of Sisauranum when the news of her coming was brought to him; and he, setting everything
else as nothing in comparison, ordered the army to retire. It so happened, as| have shown el sewhere, that other things had
occurred to the expedition which fitted in with his order to withdraw, however, as| said in the foreword to this book, it was
not safe for me at that timeto tell al the underlying motives of these events. Accusation was consequently made against
Bdisariusby dl the Romansthat he had put the most urgent affairs of state below the lesser interests of his persona household.
For the fact was that, possessed with jeal ous passion for hiswife, he was unwilling to go far away from Roman territory, so
that as soon as he should learn hiswife was coming from Congtantinople, he could immediately seize her and avenge himself on
Theodosius.

For thisreason he ordered the forces under Arethasto crossthe Tigris River; and they returned home, having accomplished
nothing worthy of mention. And he himsdf was careful not to leave the Roman frontier for much more than aone hour'sride.
Indeed, the fort of Sisauranum, going by way of the city of Nisbis, is not more than aday'sjourney for awell-mounted man
from the Roman border; and by another routeis only haf that distance. Y et if he had been willing in the beginning to crossthe
Tigriswith hisentirearmy, | believe he could have taken al the plunder in theland of Assyria, and marched asfar asthe city of
Ctesphon, with none to hinder him. And he could have rescued the captured Antiochans and whatever other Romans
misfortune had brought there, and restored them to their native lands.

Furthermore, he was culpable for Chosroes's unhindered return home from Colchis. How this happened | shal now reveal.
When Chosroes, Cabades's son, invading the land of Colchis, accomplished not only what | have elsewhere narrated, but
captured Petra, agreat part of the army of the Medes was destroyed, either in battle or because of the difficulty of the country.
For Lazica, as| have explained, isamost roadless and very mountainous. Also pestilence, falling upon them, had destroyed
most of -the army, and many had died from lack of necessary food and treatment. It was at thistime that messengers came
from Persawith newsthat Belisarius, having conquered Nabedes in battle before the city of Nisibis, was gpproaching; that he
had taken the fort of Sisauranum by siege, captured at the point of the spear Bleschames and eight hundred Persian cavalry;
and that he had sent a second army of Romans under Arethas, ruler of the Saracens, to crossthe Tigrisand ravage dl theland
there that heretofore had not known fear.

It happened also that the army of Huns which Chosroes had sent into Roman Armenia, to create adiversion there so that the
Romans would not notice his expedition into Lazica, had falen into the hands of Vaerian and his Romans, as other messengers
now reported; and that these barbarians had been badly beaten in battle, and most of them killed. When the Persians heard
this, dready inlow spirits over their ill fortune among the Lazi, they now feared if they should meet ahogtilearmy intheir
present difficulties, among precipices and wilderness, they would dl perishin disorder. And they feared, too, for their children
and their wives and their country; indeed, the noblest men in the army of the Medes reviled Chosroes, calling him one who had
broken his plighted word and the common law of man, by invading in time of peace the land of the Romans. He had wronged,
they cried, the oldest and grestest of dl nations, which he could not possibly surpassinwar. A mutiny wasimminent.

Aroused at this, Chosroes found the following remedy for the trouble. He read them aletter which the Empress had recently
written to Zaberganes. Thiswasthe |l etter:

"How highly | esteem you, Zaberganes, and that | believe you friendly to our State, you, who were ambassador to us not so
long ago, are wd |l aware. Would you not be acting suitably to this high opinion which I have for you, if you could persuade
King Chosroes to choose peace with our government? If you do this, | can promise you will be rewarded by my husband, who
does nothing without my advice."

Chosroes read this aloud, and asked the Persian leadersif they thought this was an Empire which awoman managed. Thus he
camed their nervousness. But even so, he withdrew from the place with considerable anxiety, thinking that a any moment
Bdisariussforces would confront him. And when none of the enemy appeared to bar hisretreat, with greet relief he marched



back to his native land.

3. SHOWING THE DANGER OF INTERFERING WITH A WOMAN'SINTRIGUES

On hisreturn to Roman territory, Bdisarius found hiswife just arriving from Congtantinople. He put her under guardin
disgrace, and often was on the point of putting her to death; but each time he weakened, overcome, | suppose, by the
rekindling of hislovefor her. But they say he was dso driven from his senses by philtres she gave. him.

Meanwhile the outraged Photius had gone to Ephesus, taking the eunuch Calligonus, pander for his mistress, with him, in
chains, and under the whip, during the course of hisjourney Calligonus confessed al hislady's secrets. But Theodosius again
learned of his peril, and fled to the Church of . John the Apostle, which isthe holiest and most revered sanctuary theregbouts.
However Andrew, Bishop of Ephesus, was bribed by Photius to give the man up into his hands.

Theodorawas now in some fear for Antonina, for she had heard what had happened to her; so she sent word to Bdlisariusto
bring hiswife to Congtantinople. Photius, hearing of this, sent Theodosiusto Cilicia, where his own lancers and shield-bearers
happened to be wintering; enjoining upon those who took him thither to do so as secretly as possible, and on arriving in Cilicia
to hide him privatdly in the garrison, letting no one know wherein the world he was. Then, with Calligonus and Theodosiuss
consderable moneys, Photius went to Constantinople.

Now the Empress gave evidence to al mankind that for every murder to which she was indebted, she could pay in greater and
even more savage requital. For Antonina had betrayed for her one enemy, when she had lately ensnared the Cappadocian; but
sheruined, for Antonina's sake, anumber of blameless men. Some of Belisarius's and Photius's acquai ntances she put to the
torture, when the only charge against them was that they were friends of the two (and to this day we do not know what was
their ultimate fate), and others she banished into exile on the same accusation.

One man who had accompanied Photius to Ephesus, a Senator who was aso named Theodosius, not only lost his property but
was thrown into a dungeon, where he was, fastened to amanger by arope around his neck so short that the noose was always
tight and could not be dackened. Consequently the poor man had to stand at the manger dl the time, whether he ate or sought
deep or performed the other needs of the body. The only difference between him and an ass, wasthat . he could not bray. The
time the man passed in this condition was not less than four months; after which, overcome by melancholy, he went mad, and
assuch they set himfreeto die.

The rdluctant Belisarius she forced to become reconciled with hiswife; while Photius, after she had him tortured likeadave
and scourged on the back and shoulders, was ordered to tell where Theodosius and the pander were. But in spite of his
anguish at the torture he kept silent as he had sworn to do; though he had aways been delicate and sickly, had had to be very
careful of hishealth, and was hitherto inexperienced in such outrage and ill trestment. Y et none of Bdlisariuss secretsdid he
divulge

Later, however, everything that up to thistime had been concedled cametto light. Discovering Caligonusin the neighborhood,
Theodora handed him over to Antonina, and then had Theodosius brought back to Constantinople, where she hid him in her
palace. On the day after hisarriva she sent for Antonina. "My dearest lady,” she said, "apearl fdl into my hands yesterday,
such aone as no morta has ever seen. If you wish, | will not grudge you asight of thisjews, but will show it to you." Not
knowing what had happened, her friend begged Theodorato show her the pearl; and the Empress, leading Theodosius from
the rooms of one of the eunuchs, revealed him.

For amoment Antonina, speechlesswith joy, remained dumb. Then she broke into an ecstasy of gratitude, and caled
Theodora her saviour, her benefactress, and her true mistress. Theresfter, the Empress kept Theodosiusin the palace,
wrapping himin every luxury, and declared she would even make him genera of al the Roman forces before long. justice,
however, intervened. Carried off by a dysentery, he disappeared from the world of men.

Now in Theodora's palace were certain secret dungeon rooms. dark, unknown, and remote, wherein there was no difference
between day and night. In one of these Photius languished for along time. He had the good fortune, however, to escape, not



once, but twice. Thefirgt time he took refuge in the Church of the Virgin Mother, which isthe most holy and famous of the
churchesin Congtantinople, and there took his place at the sacred table as a suppliant. But she captured him even here, and
had him removed by force. The second time hefled to the Church of St. Sophia and sought sanctuary at the holy font, which of
al placesthe Christians most reverence. Y et even from here the woman was able to drag him: for to her no spot was too awful
or venerable to transgress, and she thought nothing of violating dl the sanctuaries put together. Like adl the rest of the people,
the Chrigtian priests were struck dumb with horror, but stood to one side and suffered her to do as she willed.

Now for three years Photius remained thusin his cdll; and then the prophet Zechariah cameto him in adream, and ordered him
in the name of the Lord to escape, promising to aid himin this. Trusting in the vision, he broke loose again, and unnoticed by
anyone made his way to Jerusalem. Though he passed through countless thousands of men on hisflight, not one of them saw
the youth. There he shaved his head, assumed the garb of the monks, and was free at last from the punishment of Theodora.

But Bdisarius, disregarding hisword of honor, took no measures to avenge his accomplice's suffering of such impious
trestment as has been told. And dl of hismilitary expeditions from thistime on- failed, presumably by the will of God- For his
next campaign against Chosroes and the M edes, who were for the third time invading Roman territory, was severdly criticized;
though one good thing was said of him, that he had driven the foe back. But when Chosroes crossed the Euphrates River, took
the great city of Cadlinicuswithout abattle, and endaved myriads of Roman citizens, while Bdisarius was careful not evento
pursue the enemy when he retired, he won the reputation of being one of two things-either atraitor or acoward.

4, HOW THEODORA HUMILIATED THE CONQUEROR OF AFRICA AND ITALY

Soon after this, afurther disaster befell him. The plague, which | have described elsawhere, became epidemic at
Congantinople, and the Emperor Justinian was taken grievoudy ill; it was even said he had died of it. Rumor spread this report
till it reached the Roman army camp. There some of the officers said that if the Romanstried to establish anyone dse a
Congtantinople as Emperor, they would never recognize him. Presently, the Emperor's health bettered, and the officers of the
army brought charges against each other, the generds Peter and John the Glutton aleging they had heard Bdisarius and Buzes
making the above declaration.

This hypothetical mutiny the indignant Queen took asintended by the two men to refer to hersdlf. So sherecalled dl the officers
to Congtantinople to investigate the matter; and she summoned Buzes impromptu to her private quarters, on the pretext she
wished to discuss with him matters of sudden urgency.

Now undernesth the pal ace was an underground cellar, secure and labyrinthian, comparable to the infernd regions, in which
mogt of those who gave offense to her were eventualy entombed. And so Buzes was thrown into this oubliette, and there the
man, though of consular rank, remained with no one cognizant of hisfate. Neither, as he sat there in darkness, could he ever
know whether it was day or night, nor could he learn from anyone e se; for the man who each day threw him hisfood was
dumb, and the scene was that of one wild beast confronting another. Everybody soon thought him dead, but no one dared to
mention even hismemory. But after two years and four months, Theodoratook pity on the man and released him. Ever after he
was hdf blind and sick in body. Thisiswhat shedid to Buzes.

Bdisarius, dthough none of the charges against him were proved, was a the ins stence of the Empress rlieved of his command
by the Emperor; who appointed Martinusin his place as Generd of the armies of the East. Bdlisariusslancersand
shield-bearers, and such of his servants as were of military use, he ordered to be divided between the other generals and
certain of the palace eunuchs. Drawing lots for these men and their arms, they portioned them asthe chancesfell. And his
friends, and al who formerly had served him, were forbidden ever to visit Belisarius. It was abitter Sight, and one no one
would ever have thought credible, to see Belisarius a private citizen in Constantinople, amost deserted, melancholy and
miserable of countenance, and ever expectant of afurther conspiracy to accomplish his degth.

Then the Empress|earned he had acquired great wedlth in the East, and sent one of the eunuchs of the palace to confiscateit.
Antonina, as| have told, was now quite out of temper with her husband, but on the most friendly and intimate termswith the
Queen, since she had got rid of John of Cappadocia. So, to please Antoning, Theodora arranged everything so that the wife



would appear to have asked mercy for her husband, and from such peril to have saved hislife; and the poor wretch not only
became quite reconciled to her, but let her make him her humblest dave for having saved him from the Queen. And thisishow
that happened.

One morning, Belisarius went to the paace as usud with hisfew and pitiful followers. Finding the Emperor and Empress
hostile, he was further insulted in their presence by bassborn and common men. Late in the evening he went home, often turning
around as he withdrew and looking in every direction for those who might be advancing to put him to death. Accompanied by
this dread, he entered his home and sat down alone upon his couch. His spirit broken, he failed even to remember thetime
when he was aman; swesting, dizzy and trembling, he counted himsdlf lost; devoured by davish fears and morta worry, he
was completely emasculated.

Antonina, who neither knew just what arrangement of his fate had been made nor much cared what would become of him, was
walking up and down nearby pretending a heartburn; for they were not exactly on friendly terms. Meanwhile, an officer of the
palace, Quadratus by name, had come as the sun went down, and passing through the outer hall, suddenly stood at the door of
the men's apartments to say he had been sent here by the Empress. And when Bdlisarius heard that, he drew up hisarmsand
legs onto the couch and lay down on his back, ready for the end. So far had al manhood left him.

Quadratus, however, approached only to hand him aletter from the Queen. And thus the letter read: ™Y ou know, Sir, your
offense againgt us. But because | am grestly indebted to your wife, | have decided to dismiss al charges against you and give
her your life. So for the future you may be of good cheer asto your persona safety and that of your property; but we shdl
know by what happens to you how you conduct yourself toward her."

When Bdisarius read thisintoxicated with joy and yearning to give evidence of his gratitude, he legpt from his couch and
prostrated himsdlf at the feet of hiswife. With each hand fondling one of her legs, licking with histongue the sole of first one of
her feet and then the other, he cried that she wasthe cause of hislife and of his safety: henceforth he would be her faithful dave,
instead of her lord and master.

The Empress then gave thirty gold centenaries of his property to the Emperor, and returned what was left to Belisarius. Thisis
what happened to the great generd to whom destiny had not long before given both Gelimer and Vitiges to be captives of his
spear! But the wedlth that this subject of theirs had acquired had long ago gnawed jeal ous wounds in the hearts of Justinian and
Theodora, who deemed it grown too big for any but theimperid coffers. And they said he had concedled most of Gelimer's
and Vitigess moneys, which by conquest belonged to the State and had handed over only asmdll fraction, hardly worth
accepting by an Emperor. Y et, when they counted the labors the man had accomplished, and the cries of reproach they might
arouse among the people, since they had no credible pretext for punishing him, they kept their peace: until now, when the
Empress, discovering him out of his senseswith terror, a one fell stroke managed to become mistress of dl hisfortune.

To tie him further to her, she betrothed Joannina, Belisariuss only daughter, to Anastasius her nephew.

Bdisarius now asked to be given back his old command, and as Genera of the East |ead the Roman armies once more against
Chosroes and the Medes; but Antoninawould not hear of it. It was there she had been insulted by him before, she said, and
she never wanted to see the place again. Accordingly, Belisarius was instead made Count of the imperial remounts, and fared
forth a second time to Italy; agreeing with the Emperor, they say, not to ask him at any time for money toward thiswar, but to
prepare dl the military equipment from his private purse.

Now everybody took it for granted that Bdlisarius had arranged this with hiswife and made the agreement about the expedition
with the Emperor, merely so asto get away from his humiliating position in Constantinople; and that as soon as he had gotten
outside the city, he intended to take up arms and retaiate, nobly and as becomes aman, againgt hiswife and those who had
done him wrong. Instead, he made light of al he had experienced, forgot or discounted hisword of honor to Photiusand his
other friends, and followed hiswife about in a perfect ecstasy of love: and that when she had now arrived at the age of sixty
years.

However, as soon ashe arrived in Italy, some new and different trouble happened with each fresh day, for even Providence



had turned against him. For the plansthis Generd had laid in the former campaign against Theodatus and Vitiges, though they
did not seem to befitting to the event, usudly turned out to his advantage; while now, though he was credited with laying better
plans, aswasto be expected after his previous experience in warfare, they all turned out badly: so that the final judgment was
that he had no sense of strategy.

Indeed, it is not by the plans of men, but by the hand of God that the affairs of men are directed; and this men call Fate, not
knowing the reason for what things they see occur; and what seemsto be without cause is easy to call the accident of chance.
Stll, thisisamatter every morta will decide for himsdf according to histaste.

5.HOW THEODORA TRICKED THE GENERAL'SDAUGHTER

From his second expedition to Italy Belisarius brought back nothing but disgrace: for in the entire five years of the campaign he
was unable to set foot on that land, as | have related in my former books, because there was no tenable position there; but al
thistime sailed up and down along the coast.

Totila, indeed, was willing enough to meet him before his city walls, but could not catch him there, sincelike therest of the
Roman army he was afraid to fight. Wherefore Belisarius recovered nothing of what had been logt, but even lost Romein
addition; and everything esg, if there were anything left to lose. His mind wasfilled with avarice during thistime, and he thought
of nothing but base gain. Since he had been given no funds by the Emperor, he plundered nearly dl the ltaianslivingin
Ravennaand Sicily, and wherever else he found opportunity: collecting ahill, asit were, for which those who dwelt there were
in no way responsible. Thus, he even went to Herodian and asked him for money, and his threats so enraged Herodian that he
rebelled againgt the Roman army and gave his services, with those of hisfollowers and the city of Spoletum, to Totilaand the
Goths.

And now | shal show how it came about that Belisarius and John, the nephew of Vitdian, became estranged: adivision that
brought great disaster to Roman affairs.

Now so thoroughly did the Empress hate Germanus, and so conspicuoudy, that no one dared to become ardlative of his,
though he was the nephew of the Emperor. His sons remained unmarried while she lived, and his daughter Justina, though in the
flower of eighteen summers, was sill unwedded. Consequently, when John, sent by Bdlisarius, arrived in Congtantinople,
Germanus was forced to gpproach him as a possible son-in-law, though John was not at al worthy in station of such an
dliance. But when they had come to an agreement, they bound each other by most solemn oaths to complete the alliance by dl
meansin their power; and thiswas necessary because neither had any confidence in the good faith of the other. For John knew
he was seeking a marriage far above hisrank, and Germanus feared that even this man might try to dip out of the contract.

The Empress, of course, was unable to contain hersdf at this: and in every way, by every possible device, however unworthy,
tried to hinder the event. When, for dl her menaces, she was unable to deter either of them, she publicly threatened to put John
to death. After this, on john'sreturn to Itay, fearing Antoninamight join the plot against him, he did not dare to meet Belisarius
until sheleft for Congtantinople. That Antoninahad been charged by the Queen to help murder him, no one could have thought
unlikely; and when he considered Antonina's habits and Belisariuss endavement by hiswife, John was as greetly ashewas
reasonably adarmed.

The Roman expedition, dready onitslast legs, now collgpsed entirdly. And thisis how Bdisarius concluded the Gothic war. In
despair he begged the Emperor to let him come home asfast as he could sail. And when he received the monarch's permission
to do this, heleft straightway in high spirits, bidding along farewell to the Roman army and to Italy. He left dmost everything in
the power of the enemy; and while he was on hisway home, Perusia, hard pressed by amost bitter sege, was captured and
submitted to every possible misery, as| have e sawhere related.

Asif thiswere not enough, he suffered afurther personal misfortune in the following manner. The Empress Theodora, desiring
to marry the daughter of Belisarius to her nephew, worried the girl's parents with frequent letters. To avoid thisaliance, they
delayed the ceremony until they could both be present at it," and then, when the Empress summoned them to Constantinople,
pretended they were unable at the timeto leave Italy. But the Queen was gill determined her nephew should be master of



Bdisariusswedlth, for she knew his daughter would inherit it, as Bdlisarius had no other child. Y et she had no confidencein
Antoning; and fearing that after her own life was ended, Antoninawould not be loya to her house, for dl that she had been so
helpful in the Empresss emergencies, and that she would bresk the agreement, Theodora did an unhaly thing.

She made the boy and girl live together without any ceremony. And they say sheforced the girl againgt her will to submit to his
clandestine embrace, so that, being thus deflowered, the girl would agree to the marriage, and the Emperor could not forbid the
event. However, after thefird ravishing, Anastasius and the girl fell warmly in love with each other, and for not lessthan eight
months continued their unmarita relations.

But when, after Theodora's desth, Antonina came to Constantinople, she was unwilling to forget the outrage the Queen had
committed againgt her. Not bothering about the fact that if she united her daughter to any other man, she would be making an
ex-progtitute out of her, she refused to accept Theodora's nephew as a son-in-law, and by force tore the girl, ignoring her
fondest pleadings, from the man she loved.

For this act of sensealess obstinacy she was universally censured. Y et when her husband came home, she easily persuaded him
to approve her course: which should have openly disclosed the character of the man. Still, though he had pledged himself to
Photius and others of hisfriends, and then broken hisword, there were plenty who sympathized with him. For they thought the
reason for his perjury was not uxoriousness, but his fear of the Empress. But after Theodoradied, as| havetold, he till took
no thought of Photius or any of hisfriends; and it was clear he caled Antonina his misiress, and Calligonus the pander, his
measter. And then adl men saw his shame, made him apublic laughing stock, and reviled him to hisface as a nitwit. Now wasthe
folly of Bdisarius completely reveded.

Asfor Sergius, son of Bacchus, and hismisdeedsin Libya, | have described that affair sufficiently in my chapter elsewhere on
the subject: how he was mogt guilty for the disaster there to Roman power, and how he disregarded the gospd oath he had
sworn to the Levathae, and crimindly put to degth their eighty ambassadors. So there remains for me to add now only this, that
neither did these men cometo Sergius with any intention of treachery, nor did Sergius have any suspicion that they did; but
nevertheless, after inviting them to abanquet under pledge of safety, he put them shamefully to desath. Thisresulted in the loss of
Solomon, the Roman Army, and dl the Libyans. For consequent to this affair, especidly after Solomon's degth, as| havetold,
neither officer nor soldier waswilling to venture the dangers of battle. Most notably John son of Sisinnolus, kept entirely from
thefiled of war because of his hatred of Sergius, until Areobinus cameto Libya

This Sergiuswas aluxurious person and no soldier; juvenilein nature and years, ajedous and swaggering bully; awanton liver
and ablowhard. But after became the accepted suitor of her niece and was this related to Antonina, Belasariuss wife, the
Empress would not alow him to be punished or removed from his command, even when she saw Libyasureto belost. And
with the Emperor's consent she even let Solomon, Sergius brother, go scot-free after the murder of Pegasius. How this
happened, | shall now relate.

After Pegasius had ransomed Solomon from the Levathae, and the barbarians had gone home, Solomon with Pegasius his
ransomer and afew soldiers, set out for Carthage. And on the way Pegasius reminded Solomon of the wrong he had done,
and said he should thank God for his rescue from the enemy. Solomon vexed at being reproached for having been taken
captive, straightway dew Pegasius, and thiswas his requitd to the man who saved him. But when Solomon arrived in
Congtantinople, the Emperor pardoned him on the ground that the man he killed was atraitor to the Roman state. So Solomon
thisescaping justice, left gladly for the East to vidit his native country and hisfamily. Y et God's vengeance overtook him on the
very journey, and removed him from the world of men.

Thisisthe explanation of the affair between Solomon and Pegasius.
6. IGNORANCE OF THE EMPEROR JUSTIN, AND HOW HISNEPHEW JUSTINIAN
WASTHE VIRTUAL RULER

| now cometo the tale of what sort of beings Justinian and Theodorawere, and how they brought confusion on the Roman
State.
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During the rule of the Emperor Leo in Congtantinople, three young farmers of [llyrian birth, named Zimarchus, Ditybistus, and
Justin of Bederiang, after adesperate struggle with poverty, left their homesto try their fortune in the army. They madetheir
way to Constantinople on foot, carrying on their shoulderstheir blankets in which were wrapped no other equipment except
the biscuitsthey had baked at home. When the arrived and were admitted into military service, the Emperor chose them for the
palace guard; for they were dl three fine-looking men.

Later, when Anastas us succeeded to the throne, war broke out with the | saurians when that nation rebelled; and againgt them
Anastasius sent acongderable army under John the Hunchback. This John for some offense threw Judtin into the guardhouse,
and on the following day would have sentenced him to death, had he not been stopped by avision appearing to him in adream.
For in thisdream, the generd said, he beheld abeing, gigantic in Sze and in every way mightier than mortas: and thisbeing
commanded him to release the man whom he had arrested that day. Waking from his deep, John said, he decided the dream
was not worth considering. But the next night the vision returned, and again he heard the same words he had heard before; yet
even so he was not persuaded to obey its command. But for the third time the vision gppeared in his dreams, and threatened
him with fearful consequencesif he did not do asthe angd ordered: warning that he would be in sore need of thisman and his
family theresfter, when the day of wrath should overtake him. And thistime Justin was rel eased.

Astime went on, this Justin came to great power. For the Emperor Anastasius gppointed him Count of the palace guard; and
when the Emperor departed from thisworld, by the force of hismilitary power Justin seized the throne. By thistime he was an
old man on the verge of the grave, and o illiterate that he could neither read nor write: which never before could have been
said of aRoman ruler. It wasthe custom for an Emperor to sign his edicts with his own hand, but he neither made decrees nor
was able to understand the business of state at all.

The man on whom it befdll to assist him as Quaestor was named Proclus; and he managed everything to suit himsdlf. But so
that he might have some evidence of the Emperor's hand, he invented the following device for his clerksto construct. Cutting
out of ablock of wood the shapes of the four |etters required to make the Latin word, they dipped apen into the ink used by
emperorsfor their sgnatures, and put it in the Emperor's fingers. Laying the block of wood | have described on the paper to be
sgned, they guided the Emperor's hand so that his pen outlined the four letters, following al the curves of the stencil: and thus
they withdrew with the FIAT Of the Emperor. Thisis how the Romans were ruled under Justin.

Hiswifewas named Lupicina adave and abarbarian, she was bought to be his concubine. With Justin, asthe sun of hislife
was about to set, she ascended the throne.

Now Justin was able to do his subjects neither harm nor good. For he was smple, unable to carry on a conversation or make a
gpeech, and utterly bucolic. His nephew Justinian, while still ayouth, wasthe virtud ruler-, and the of more and worse
caamitiesto the Romans than any one man in dl their previous history that has come down to us.- For he had no scruples,
against murder or the seizing of other persons property; and it was nothing to him to make away with myriads of men, even
when they gave him no cause. He had no care for preserving established customs, but was dway's eager for new experiments,
and, in short, was the greatest corrupter of al noble traditions.

Though the plague, described in my former books, attacked the whole world, no fewer men escaped than perished of it; for
some never were taken by the disease, and others recovered after it had smitten them. But this man, not one of all the Romans
could escape; but asif he were a second pestilence sent from heaven, he fell on the nation and left no man quite untouched. For
some he dew without reason, and some he released to struggle with penury, and their fate was worse than that of those who
had perished, so that they prayed for desth to free them from their misery; and others he robbed of their property and their
livestogether.

When there was nothing left to ruin in the Roman state, he determined the conquest of Libyaand Italy, for no other reason than
to destroy the peopl e there, as he had those who were dready his subjects.

Indeed, his power was not ten days old, before he dew Amantius, chief of the palace eunuchs, and several others, on no
graver charge than that Amantius had made some rash remark about John, Archbishop of the city. After this, he was the most
feared of men.
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Immediatdy after this he sent for the rebe Vitaian, to whom he had first given pledges of safety, and partaken with him of the
Chrigtian communion. But soon after he became suspicious and jedlous, and murdered Vitaian and hiscompanionsat a
banquet in the palace: thus showing he considered himself in no way bound by the most sacred of pledges.

7. OUTRAGES OF THE BLUES

The people had since long previous time been divided, as | have explained e sawhere, into two factions, the Blues and the
Greens. Judtinian, by joining the former party, which had dready shown favor to him, was able to bring everything into
confusion and turmoil, and by its power to sink the Roman state to its knees before him. Not al the Blues were willing to follow
his leadership, but there were plenty who were eager for civil war. Y et even these, as the trouble spread, seemed the most
prudent of men, for their crimes were less awful than wasin their power to commit. Nor did the Green partisansremain quiet,
but showed their resentment as violently asthey could, though one by one they were continualy punished; which, indeed, urged
them each time to further recklessness. For men who are wronged are likely to become desperate.

Then it was that Jugtinian, fanning the flame and openly inciting the Bluesto fight, made the whole Roman Empire shake on its
foundation, asif an earthquake or a cataclysm had stricken it, or every city within its confines had been taken by the foe.
Everything everywhere was uprooted: nothing was left undisturbed by him. Law and order, throughout the State, overwhelmed
by distraction, were turned upside down.

Firgt the rebel srevol utionized the style of wearing their hair. For they had it cut differently from the rest of the Romans. not
molesting the mustache or beard, which they alowed to keep on growing aslong asit would, asthe Persans do, but clipping
the hair short on the front of the head down to the temples, and letting it hang down in great length and disorder in the back, as
the Massageti do. Thisweird combination they caled the Hun haircut.

Next they decided to wear the purple stripe on their togas, and swaggered about in adressindicating arank above their
gation: for it was only by ill-gotten money they were ableto buy thisfinery. And the deeves of their tunics were cut tight about
the wrigts, while from there to the shoulders they were of an ineffable fullness; thus, whenever they moved their hands, aswhen
gpplauding at the theater or encouraging adriver in the hippodrome, these immense deeves fluttered conspicuoudy, displaying
to the smple public what beautiful and well-devel oped physiques were these that required such large garmentsto cover them.
They did not consider that by the exaggeration of this dress the meagerness of their stunted bodies appeared al the more
noticesble. Their cloaks, trousers, and boots were also different: and these too were called the Hun style, which they imitated.

Almogt al of them carried sted openly from thefirgt, while by day they concedled their two-edged daggers aong the thigh
under their cloaks. Callecting in gangs as soon as dusk fell, they robbed their bettersin the open Forum and in the narrow
aleys, snatching from passershy their mantles, belts, gold brooches, and whatever they had in their hands. Some they killed
after robbing them, so they could not inform anyone of the assault.

These outrages brought the enmity of everybody on them, especidly that of the Blue partisans who had not taken active part in
the discord. When even the | atter were molested, they began to wear brass belts and brooches and cheaper cloaks than most
of them were privileged to display, lest their elegance should lead to their degths; and even before the sun went down they went
home to hide. But the evil progressed; and as no punishment came to the criminals from those in charge of the public peace,
their boldnessincreased more and more. For when crime findsitsalf licensed, there are no limitsto its abuses; since even when
itispunished, it is never quite suppressed, most men being by nature easily turned to error. Such, then, was the conduct of the
Blues.

Some of the opposite party joined thisfaction so asto get even with the people of their original sde who had ill-treated them;
othersfled in secret to other lands, but many were captured before they could get away, and perished ether at the hands of
their foes or by sentence of the State. And many other young men offered themsalves to this society who had never before
taken any interest in the quarrdl, but were now induced by the power and possibility of insolence they could thus acquire. For
thereisno villainy to which men give aname that was not committed during thistime, and remained unpunished.

Now ét firg they killed only their opponents. But as matters progressed, they aso murdered men who had done nothing against
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them. And there were many who bribed them with money, pointing out persona enemies, whom the Blues straightway
dispatched, declaring these victims were Greens, when as a matter of fact they were utter strangers. And al thiswent on not
any longer at dark and by stedlth, but in every hour of the day, everywhere in the city: before the eyes of the most notable men
of the government, if they happened to be bystanders. For they did not need to concedl their crimes, having no fear of
punishment, but considered it rather to the advantage of their reputation, as proving their strength and manhood, to kill with one
stroke of the dagger any unarmed man who happened to be passing by.

No one could hopeto live very long under this state of affairs, for everybody suspected he would be the next to bekilled. No
place was safe, no time of day offered any pledge of security, since these murders went on in the holiest of sanctuaries even
during divine services. No confidence was left in onesfriends or relatives, for many died by conspiracy of members of their
own households. Nor was there any investigation after these deeds, but the blow would fall unexpectedly, and none avenged
the victim. No longer wasthereleft any forcein law or contract, because,of this disorder, but everything was settled by
violence. The State might aswell have been atyranny: not one, however, that had been established, but one that was being
overturned daily and ever recommencing.

The magistrates seemed to have been driven from their senses, and their wits endaved by the fear of one man. Thejudges,
when deciding cases that came up before them, cast their votes not according to what they thought right or lawful, but
according as either of the disputants was an enemy or friend of the faction in power. For ajudge who disregarded its
ingtruction was sentencing himself to death. And many creditors were forced to receipt the bills they had sent to their debtors
without being paid what was due them; and many thus againgt their will had to free their daves.

And they say that certain ladies were forced by their own davesto do what they did not want to do; and the sons of notable
men, getting mixed up with these young bandits, compelled their fathers, among other acts against their will, to hand over their
properties to them. Many boys were congtrained, with their fathers knowledge, to serve the unnaturd desires of the Blues; and
happily married women met the same misfortune,

It istold that awoman of no undue beauty was ferrying with her husband to the suburb opposite the mainland; when some men
of this party met them on the water, and jumping into her boat, dragged her abusively from her husband and made her enter
their vessal. She had whispered to her spouse to trust her and have no fear of any reproach, for she would not alow hersdlf to
be dishonored. Then, ashelooked at her in great grief, she threw her body into the Bosphorus and forthwith vanished from the
world of men. Such were the deeds this party dared to commit at that timein Constantinople.

Yet dl of thisdisturbed people less than Justinian's offenses againgt the State. For those who suffer the most grievoudy from
evildoersarerelieved of the greater part of their anguish by the expectation they will sometime be avenged by law and
authority. Men who are confident of the future can bear more easily and less painfully their present troubles; but when they are
outraged even by the government what befdlsthem is naturdly al the more grievous, and by thefailing of al hope of redress
they are turned to utter despair. And Justinian's crime was that he was not only unwilling to protect the injured, but saw no
reason why he should not be the open head of the guilty faction; he gave great sums of money to these young men, and
surrounded himsdlf with them: and some he even went so far asto gppoint to high office and other posts of honor.

8. CHARACTER AND APPEARANCE OF JUSTINIAN

Now thiswent on not only in Congtantinople, but in every city: for like any other disease, the evil, sarting there, spread
throughout the entire Roman Empire. But the Emperor was undisturbed by the trouble, even when it went on continualy under
his own eyes at the hippodrome. For he was very complacent and resembled most the silly ass, which follows, only shaking its
ears, when onedragsit by the bridle. As such Justinian acted, and threw everything into confusion.

As soon as hetook over the rule from hisuncle, his measure was to spend the public money without restraint, now that he had
control of it. He gave much of it to the Huns who, from time to time, entered the state; and in consequence the Roman
provinces were subject to constant incursions, for these barbarians, having once tasted Roman wedlth, never forgot the road
that led to it. And he threw much money into the seaiin the form of moles, asif to master the eternd roaring of the bregkers.
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For hejedloudy hurled stone breskwaters far out from the mainland against the onset of the seg, asif by the power of wedth
he could outmatch the might of ocean.

He gathered to himsdlf the private estates of Roman citizensfrom al over the Empire: some by accusing their possessors of
crimes of which they were innocent, others by juggling their owners words into the semblance of a gift to him of their property.
And many, caught in the act of murder and other crimes, turned their possessions over to him and thus escaped the penalty for
their Ins.

Others, fraudulently disputing title to lands happening to adjoin their own, when they saw they had no chance of getting the best
of the argument, with the law againgt them, gave him their equity in the claim so asto be released from court. Thus, by agesture
that cost him nothing, they gained hisfavor and were ableillegdly to get the better of their opponents.

| think thisis as good atime as any to describe the persona appearance of the man. Now in physique he was neither tall nor
short, but of average height; not thin, but moderately plump; hisface was round, and not bad looking, for he had good color,
even when he fasted for two days. To make along description short, he much resembled Domitian, Vespasian's son. Hewas
the one whom the Romans so hated that even tearing him into pieces did not satisfy their wrath against him, but a decree was
passed by the Senate that the name of this Emperor should never be written, and that no statue of him should be preserved.
And s0 this name was erased in dl the inscriptions at Rome and wherever else it had been written, except only whereit occurs
inthelist of emperors; and nowhere may be seen any statue of him in dl the Roman Empire, save onein brass, which was
made for the following reason.

Domitian'swife was of free birth and otherwise noble; and neither had she hersdlf ever done wrong to anybody, nor had she
assented in her husband's acts. Wherefore she was dearly loved; and the Senate sent for her, when Domitian died, and
commanded her to ask whatever boon she wished. But she asked only this: to set up in his memory one brassimage, wherever
she might desire. To thisthe Senate agreed. Now the lady, wishing to leave amemorid to future time of the savagery of those
who had butchered her husband, conceived this plan: collecting the pieces of Domitian's body, shejoined them accurately
together and sawed the body up again into its original semblance. Taking thisto the statue makers, she ordered them to
produce the miserable form in brass. So the artisans forthwith made the image, and the wife took it, and set it up in the Street
which leadsto the Capitol, on the right hand side as one goes there from the Forum: amonument to Domitian and arevelation
of the manner of hisdeath until thisday.

Judtinian's entire person, hismanner of expression and al of hisfeatures might be clearly pointed out in this statue.

Now such was Justinian in appearance; but his character was something | could not fully describe. For hewas at once
villainous and amenable; as people say colloquidly, amoron. He was never truthful with anyone, but dways guileful in what he
said and did, yet easly hoodwinked by any who wanted to deceive him. His nature was an unnatura mixture of folly and
wickedness. What in olden times a peripatetic philosopher said was dso true of him, that opposite qudities combinein aman
asinthemixing of colors. I will try to portray him, however, insofar as| can fathom his complexity.

This Emperor, then, was deceitful, devious, fase, hypocritica, two-faced, crue, skilled in dissembling his thought, never moved
to tears by ether joy or pain, though he could summon them artfully at will when the occasion demanded, aliar aways, not
only offhand, but in writing, and when he swore sacred oaths to his subjectsin their very hearing. Then he would immediately
break his agreements and pledges, like the vilest of daves, whom indeed only the fear of torture drivesto confesstheir perjury.
A faithlessfriend, he was atreacherous enemy, insane for murder and plunder, quarrelsome and revol utionary, easily led to
anything evil, but never willing to listen to good counsel, quick to plan mischief and carry it out, but finding even the hearing of
anything good distasteful to hisears.

How could anyone put Justinian's ways into words? These and many even worse viceswere disclosed in him asin no other
morta nature seemed to have taken the wickedness of al other men combined and planted it in this man's soul. And besides
this, he wastoo proneto listen to accusations; and too quick to punish. For he decided such cases without full examination,
naming the punishment when he had heard only the accuser s sde of the matter. Without hesitation he wrote decrees for the
plundering of countries, sacking of cities, and davery of whole nations, for no cause whatever. So that if one wished to take dl
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the calamities which had befalen the Romans before this time and weigh them againg hiscrimes, | think it would be found that
more men had been murdered by thissingle man thanin al previous history.

He had no scruples about appropriating other peopl€'s property, and did not even think any excuse necessary, legd or illegd,
for confiscating what did not belong to him. And when it was his, he was more than ready to squander it in insane display, or
giveit asan unnecessary bribe to the barbarians. In short, he neither held on to any money himsalf nor let anyone el se keep
any: asif hisreason were not avarice, but jea ousy of those who had riches. Driving al wedlth from the country of the Romans
in this manner, he became the cause Of universa poverty.

Now thiswasthe character of Justinian, so far as| can portray it.

9. HOW THEODORA, MOST DEPRAVED OF ALL COURTESANS, WON HISLOVE

Hetook awife: and in what manner she was born and bred, and, wedded to this man, tore up the Roman Empire by the very
roots, | shall now relate.

Acacius was the keeper of wild beasts used in the amphitheater in Constantinople; he belonged to the Green faction and was
nicknamed the Bearkeegper. Thisman, during the rule of Anastasius, fell sick and died, leaving three daughters named Comito,
Theodoraand Anastasa: of whom the eldest was not yet seven years old. His widow took a second husband, who with her
undertook to keep up Acaciussfamily and professon. But Agterius, the dancing master of the Greens, on being bribed by
another ' removed this office from them and assigned it to the man who gave him the money. For the dancing masters had the
power of distributing such positions as they wished.

When thiswoman saw the popul ace assembled in the amphitheater, she placed laurel wreaths on her daughters headsand in
their hands, and sent them out to Sit on the ground in the attitude of suppliants. The Greens eyed this mute gppeal with
indifference; but the Blues were moved to bestow on the children an equal office, snce their own animal-keeper had just died.

When these children reached the age of girlhood, their mother put them on the loca stage, for they were fair to look upon; she
sent them forth, however, not dl a the sametime, but as each one seemed to her to have reached a suitable age. Comito,
indeed, had aready become one of the leading hetaerae [ high class prostitutes] of the day.

Theodora, the second sister, dressed in alittle tunic with deeves, like adave girl, waited on Comito and used to follow her
about carrying on her shoulders the bench on which her favored sster was wont to St at public gatherings. Now Theodorawas
gtill too young to know the normd relation of man with maid, but consented to the unnatura violence of villainous daveswho,
following their mastersto the theater, employed their leisure in thisinfamous manner. And for sometimein abrothel she
suffered such misuse.

But as soon as she arrived at the age of youth, and was now ready for the world, her mother put her on the stage. Forthwith,
she became a courtesan, and such as the ancient Greeks used to call acommon one, at that: for she was not aflute or harp
player, nor was she even trained to dance, but only gave her youth to anyone she met, in utter abandonment. Her genera
favorsincluded, of course, the actorsin the theater; and in their productions she took part in the low comedy scenes. For she
was very funny and agood mimic, and immediately became popular in thisart. There was no shamein the girl, and no one ever
saw her dismayed: no role was too scandaous for her to, accept without a blush.

She wasthe kind of comedienne who ddlights the audience by letting herself be cuffed and dapped on the cheeks, and makes
them guffaw by raising her skirtsto reved to the spectators those feminine secrets here and there which custom veils from the
eyes of the opposite sex. With pretended laziness she mocked her lovers, and coquettishly adopting ever new ways of
embracing, was able to keep in a constant turmoil the hearts of the sophigticated. And she did not wait to be asked by anyone
she met, but on the contrary, with inviting jests and a comic flaunting of her skirts hersalf tempted al men who passed by,
especidly those who were adol escent.

Onthefield of pleasure she was never defeated. Often she would go picnicking with ten young men or more, in the flower of
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their strength and virility, and ddlied with them al, the whole night through. When they wearied of the sport, she would
gpproach ther servants, perhaps thirty in number, and fight aduel with each of these; and even thus found no alayment of her
craving. Once, vigiting the house of an illustrious gentleman, they say she mounted the projecting corner of her dining couch,
pulled up the front of her dress, without a blush, and thus carelesdy showed her wantonness. And though she flung wide three
gatesto the ambassadors of Cupid, she lamented that nature had not smilarly unlocked the straits of her bosom, that she might
there have contrived afurther welcometo hisemissaries.

Fregquently, she concelved but as she employed every artificeimmediately, a miscarriage was straightway effected. Often, even
in the theater, in the sight of al the people, she removed her costume and stood nude in their midst, except for agirdle about
the groin: not that she was abashed at revedling that, too, to the audience, but because there was alaw against appearing
atogether naked on the stage, without at least this much of afig-leaf. Covered thus with aribbon, she would sink down to the
stage floor and recline on her back. Slaves to whom the duty was entrusted would then scatter grains of barley from above into
the calyx of this passion flower, whence geese, trained for the purpose, would next pick the grains one by one with their bills
and eat. When sherosg, it was not with a blush, but she seemed rather to glory in the performance. For she was not only
impudent hersalf, but endeavored to make everybody e se as audacious. Often when she was a one with other actors she
would undressin their midst and arch her back provocatively, advertising like a peacock both to those who had experience of
her and to those who had not yet had that privilege her trained suppleness.

So perverse was her wantonness that she should have hid not only the customary part of her person, as other women do, but
her face aswell. Thusthose who were intimate with her were straightway recognized from that very fact to be perverts, and
any more respectable man who chanced upon her in the Forum avoided her and withdrew in haste, lest the hem of his mantle,
touching such a creature, might be thought to sharein her pollution. For to those who saw her, especidly at dawn, shewasa
bird of ill omen. And toward her fellow actresses she was as savage as a scorpion: for she was very malicious.

Later, shefollowed Hecebolus, a Tyrian who had been made governor of Pentapolis, serving him in the basest of ways, but
findly she quarrdled with him and was sent summarily away. Consequently, she found herself destitute of the means of life,
which she proceeded to earn by prostitution, as she had done before this adventure. She came thusto Alexandria, and then
traversing al the East, worked her way to Congtantinople; in every city plying atrade (whichit is safer, | fancy, inthe sight of
God not to nametoo clearly) asif the Devil were determined there be no land on earth that should not know the sins of
Theodora.

Thus was thiswoman born and bred, and her name was abyword beyond that of other common wenches on the tongues of all
men.

But when she came back to Congtantinople, Justinian fell violently in love with her. At first he kept her only asamistress,
though he raised her to patrician rank. Through him Theodorawas able immediately to acquire an unholy power and
exceedingly great riches. she seemed to him the sweetest thing in the world, and like dl lovers, he desired to please his charmer
with every possible favor and requite her with al hiswedlth. The extravagance added fuel to the flames of passion. With her
now to help spend his money he plundered the people more than ever, not only in the capital, but throughout the Roman
Empire. Asboth of them had for along time been of the Blue party, they gave thisfaction dmaost complete control of the affairs
of date. It waslong afterward that the worst of this evil was checked in the following manner.

Justinian had been ill for severd days, and during thisillnesswasin such peril of hislifethat it was even said he had died; and
the Blues, who had been committing such crimes as | have mentioned, went so far asto kill Hypatius, agentleman of no mean
importance, in broad daylight in the Church of St. Sophia. The cry of horror a this crime came to the Emperor's ears, and
everyone about him seized the opportunity of pointing out the enormity of what was going on in Justinian's absence from public
affairs;, and they enumerated from the beginning how many crimes had been committed. The Emperor then ordered the Prefect
of the city to punish these offenses. This man was one Theodotus, nicknamed the Pumpkin. He made athorough investigation
and was able to gpprehend many of the guilty and sentence them to death, though many others were not found out, and
escaped. They were destined to perish later, together with the Roman Empire.

Justinian, unexpectedly restored to health, straightway undertook to put Theodotus to death as a poisoner and amagician. But
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since he had no proof on which to condemn the man, he tortured friends of hisuntil they were compelled to say the words that
would wrongfully ruin him. When everyone e se stood to one sde and only in silence lamented the plot against Theodotus, one
man, Proclus the Quaestor, dared to say openly that the man was innocent of the charge againgt him, and in no way merited
death. Thanksto him, Theodotus was permitted by the Emperor to be exiled to Jeruslem. But |learning there that men were
being sent to do away with him, he hid himself in the church for therest of hislife until he died. And thiswasthe fate of
Theodotus.

But after this, the Blues became the most prudent of men. For they ventured no longer to continue their offenses, even though
they might have transgressed more fearlesdy than before. And the proof of thisis, that when afew of them later showed such
courage, no punishment at al befell them. For those who had the power to punish, ways gave these gangsters time to escape,
tacitly encouraging the rest to trample upon the laws.

10.. HOW JUSTINIAN CREATED A NEW LAW PERMITTING HIM TO MARRY A
COURTESAN

Now aslong asthe former Empress was dive, Justinian was unable to find away to make Theodora hiswedded wife. In this
one matter she opposed him asin nothing ese: for the lady abhorred vice, being arustic and of barbarian descent, as| have
shown. Shewas never ableto do any rea good, because of her continued ignorance of the affairs of state. She dropped her
origina name, for fear people would think it ridiculous, and adopted the name of Euphemiawhen she cameto the paace. But
findly her death removed this obstacle to Justinian's desire.

Justin, doting and utterly senile, was now the laughing stock of his subjects; he was disregarded by everyone because of his
inability to oversee state affairs; but Justinian they al served with considerable awe. His hand wasin everything, and his passion
for turmoil created universal consternation.

It was then that he undertook to complete his marriage with Theodora. But asit wasimpossible for aman of senatoria rank to
make a courtesan hiswife, this being forbidden by ancient law, he made the Emperor nullify this ordinance by creating anew
one, permitting him to wed Theodora, and consequently making it possible for anyone elseto marry a courtesan. Immediately
after this he seized the power of the Emperor, velling his usurpation with atrangparent pretext: for he was proclaimed colleague
of hisuncle as Emperor of the Romans by the questionable legality of an éection inspired by terror.

So Justinian and Theodora ascended the imperia throne three days before Easter, atime, indeed, when even making visits or
greeting one'sfriendsis forbidden. And not many days later Jugtin died of anillness, after areign of nineyears. Justinian was
now sole .monarch, together, of course, with Theodora.

Thusit was that Theodora, though born and brought up as | have related, rose to royd dignity over al obstacles. For no
thought of shame cameto Justinian in marrying her, though he might have taken his pick of the noblest born, most highly
educated, most modest, carefully nurtured, virtuous and beautiful virgins of adl the ladiesin the whole Roman Empire: amaiden,
asthey say, with upstanding breasts. Instead, he preferred to make his own :what, had been common to all men, dike, careless
of dl her reveded history, took in wedlock awoman who was not only guilty of every other contamination but boasted of her
many abortions.

| need hardly mention any other proof of the character of this man: for al the perversity of his soul was completely displayed in
this union; which alone was ample interpreter, witness, and historian of his shamelessness. For when aman once disregards the
disgrace of hisactions and iswilling to brave the contempt of society, no path of lawlessnessis thereafter taboo to him; but with
unflinching countenance he advances, easily and without a scruple, to acts of the degpest infamy.

However, not asingle member of even the Senate, seeing this disgrace befdling the State, dared to complain or forbid the
event; but al of them bowed down before her asif she were agoddess. Nor was there a priest who showed any resentment,
but al hastened to greet her as Highness. And the populace who had seen her before on the stage, directly raised its handsto
proclaim itself her davein fact and in name. Nor did any soldier grumble at being ordered to risk the perils of war for the
benefit of Theodora: nor was there any man on earth who ventured to oppose her.
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Confronted with thisdisgrace, they al yielded, | suppose, to necessity, for it was asif Fate were giving proof of its power to
control morta affairsas maignantly asit pleases: showing that its decrees need not dway's be according to reason or human
propriety. Thus does Destiny sometimes raise mortals suddenly to lofty heightsin defiance of reason, in chalengeto dl out cries
of injustice; but admits no obstacle, urging on hisfavoritesto the gppointed god without let or hindrance. But asthisisthe will
of God, so let it befdl and be

written.

Now Theodorawasfair of face and of avery graceful, though small, person; her complexion was moderately colorful, if
somewhat pale; and her eyes were dazzling and vivacious. All eternity would not be long enough to dlow oneto tell her
escapades while she was on the stage, but the few details | have mentioned above should be sufficient to demonstrate the
woman's character to future generations.

What she and her husband did together must now be briefly described: for neither did anything without the consent of the other.
For sometimeit was generdly supposed they weretotaly different in mind and action; but later it was reveded that their
gpparent disagreement had been arranged so that their subjects might not unanimoudy revolt againgt them, but instead be
divided in opinion.

Thusthey split the Christians into two parties, each pretending to take the part of one side, thus confusing both, as | shall soon
show; and then they ruined both politica factions. Theodora feigned to support the Blueswith al her power, encouraging them
to take the offensve againgt the opposing party and perform the most outrageous deeds of violence; while Justinian, affecting to
be vexed and secretly jealous of her, aso pretended he could not openly oppose her orders. And thusthey gave the
impression often that they were acting in opposition. Then hewould rule that the Blues must be punished for their crimes, and
shewould angrily complain that against her will she was defeated by her husband. However, the Blue partisans, as| have sad,
seemed cautious, for they did not violate their neighbors as much as they might have done.

Andin legd disputes each of the two would pretend to favor one of the litigants, and compel the man with the worse caseto
win: and so they robbed both disputants of most of the property at issue.

In the same way, the Emperor, taking many personsinto hisintimacy, gave them offices by power of which they could defraud
the State to the limits of their ambition. And as soon asthey had collected enough plunder, they would fal out of favor with
Theodora, and straightway be ruined. At first he would affect great sympathy in their behdf, but soon he would somehow lose
his confidence in them, and an air of doubt would darken his zed in their behdf. Then Theodorawould use them shamefully,
while he, unconscious asit were of what was being done to them, confiscated their properties and boldly enjoyed their wealth.
By such well-planned hypocrisies they confused the public and, pretending to be at variance with each other, were able to
establish afirm and mutud tyranny.

11.. HOW THE DEFENDER OF THE FAITH RUINED HIS SUBJECTS

As soon as Justinian came into power he turned everything upside down. Whatever had been before by law, he now
introduced into the government, while he revoked al established customs: asif he had been given the robes of an Emperor on
the condition he would turn everything topsy-turvy. Existing offices he abolished, and invented new ones for the management of
public affairs. He did the same thing to the laws and to the regulations of the army; and his reason was not any improvement of
justice or any advantage, but smply that everything might be new and named after himsdf. And whatever was beyond his
power to abolish, he renamed after himself anyway.

Of the plundering of property or the murder of men, no weariness ever overtook him. As soon as he had looted dl the houses
of the wedlthy, helooked around for others; meanwhile throwing away the spoils of his previous robberiesin subsidiesto
barbarians or sensdess building extravagances. And when he had ruined perhaps myriadsin this mad looting, he immediately
sat down to plan how he could do likewise to othersin even greater number.

Asthe Romans were now at peace with al the world and he had no other means of satisfying hislust for daughter, he set the
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barbarians al to fighting each other. And for no reason at dl he sent for the Hun chieftains, and with idiotic magnanimity gave
them large sums of money, aleging he did thisto secure ther friendship. This, as| have said, he had dso donein Justin'stime.
These Huns, as soon asthey had got thismoney, sent it together with their soldiersto others of their chieftains, with the word to
make inroadsinto the land of the Emperor: so that they might collect further tribute from him, to buy them off in a second

peace. Thusthe Huns endaved the Roman Empire, and were paid by the Emperor to keep on doing it.

This encouraged il others of them to rob the poor Romans, and after their pillaging, they too were further rewarded by the
gracious Emperor. In thisway al the Huns, for when it was not one tribe of them it was another, continuoudy overran and laid
waste the Empire. For the barbarians were led by many different chieftains, and the war, thanks to Justinian's senseless
generosity, was thus endlesdy protracted. Consequently no place, mountain or cave, or any other spot in Roman territory,
during thistime remained uninjured; and many regions were pillaged more than fivetimes.

These misfortunes, and those that were caused by the Medes, Saracens, Slavs, Antes, and the rest of the barbarians, |
described in my previousworks. But, as| said in the preface to this narrative, the real cause of these calamities remained to be
told here.

To Chosroes als0 -he paid many centenariesin behaf of peace, and then with unreasonable arbitrariness caused the bresking
of the truce by making every effort to secure the friendship of Alamandur and his Huns, who had been in dliance with the
Persians: but this| fregly discussed in my chapters on the subject.

Moreover, while he was encouraging civil grife and frontier warfare to confound the Romans, with only one thought in his
mind, that the earth should run red with human blood and he might acquire more and more booty, he invented anew means of
murdering his subjects. Now among the Chrigtians in the entire Roman Empire, there are many with dissenting doctrines, which
are called heresies by the established church: such asthose of the Montanists and Sabbatians, and whatever others cause the
minds of men to wander from the true path. All of these beliefs he ordered to be abolished, and their place taken by the
orthodox dogma: threatening, among the punishments for disobedience, loss of the heretic'sright to will property to hischildren
or other relatives.

Now the churches of these so-cdled heretics especialy those belonging to the Arian dissenters, were almost incredibly
weslthy. Neither al the Senate put together nor the grestest other unit of the Roman Empire, had anything in property
comparable to that of these churches. For their gold and silver treasures, and stores of precious stones, were beyond telling or
numbering: they owned mansions and whole villages, land dl over the world, and everything else that is counted aswedlth
among men.

As none of the previous Emperors had molested these churches, many men, even those of the orthodox faith, got their
livelihood by working on their estates. But the Emperor Justinian, in confiscating these properties, at the same time took away
what for many people had been their only means of earning aliving.

Agents were sent everywhere to force whomever they chanced upon to renounce the faith of their fathers. This, which seemed
impiousto rustic people, caused them to rebel against those who gave them such an order. Thus many perished at the hands of
the persecuting faction, and others did away with themsalves, foolishly thinking this the holier course of two evils; but most of
them by far quitted theland of their fathers, and fled the country. The Montanists, who dwelt in Phrygia, shut themsdvesup in
their churches, set them on fire, and ascended to glory in the flames. And thenceforth the whole Roman Empire was a scene of
massacre and flight.

A smilar law w as then passed againgt the Samaritans, which threw Paestine into an indescribable turmoail.

Those, indeed, who lived in my own Caesareaand in the other cities, deciding it silly to suffer harsh trestment over aridiculous
trifle of dogma, took the name of Chrigtiansin exchange for the one they had borne before, by which precaution they were able
to avoid the perils of the new law. The most reputable and better class of these citizens, once they had adopted thisreligion,
decided to remain faithful to it; the mgority, however, asif in spite for having not voluntarily, but by the compulsion of law,
abandoned the belief of their fathers, soon dipped away into the Manichean sect and what is known as polytheism.



The country people, however, banded together and determined to take arms against the Emperor: choosing astheir candidate
for the throne abandit named Julian, son of Sabarus. And for atimethey held their own against the imperid troops; but findly,
defeated in battle, were cut down, together with their leader. Ten myriads of men are said to have perished in this engagement,
and the mogt fertile country on earth thus became destitute of farmers. To the Christian owners of these lands, the affair brought
great hardship: for while their profits from these properties were annihilated, they had to pay heavy annual taxes on them to the
Emperor for therest of ther lives, and secured no remission of this burden.

Next he turned his attention to those called Gentiles, torturing their persons and plundering their lands. of this group, those who
decided to become nomina Christians saved themsalves for the time being; but it was not long before these, too, were caught
performing libations and sacrifices and other unholy rites. And how he trested the Christians shall be told heresfter.

After this he passed alaw prohibiting pederasty: alaw pointed not at offenses committed after this decree, but at those who
could be convicted of having practised the vice in the past. The conduct of the prosecution was utterly illegal. Sentence was
passed when there was no accuser: the word of one man or boy, and that perhaps adave, compelled against hiswill to bear
witness againgt his owner, was defined as sufficient evidence. Those who were convicted were castrated and then exhibited in
apublic parade. At the gart, this persecution was directed only at those who were of the Green party, were reputed to be
especialy wedthy, or had otherwise aroused jealousy.

The Emperor's malice was also directed against the astrologer. Accordingly, magistrates appointed to punish thieves dso
abused the astrologers, for no other reason than that they belonged to this profession; whipping them on the back and parading
them on camdis

throughout the city, though they were old men, and in every way respectable, with no reproach against them except that they
studied the science of the sarswhileliving in such acity.

Consequently there was a constant stream of emigration not only to the land of the barbarians but to places farthest remote
from the Romans; and in every country and city one could see crowds of foreigners. For in order to escape persecution, each
would lightly exchange his native land for another, asif his own country had been taken by an enemy.

12. PROVING THAT JUSTINIAN AND THEODORA WERE ACTUALLY FIENDSIN
HUMAN FORM

Now the wedlth of those in Constantinople and each other city who were considered second in prosperity only to members of
the Senate, was brutally confiscated, in the ways | have described, by Justinian and Theodora. But how they were able to rob
even the Senate of dl its property | shal now revedl.

Therewasin Congtantinople aman by the name of Zeno, grandson of that Anthamius who had formerly been Emperor of the
West. This man they appointed, with malice aforethought, Governor of Egypt, and commanded hisimmediate departure. But
he delayed his voyage long enough to load his ship with hismost vauable effects; for he had a countless amount of silver and
gold plate inlaid with pearls, emeralds and other such precious stones. Whereupon they bribed some of his most trusted
servants to remove these valuables from the ship asfast asthey could carry them, st fire to theinterior of the vessdl, and
inform Zeno that his ship had burst into flames of spontaneous combustion, with theloss of al his property. Later, when Zeno
died suddenly, they took possession of his estate immediately as hislega heirs; for they produced awill which, it iswhispered,
he did not redly make.

In the same manner they made themsalves heirs of Tatian, Demosthenes, and Hilara, who were foremost in the Roman Senate.
And others edtates they obtained by counterfeited lettersinstead of wills. Thusthey became heirs of Dionysius, who lived in
Libanus, and of John the son of Basil, who was the most notable of the citizens of Edessa, and had been given as hostage,
againg hiswill, by Belisariusto the Persans: as| have recounted el sewhere. For Chosroes refused to let this John go, charging
that the Romans had disregarded the terms of the truce, as a pledge of which John had been given him by Bdlisarius; and he
said he would only give him up as a prisoner of war. So hisfather's mother, who was till living, got together aransom not less
than two thousand pounds of silver, and was ready to purchase her grandson's liberty. But when this money cameto Dara, the
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Emperor heard of the bargain and forbade it: saying that Roman wealth must not be given to the barbarians. Not long after this,
John fell ill and departed from this world, whereupon the Governor of the city forged aletter which, he said, John had written
him as afriend not long before, to the effect that he wished his estate to go to the Emperor.

| could hardly catalogue all the other people whose estates these two chose to inherit. However, up to the time when the
insurrection named Nikatook place, they seized rich men's properties one a atime; but when that happened, as| havetold
elsawhere, they sequestrated at one swoop the estates of nearly all the members of the Senate. On everything movable and on
thefairest of thelandsthey laid their hands and kept what they wanted; but whatever was unproductive of more than the bitter
and heavy taxes, they gave back to the previous owners with a philanthropic gesture. Consequently these unfortunates,
oppressed by the tax collectors and eaten up by the never-ceasing interest on their debts, found life aburden compared to
which death were preferable.

Wherefore to me,- and many others of us, these two seemed not to be human beings, but veritable demons, and what the
poets cal vampires. who laid their heads together to see how they could most easily and quickly destroy the race and deeds of
men; and assuming human bodies, became man-demons, and so convulsed the world. And one could find evidence of thisin
many things, but especidly in the superhuman power with which they worked their will.

For when one examines closely, thereis a clear difference between what is human and what is supernatura . There have been
many enough men, during the whole course of history, who by chance or by nature have inspired greet fear, ruining citiesor
countries or whatever esefdl into their power; but to destroy al men and bring calamity on the whole inhabited earth remained
for these two to accomplish, whom Fate aided in their schemes of corrupting al mankind. For by earthquakes, pestilences, and
floods of river waters a thistime came further ruin, as| shall presently show. Thus not by human, but by some other kind of
power they accomplished their dreadful designs.

And they say hismother said to some of her intimates once that not of Sabbatius her husband, nor of any man was Justinian a
son. For when she was about to concelve, there visited ademon, invisible but giving evidence of his presence perceptibly
where man consorts with woman, after which he vanished utterly asin adream.

And some of those who have been with Justinian at the palace late a night, men who were pure of spirit, have thought they saw
asgtrange demoniac form taking his place. One man said that the Emperor suddenly rose from his throne and walked about,

and indeed he was never wont to remain sitting for long, and immediately Justinian's head vanished, while the rest of hisbody
seemed to ebb and flow; whereat the beholder stood aghast and fearful, wondering if his eyes were deceiving him. But
presently he perceived the vanished head filling out and joining the body again as strangely asit had |eft it.

Another said he stood beside the Emperor as he sat, and of a sudden the face changed into a shapeless mass of flesh, with
neither eyebrows nor eyesin their proper places, nor any other distinguishing festure; and after atime the natural appearance of
his countenance returned. | write these instances not as one who saw them myself, but heard them from men who were positive
they had seen these strange occurrences at thetime.

They a0 say that acertain monk, very dear to God, at the ingtance of those who dwelt with him in the desert went to
Constantinople to beg for mercy to his neighbors who had been outraged beyond endurance. And when he arrived there, he
forthwith secured an audience with the Emperor; but just as he was about to enter his apartment, he stopped short as his feet
were on the threshold, and suddenly stepped backward. Whereupon the eunuch escorting him, and others who were present,
importuned him to go ahead. But he answered not aword; and like aman who has had a stroke staggered back to hislodging.
And when some followed to ask why he acted thus, they say he distinctly declared he saw the King of the Devils sitting on the
throne in the palace, and he did not care to meet or ask any favor of him.

Indeed, how was this man likely to be anything but an evil spirit, who never knew honest satiety of drink or food or deep, but
only tasting at random from the medl s that were set before him, roamed the palace at unseemly hours of the night, and was
possessed by the quenchless lust of ademon?

Furthermore some of Theodora's lovers, while she was on the stage, say that at night a demon would sometimes descend upon
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them and drive them from the room, so that it might spend the night with her. And there was a certain dancer named
Macedonia, who belonged to the Blue party in Antioch, who came to possess much influence. For she used to write |ettersto
Justinian while Justin was still Emperor, and so made away with whatever notable men in the East she had agrudge againgt,
and had their property confiscated.

ThisMacedonia, they say, greeted Theodoraat the time of her arrival from Egypt and Libya; and when she saw her badly
worried and cast down at theill treatment she had received from Hecebolus and at the loss of her money during this adventure,
shetried to encourage Theodora by reminding her of the laws of chance, by which she waslikely again to be the leader of a
chorus of coins. Then, they say, Theodora used to relate how on that very night adream cameto her, bidding her take no
thought of money, for when she should come to Constantinople, she should share the couch of the King of the Devils, and that
she should contrive to become his wedded wife and thereafter be the mistress of al the money intheworld. And that thisis
what happened is the opinion of most people.

13. . DECEPTIVE AFFABILITY AND PIETY OF A TYRANT

Justinian, while otherwise of such character as| have shown, did make himself easy of access and affableto hisvistors;
nobody of al those who sought audience with him was ever denied: even those who confronted him improperly or noisily never
made him angry. On the other hand, he never blushed at the murders he committed. Thus he never revealed asign of wrath or
irritation at any offender, but with a gentle countenance and unruffled brow gave the order to destroy myriads of innocent men,
to sack cities, to confiscate any amount of properties.

Onewould think from this manner that the man had the mind of alamb. If, however, anyonetried to propitiate him and in
suppliance beg him to forgive hisvictims, hewould grin like awild beast, and woe betide those who saw histeeth thus bared!

The priests he permitted fearlessly to outrage their neighbors, and even took sympathetic pleasurein their robberies, fancying
he was thus sharing their divine piety when he judged such cases, he thought he was doing the holy thing when he gave the
decison to the priest and let him go free with hisill-gotten booty: justice, in hismind, meant the priests getting the better of their
opponents. When he himself thusillegally got possession of estates of people dive or dead, he would straightway make them
over to one of the churches, gilding hisviolence with the color of piety-and so that hisvictims could not possibly get their
property back. Furthermore he committed an inconceivable number of murders for the same cause: for in his zed to gather dl
men into one Christian doctrine, he recklesdy killed al who dissented, and thistoo he did in the name of piety. For he did not
cdl it homicide, when those who perished happened to be of abelief that was different from his own.

So quenchlesswas histhirst for human blood; and with hiswife, intent on this end, he neglected no possible excuse for
daughter. For these two were dmost twinsin their desires, though they pretended to differ: they were both scoundrels,
however they affected to oppose each other, and thus destroyed their subjects. The man was lighter in character than acloud
of dust, and could be led to do anything any man wished him to do, so long as the matter did not require philanthropy or
generosity. FHattery he swalowed whole, and his courtiers had no difficulty in persuading him that he was destined torise as
high as the sun and walk upon the clouds.

Once, indeed, Tribonian, who was sitting beside him, said his greatest fear was that Justinian some day by reason of his piety
would be carried off to heaven and vanish in achariot of fire. Such praise, if not irony, asthis he treasured fondly in hismind.

Y et if he ever remarked on any man'svirtue, he would soon revile him as avillain; and whenever he abused any of his subjects,
he would next as incons stently commend him, with no reason for the change. For what he thought was dways the opposite of
what he said and wished to seem to think.

How he was affected by friendship or enmity | have indicated by the evidence of hisactions. For asafoe he wasrelentlessand
unswerving, and to hisfriends he was inconstant. Thus he ruined recklesdy most of those who were loyd to him, but never
became afriend to any whom he hated. Even those who seemed to be his nearest and dearest associates he betrayed, and
after no long time, to please hiswife or anybody e se, though he was well aware that it was only becauise of their devotion to
him that they perished. For he was openly faithlessin everything, except indeed to inhumanity and avarice. From these idedlsno
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man could divert him. Whatever hiswife could not otherwise induce him to do, by suggesting the gresat profits to be hoped for
in the matter she intended, she led him willingly to undertake. For if there were an ever infamous, he had no scruple against
making alaw and then repudiating it. Nor were his decisions made according to the laws himsalf had written: but whichever
way wasto hisgreater advantage, and promised the more el aborate bribe. Stedling, little by little, the property of his subjects,
he saw no reason for fegling any shame; when, indeed, he did not somehow grab it al at once, either by bringing some
unexpected accusation or by presenting aforged will.

There remained, while he ruled the Romans, no surefaith in God, no hopein rdligion, no defensein law, no security in business,
no trust in a.contract. When his officids were given any affair to handlefor him, if they killed many of their victims and robbed
the rest, they were looked upon by the Emperor with high favor, and given honorable mention for carrying out so perfectly his
ingructions. But if they showed any mercy and then returned to him, he frowned and was thenceforth their enemy.

Despising their quams as old-fashioned, he caled them no more to his service. Consequently many were eager to show him
how wicked they were, even when they were redly nothing of the sort. He made frequent promises, guaranteed with asworn
oath or by awritten confirmation; and then purposely forgot them directly, thinking this summary negligence added to his
importance. And Justinian acted thus not only to his subjects, but to many of the enemy, as| have dready sad.

Hewas untiring; and hardly dept at al, generaly speaking; he had no appetite for food or drink, but picking up amorsd with
thetipsof hisfingers, tasted it and left the table, asif eating were aduty imposed upon him by nature and of no more interest
than a courier takesin delivering aletter. Indeed, he would often go without food for two days and nights, especialy when the
time before the festival called Easter enjoins such fasting. Then, as| have said, he often went without food for two days, living
only on alittle water and afew wild herbs, degping perhaps a single hour, and then spending the rest of thetime walking up
and down.

If, mark you, he had spent these periodsin good works, matters might have been considerably aleviated. Instead, he devoted
the full strength of his nature to the ruin of the Romans, and succeeded in razing the state to its foundation. For his constant
wakefulness, his privations and hislabors were undergone for no other reason than to contrive each day ever more
exaggerated cdamitiesfor his people. For hewas, as| said, unusudly keen at inventing and quick at accomplishing unholy acts,
S0 that even the good in him transpired to be answerable for the downfall of his subjects.

14. JUSTICE FOR SALE

Everything was done the wrong way, and of the old customs none remained; afew instances will illustrate, and the rest must be
slence, that this book may have an end. In thefirgt place, Justinian, having no natura aptitude toward theimperid dignity,
neither assumed the roya manner nor thought it necessary to his prestige. In hisaccent, in hisdress, and in hisideashewas a
barbarian. When he wished to issue adecree, he did not give it out through the Quaestor's office, asis usual, but most
frequently preferred to announce it himsdlf, in spite of his barbarous accent; or sometimes he had awhole group of hisintimates
publish it together, so that those who were wronged by the edict did not know which oneto complain againg.

The secretaries who had performed this duty for centuries were no longer trusted with writing the Emperor's secret dispatches:
he wrote them himsalf and practicaly everything ese, too; so that in the few cases where he neglected to give ingtructionsto
city magistrates, they did not know where to go for advice concerning their duties. For helet no one in the Roman Empire
decide anything independently, but taking everything upon himsdlf with senseless arrogance, gave the verdict in cases before
they cameto tria, accepting the story of one of the litigants without listening to the other, and then pronounced the argument
concluded; swayed not by any law or justice, but openly yielding to base greed. In accepting bribes the Emperor felt no shame,
snce hunger for wesalth had devoured his decency.

Often the decrees of the Senate and those of the Emperor nominally conflicted. The Senate, however, sat only for pictorial
effect, with no power to vote or do anything. It was assembled as a matter of form, to comply with the ancient law, and none
of its members was permitted to utter asingle word. The Emperor and his Consort took upon themsdlves the decisons of dll
mattersin dispute, and their will of course prevailed. And if anybody thought hisvictory in such a case wasinsecure because it
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wasillega, he had only to give the Emperor more money, and anew law would immediately be passed revoking the former
one. And if anybody el se preferred the law that had been repeded, the ruler was quite willing to reestablish it in the same
manner.

Under thisreign of violence nothing was stable, but the balance of justice revolved in acircle, inclining to whichever sdewas
ableto weight it with the heavier amount of gold. Publicly in the Forum, and under the management of paace officids, the
sdling of court decisons and legidative actionswas carried on.

The officers called Referendars were no longer satisfied to perform their duties of presenting to the Emperor the request of
petitioners, and referring to the magistrates what he had decided in the petitioner's case; but gathering worthless testimony from
al quarters, with fa se reports and mideading statements, deceived Justinian, who was naturaly inclined to listen to that sort of
thing; and then they would go back to the litigants, without telling them what had been said during their interview with the
Emperor, to extort as much money asthey desired. And no one dared oppose them.

The soldiers of the Pretorian guard, attending the judges of the imperia court in the palace, aso used their power to influence
decisions. Everybody, one might say, stepped from his rank and found he was now ét liberty to walk roads where before there
had been no path; al bars were down, even the names of former restrictions were lost. The government was like a Queen
surrounded by romping children. But | must pass over further illustrations, as| said at the beginning of this chapter.

| must, however, mention the man who first taught the Emperor to sell hisdecisions. Thiswas Leo, anative of Cilicia, and
devilish eager to enrich himsdlf. ThisLeo wasthe prince of flatterers, and apt at ingnuating himsdf into the good will of the
ignorant. Gaining the confidence of the Emperor, he turned the tyrant's folly toward the ruin of the people. Thisman wasthe
firgt to show Justinian how to exchange justice for money.

As soon asthe latter thus learned how to be athief, he never stopped; but advancing on this road, the evil grew so great that if
anyone wished to win an unjust case against an honest man, he went first to Leo, and agreeing that a share of the disputed
property would be given to be divided between this man and the monarch, |eft the palace with hiswrongful case aready won.
And Leo soon built up agrest fortune in thisway, became the lord of much land, and was most responsible for bringing the
Roman state to its knees.

There was no security in contracts, no law, no oath, no written pledge, no pendty, no nothing: unless money had first been
given to Leo and the Emperor. And even buying Leo's support gave no certainty, for Justinian was quite willing to take money
from both sides: hefelt no guilt a robbing ether party, and then, when both trusted him, he would betray one and keep his
promiseto the other, a random. He saw nothing disgraceful in such double dedling, if only it brought him gain. That isthe sort
of person Justinian was.

15. HOW ALL ROMAN CITIZENSBECAME SLAVES

Theodora too unceasingly hardened her heart in the practice of inhumanity. What she did, was never to please or obey anyone
else; what she willed, she performed of her own accord and with al her might: and no one dared to intercede for any who fell
in her way. For neither length of time, fulness of punishment, artifice of prayer, nor threat of death, whose vengeance sent by
Heaven isfeared by al mankind, could persuade her to abate her wrath. Indeed, no one ever saw Theodora reconciled to any
one who had offended her, either while he lived or after he had departed this earth. Instead, the son of the dead would inherit
the enmity of the Empress, together with therest of hisfather's estate: and he in turn bequesthed it to the third generation. For
her spirit was over ready to be kindled to the destruction of men, while cure for her fever there was none.

To her body she gave greater care than was necessary, if less than she thought desirable. For early she entered the bath and
late sheleft it; and having bathed, went to breskfast. After breakfast she rested. At dinner and supper she partook of every
kind of food and drink; and many hours she devoted to deep, by day till nightfal, by night till the risng sun. Though she wasted
her hoursthusintemperately, what time of the day remained she deemed ample for managing the Roman Empire.

And if the Emperor intrusted any business to anyone without consulting her, the result of the affair for that officer would be his
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early and violent remova from favor and amost shameful degth.

It was easy for Jutinian to look after everything, not only because of his camness of temper, but because he hardly ever dept,
as| have said, and because he was not chary with his audiences. For great opportunity was given to people, however obscure
and unknown, not only to be admitted to the tyrant's presence, but to converse with him, and in private.

But to the Queen's presence even the highest officias could not enter without great delay and trouble; like davesthey had to
wait al day in asmall and stuffy antechamber, for to absent himsalf wasarisk no officia dared to take. So they stood there on
their tiptoes, each straining to keep hisface above his neighbor's, so that eunuchs, asthey came out from the audience room,
would see them. Some would be called, perhaps, after severa days, and when they did enter to her presencein greet fear, they
were quickly dismissed as soon as they had made obeisance and kissed her feet. For to speak or make any request, unless she
commanded, was not permitted.

Not civility, but servility was now the rule, and Theodorawas the dave driver. So far had Roman society been corrupted,
between the fase genidlity of the tyrant and the harsh implacability of his consort. For his smile was not to be trusted, and
againg her frown nothing could be done. There wasthis superficid difference between them in attitude and manner; but in
avarice, bloodthirgtiness, and dissmulation they utterly agreed. They were both liars of the first weter.

And if anyone who had fallen out of favor with Theodorawas accused of some minor and inggnificant error, sheimmediately
fabricated further unwarranted charges againgt the man, and built the matter up into aredlly serious accusation. Any number of
indictments were brought, and a court appointed to plunder the victim, with judges selected by her, to compete with themselves
to see which one could please her mogt in fitting his decision to the Empresssinhumanity. And so the property of thevictim
would be straightway confiscated, and after he was cruelly whipped, even if he perhaps belonged to an ancient and noble
family, shewould cdloudy have him sentenced to exile or to degth.

But if any of her favorites happened to be caught in the act of murder or any other serious crime, sheridiculed and belittled the
efforts of their accusers, and compelled them, however unwillingly, to quash the charge. Indeed, whenever shefelt the
inclination, she turned the most serious matters of state into ajest, asif she were again on the stage of the theater.

Once an ederly patrician, who had been for along timein high office (whose name | well know, but shall carefully refrain from
mentioning, o as not to bring eternd ridicule upon him), being unable to collect from one of her attendants a considerable sum
of money owed him, went to her with the intention of asking his due and imploring her just aid. But Theodorawas warned, and
told her eunuchs, as soon as the patrician should be admitted to her presence, to surround him in abody and listen to her
words, telling them what to say after she had spoken. And when the patrician was admitted to her private quarters, he kissed
her feet in the customary manner and, weeping, addressed her:

"Highness, it is hard for apatrician to ask for money. For what in other men brings sympathy and pity, in one of my rank is
considered disgraceful. Any other man suffering hardships from poverty may plead this before his creditors, and receive
immediate relief from his difficulty; but a patrician, not knowing whence he can find the wherewithd to pay his creditors, would
be ashamed in the first place to admit it. And if he did say this, he could never persuade them that one of such rank could know
penury. And evenif he did persuade them, he would be making himsdlf suffer the most shameful and intolerable disgrace
imaginable.

"Y et, Highness, such ismy plight. | have creditorsto whom | owe money, while others owe money to me. And those whom |
owe, who are pressing mefor payment, | cannot, for the sake of my reputation, attempt to cheet of their due; while my
debtors, for they are not patricians, deny me with unmanly excuses. | charge you, therefore; | beseech and beg of you, to aid
meinwhat isright, and release me from my present trouble.”

So he said, and the Queen answered musically:
"Patrician Mr. Such-and-such-" whereupon the chorus of eunuchs sang:

"Y our hernia seemsto bother you much!™

25



And when the man entreated her again, making a second speech similar to hisfirst one, she answered as before, and the chorus
sang the samerefrain: till, giving it up, the poor wretch bowed and went home.

Most of the year the Empressresided in the suburbs on the seashore, especidly in the place called Heraeum, and the numerous
crowd of her attendants was subjected to great inconvenience. For it was hard to get necessary supplies, and they were
exposed to the perils of the sea: especidly to the frequent sudden storms and the attack of sharks. Nevertheless they counted
the mogt hitter misfortunes as nothing, so long asthey could share the licenses of her court.

16. WHAT HAPPENED TO THOSE WHO FELL OUT OF FAVOR WITH THEODORA

How Theodora treated those who offended her will now be shown, though again | can give only afew instances, or obviousy
there would be no end to the demonsiration.

When Amasal ontha decided to save her life by surrendering her queendom over the Goths and retiring to Constantinople (as |
have related el sawhere), Theodora, reflecting that the lady was well-born and a Queen, more than easy to look at and amarvel
at planning intrigues, became suspicious of her charms and audacity: and fearing her husband's fickleness, she becamenot a
little jealous, and determined to ensnare the lady to her doom.

So she forthwith persuaded Justinian to send Peter, aone, to Italy as ambassador to Theodatus. When he set out the Emperor
gave him the ingtructions | described in the chapter on that event: where, however, | could not tell the whole truth of the matter,
for fear of the Empress. But she gave him this single secret command: to remove the lady from thisworld with al dispatch;
bribing the fellow with the hope of much money if he performed his order. And when he arrived in Italy (for man is not by
nature too hesitant at committing murder, if he has been bribed by the promise of high office or considerable money), by what
argument | know not, he persuaded Theodatus to make away with Amasa ontha. Consequently raised to the rank of Master of
Offices, he achieved immense power and universal hatred. And so endsthe story of Amasalontha.

Then ,there was a secretary to Justinian named Priscus: an utter villain and Paphlagonian, of acharacter likely to please his
master, to whom he was more than devoted, and from whom he expected smilar consideration. And accordingly he very soon
became the owner of great and ill-gotten wealth. Finding him insolent and always trying to oppose her, Theodora denounced
him to the Emperor. At first she was unsuccessful; but before long she took the matter in her own hands: embarked the man on
aship, salling to adetermined port, had his head shaved, and compelled him againgt hiswill to become apriest. And Justinian,
pretending he knew nothing of the matter, never asked where on earth Priscus was, nor ever after mentioned him: remaining
slent asif he had utterly forgotten him. However, he did not forget to seize what property Priscus had been forced to abandon.

Again, Theodorawas overtaken with suspicion of one of her servants named Areobindus, a barbarian by birth, but a
handsome young man, whom she had made her steward. Instead of accusing him directly, she decided to have him crudly
whipped in her presence (though they say she was madly in love with the fellow) without explaining her reason for the
punishment. What became of the man after that we do not know, nor has any one ever seen him since. For if the Queen
wanted to keep any of her actions concedled, it remained secret and unmentioned; and neither was any who knew of the
matter allowed to tell it to his closest friend, nor could any who tried to learn what had happened ever find out, no matter how
much of abusybody he was.

No other tyrant since mankind began ever inspired such fear, snce not aword could be spoken againgt her without her hearing
of it: her multitude of spiesbrought her the news of whatever was said and donein public or in private. And when she decided
the time had come to take vengeance on any offender, she did asfollows. Summoning the man, if he happened to be notable,
she would privately hand him over to one of her confidentia attendants, and order that he be escorted to the farthest boundary
of the Roman redlm. And her agent, in the dead of night, covering the victim's face with ahood and binding him, would put him
on board a ship and accompany him to the place selected by Theodora. There he would secretly leave the unfortunate in
charge of another qualified for thiswork: charging him to keep the prisoner under guard and tell no one of the matter until the
Empress should take pity on the wretch or, astime went on, he should languish under his bondage and succumb to death.

Then there was Basanius, one of the Green faction, aprominent young man, who incurred her anger by making some
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uncomplimentary remark. Basanius, warned of her displeasure, fled to the Church of Michad the Archangdl. Sheimmediately
sent the Prefect after him, charging Basanius however not with dander, but pederasty. And the Prefect, dragging the man from
the church, had him flogged intolerably while dl the populace, when they saw a Roman citizen of good standing so shamefully
mistreated, straightway sympathized with him, and cried so loud to let him go that Heaven must have heard their reproaches.
Whereupon the Empress punished him further, and had him castrated so that he bled to death, and his estate was confiscated;
though his case had never been tried. Thus, when this femal e was enraged, no church offered sanctuary, no law gave
protection, no intercession of the people brought mercy to her victim; nor could anything elsein the world stop her.

Thus she took a hatred of a certain Diogenes, because he belonged to the Greens: aman urbane and beloved by dl, including
the Emperor himself. None the less she wrathfully denounced him as homosexual. Bribing two of his servants, she presented
them as accusers and witnesses against their master. However, as he wastried publicly and not in secret, as was her usua
practise in such cases, the judges chosen were many and of distinguished character, because of Diogeness high rank; and after
cross-examination of the evidence of the servants, they decided it was insufficient to prove the case, especidly asthelatter
were only children.

So the Empress locked up Theodorus, one of Diogenessfriends, in one of her private dungeons, and there first with flattery,
then with flogging, tried to overwhelm him. When he sill resisted, she ordered a cord of oxhide to be wound around his head
and then turned and tightened. But though they twisted the cord till his eyes started from their sockets and Theodora thought he
would lose them completely, still he refused to confesswhat he had not done. Accordingly the judges, for lack of proof,
acquitted him, while al the city took holiday to celebrate hisrelease. And that wasthat.

17. HOW SHE SAVED FIVE HUNDRED HARLOTSFROM A LIFE OF SIN
| havetold earlier in this narrative what she did to Bdlisarius, Photius and Buzes.

There were two members of the Blue faction, Cilicians by birth, who with amob of others offered violence to Cdlinicus,
Governor of the second Cilicia; and when his groom, who was standing near his magter, tried to protect him, they dew the
fellow before the eyes of the Governor and al the people. The Governor, convicting the two of this and many previous
murders, sentenced them to death. Theodora heard of this, and to show her preferencef or the. Blues,. crucified Calinicus,
without troubling to remove him from his office, on the spot where the murderers had been buried.

The Emperor affected to lament and mourn the death of his Governor, and sat around grumbling and making threets against
those responsible for the deed. But he did nothing, except to seize the estate of the dead man.

Theodora aso devoted considerable attention to the punishment of women caught in carnd sin. She picked up more than five
hundred harlots in the Forum, who earned amiserable living by sdlling themsdves therefor three obals, and sent them to the
opposite mainland, where they were locked up in the monastery caled Repentance to force them to reform their way of life.
Some of them, however, threw themsalves from the parapets a night and thus freed themsalves from an undesired savation.

Therewerein Congtantinople two girls. sgters, of avery illustriousfamily -not only had their father and grandfather been
Consuls, but even before that their ancestors had been Senators. These girls had both married early, but became widows when
their hushands died; and immediately Theodora, accusing them of living too merrily, chose new husbands for them, two
common and disgusting fellows, and commanded the marriage to take place. Fearing thisrepulsve fate, the sstersfled to the
Church of S. Sophia, and running to the holy water, clung tightly to the font. Y et such privationsand ill trestment did the
Empressinflict upon them there, that to escape from their sufferings they findly agreed to accept the proposed nuptials. For no
place was sacred or inviolable to Theodora Thusinvoluntarily these ladies were mated to beggarly and negligible men, far
benegth their rank, athough they had many well-born suitors. Their mother, who was aso awidow, attended the ceremony
without daring to protest or even weep at their misfortune,

Later Theodora saw her mistake and tried to console them, to the public detriment, for she made their new husbands Dukes.
Even this brought no comfort to the young women, for endless and intolerable woeswereinflicted on practicdly dl ther
subjects by these men; as | have told elsewhere. Theodora, however, cared nothing for the interest of office or government, or
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anything dsg, if only she accomplished her will.

She had accidentally become pregnant by one of her lovers, when she was gill on the stage; and perceiving her ill luck too late
tried al the usua measuresto cause amiscarriage, but despite every artifice was unable to prevail againgt nature at this
advanced stage of development. Finding that nothing else could be done, she abandoned the attempt and was compelled to
give birth to the child. The father of the baby, seeing that Theodorawas at her wit's end and vexed because motherhood
interfered with her usua recreations, and suspecting with good reason that she would do away with the child, took the infant
from her, naming him John, and sailed with the baby to Arabia. Later, when he was on the verge of death and John was alad
of fourteen, the father told him the whole story about his mother.

So the boy, after he had performed the last rites for his departed father, shortly after came to Constantinople and announced
his presence to the Empresss chamberlains. And they, not conceiving the possibility of her acting so inhumanly, reported to the
mother that her son John had come. Fearing the story would get to the ears of her husband, Theodora bade her son be brought
face to face with her. As soon as he entered, she handed him over to one of her servants who was ordinarily entrusted with
such commissions. And in what manner the poor lad was removed from theworld, | cannot say, for no one has ever seen him
snce, not even after the Queen died. The ladies of the court at thistime were nearly al of abandoned moras. They ran no risk
in being faithlessto their husbands, asthe n brought no penalty: even if caught in the act, they were unpunished, for dl they
had to do wasto go to the Empress, claim the charge was not proven, and start a countersuit against their husbands. The latter,
defeated without atrid, had to pay afine of twice the dower, and were usualy whipped and sent to prison; and the next time
they saw their adulterous wives again, the ladies would be daintily entertaining their lovers more openly than ever. Indeed, many
of thelatter gained promotion and pay for their amorous services. After one such experience, most men who suffered these
outrages from their wives preferred thereafter to be complaisant instead of being whipped, and gave them every liberty rather
than seem to be spying on their affairs.

Theodorasideawasto control everything in the state to suit hersalf. Civil and ecclesagticd officesweredl in her hand, and
there was only one thing she was dways careful to inquire about and guard as the standard of her gppointments: that no honest
gentleman should be given high rank, for fear he would have scruples against obeying her commands.

She arranged adl marriages asif that were her divine right, and voluntary betrothals before a ceremony were unknown. A wife
would suddenly be found for aman, chosen not because she pleased him, which is customary even among the barbarians, but
because Theodorawilled it. And the same was true of brides, who were forced to take men they did not desire. Frequently she
even made the bride jump out of her marriage bed, and for no reason a al sent the bridegroom away before he had reached
the chorus of hisnuptia song; and her only angry wordswould be that the girl displeased her. Among the many to whom she
did thiswere Leontius, the Referendar, and Saturninus, the son of Hermogenes the Master of Offices.

Now this Saturninus was betrothed to amaiden cousin, freeborn and agood girl, whom her father Cyril had promised himin
marriage just after the death of Hermogenes. When their bridal chamber was in readiness, Theodora arrested the groom, who
was conducted to another nuptial couch, where, weeping and groaning terribly, he was compelled to wed Chrysomallo's
daughter. Chrysomallo herself had formerly been adancer and a hetaera; at thistime she lived in the palace, with another
woman of the same name and one called Indaro, having given up Cupid and the stage to be of service to the Queen.

Saturninus, lying down findly to pleasant dreamswith his new bride, discovered she was aready unmaidened; and later told
one of hisfriendsthat his new-found mate came to him not imperforate. When this comment got to Theodora, she ordered her
servants, charging him with impious disregard of the solemnity of his matrimonia oath, to hoist him up like a schoolboy who had
been saucy to histeacher: and after whipping him on his backsides, told him not to be such afool theresfter.

What she did to John the Cappadocian | have told el sewhere; and need add only that her trestment of him was dueto her
anger, not at histransgressions againg the state (and a proof of thisisthat those who later did even more terrible thingsto their
subjects met no such similar fate from her), but because he had anot only dared oppose her in other things, but had denounced
her before the Emperor: with the result that shewas dl but estranged from her husband. | am explaining thisnow, for it isinthis
book, as| said in the foreword, that | necessarily tell the real truths and motives of events.
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When she confined him in Egypt, after he had suffered such humiliations as | have previoudy described, she was not even then
satisfied with the man's punishment, but never ceased hunting for false witnesses againgt him. Four years later, shewas ableto
find two members of the Green party who had taken part in theinsurrection at Cyzicus, and who were said to have shared in
the assault upon the bishop. These two she overwhelmed with flattery and threets, and one of them, inspired by her promises,
accused John of the murder; while the other utterly refused to be an accomplicein thislibel, even when he was so injured by
the torture that he seemed about to die on the spot. Consequently for dl her efforts she was unable to cause john's death on
this pretext. But the two young men had their right hands cut off: one, because he was unwilling to bear false witness; the other,
that her conspiracy might not be utterly obvious. Thus shewas abdleto do thingsin full public sight, and still nobody knew
exactly what she had done.

18. HOW JUSTINIAN KILLED A TRILLION PEOPLE

That Justinian was not aman, but ademon, as| have said, in human form, one might prove by considering the enormity of the
evils he brought upon mankind. For in the monstrousness of his actionsthe power of afiend is manifest. Certainly an accurate
reckoning of al those whom he destroyed would be impaossible, | think, for anyone but God to make. Sooner could one
number, | fancy, the sands of the sea than the men this Emperor murdered. Examining the countries that he made desol ate of
inhabitants, | would say he dew atrillion people. For Libya, vast asit is, he so devastated that you would have to go along
way to find asingle man, and he would be remarkable. Y et eighty thousand VVanda s capable of bearing arms had dwelt there,
and asfor their wives and children and servants, who could guesstheir number? Y et still more numerous than these were the
Mauretanians, who with their wives and children were dl exterminated. And again, many Roman soldiers and those who
followed them to Congtantinople, the earth now covers; so that if one should venture to say that five million men perished in
Libyaaone, hewould nat, | imagine, betelling the haf of it.

The reason for thiswasthat after the Vandas were defeated, Justinian planned, not how he might best strengthen hishold on
the country, nor how by safeguarding the interests of those who were loyd to him he might have the goodwill of his subjects:
but instead he foolishly recaled Belisarius a once, on the charge that the latter intended to make himsdf King (an ideaof which
Bdisariuswas utterly incapable), and so that he might manage affairs there himself and be able to plunder the whole of Libya.
Sending commissionersto vaue the province, heimposed grievous taxes where before there had been none. Whatever lands
were most valuable, he seized, and prohibited the Arians from observing their religious ceremonies. Negligent toward sending
necessary suppliesto the soldiers, he was over-drict with them in other ways, wherefore mutinies arose resulting in the deaths
of many. For he was never able to abide by established customs, but naturaly threw everything into confusion and disturbance.

Italy, which is not less than thrice aslarge as Libya, was everywhere desolated of men, even worse than the other country; and
from this the count of those who perished there may be imagined. The reason for what happened in Italy | have dready made
plan. All of hiscrimesin Libyawere repeated here; sending his auditorsto Italy, he soon upset and ruined everything.

Therule of the Goths, before thiswar, had extended from the land of the Gauls to the boundaries of Dacia, where the city of
Sirmiumis. The Germans held Cisal pine Gaul and most of the land of the Venetians, when the Roman army arrived in Italy.
Sirmium and the neighboring country was in the hands of the Gepidae. All of these he utterly depopulated. For those who did
not diein battle perished of disease and famine, which as usud followed inthe train of war. Illyriaand dl of Thrace, that is,
from the lonian Gulf to the suburbs of Constantinople, including Greece and the Chersonese, were overrun by the Huns, Savs
and Antes, dmogt every year, from the time when Jugtinian took over the Roman Empire; and intolerable things they did to the
inhabitants. For in each of theseincursions, | should say, more than two hundred thousand Romans were dain or endaved, so
that al this country became adesert like that of Scythia

Such were the results of thewarsin Libyaand in Europe. Meanwhile the Saracens were continuousy making inroads on the
Romans of the East, from the land of Egypt to the boundaries of Persia; and so completdly did their work, that in dl this
country few were left, and it will never be possible, | fear, to find out how many thus perished. Also the Persians under
Chosroesthree timesinvaded the rest of this Roman territory, sacked the cities, and either killing or carrying avay the men they
captured in the cities and country, emptied the land of inhabitants every time they invaded it. From the time when they invaded
Colchis, ruin has befalen themselves and the Lazi and the Romans.
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For neither the Persans nor the Saracens, the Huns or the Slavs or the rest of the barbarians, were able to withdraw from
Roman territory undamaged. In their inroads, and still morein their seges of citiesand in battles, where they prevailed over
opposing forces, they shared in disastrous losses quite as much. Not only the Romans, but nearly al the barbarians thus felt
Justinian's bloodthirstiness. For while Chosroes himsdlf was bad enough, as| have duly shown esewhere, Justinian wasthe one
who each time gave him an occasion for the war. For he took no heed to fit his policies to an appropriate time, but did
everything at the wrong moment: in time of peace or truce he ever craftily contrived to find pretext for war with his neighbors,
whilein time of war, he unreasonably lost interest, and hesitated too long in preparing for the campaign, grudging the necessary
expenses, and instead of putting his mind on the war, gave his attention to stargazing and research asto the nature of God. Y et
he would not abandon hogtilities, since he was so bloodthirsty and tyrannical, even when thus unable to conquer the enemy
because of his negligencein meeting the Situation.

So while he was Emperor, the whole earth ran red with the blood of nearly all the Romans and the barbarians. Such were the
results of the wars throughout the whole Empire . during thistime. But the civil gtrifein Congtantinople and in every other city, if
the dead were reckoned, would total no smaler number of dain than those who perished in the wars, | believe. Sincejustice
and impartia punishment were seldom directed against offenders, and each of the two factionstried to win the favor of the
Emperor over the other, neither party kept the peace. Each, according to his smile or hisfrown, was now terrified, now
encouraged. Sometimes they attacked each other in full strength, sometimesin smaller groups, or even lay in ambush against
the first sngle man of the opposite party who came aong. For thirty-two years, without ever ceasing, they performed outrages
againg each other, many of them being punished with death by the municipa Prefect.

However, punishment for these offenses was mostly directed against the Greens.

Furthermore the persecution of the Samaritans and the so-called heretics filled the Roman realm with blood. Let this present
recapitulation sufficeto recal what | have described more fully alittle while since. Such were the things done to al mankind by
the demon in flesh for which Jugtinian, as Emperor, was responsible. But what evils he wrought against men by some hidden
power and diabolic force | shal now relate.

During hisrule over the Romans, many disasters of various kinds occurred: which some said were due to the presence and
artifices of the Devil, and others consdered were effected by the Divinity, Who, disgusted with the Roman Empire, had turned
away from it and given the country up to the Old One. The Scirtus River flooded Edessa, creating countless sufferings among
theinhabitants, as| have dsawhere written. The Nile, rising asusua, but not subsiding in the customary season, brought terrible
caamitiesto the peoplethere, as| have dso previoudy recounted. The Cydnusinundated Tarsus, covering dmost the whole
city for many days, and did not subside until it had done irreparable damage.

Earthquakes destroyed Antioch, the leading city of the East; Seleucia, which is stuated nearby; and Anazarbus, most
renowned city in Cilicia Who could number those that perished in these metropoles? Y et one must add also those who lived in
Ibora; in Amases, the chief city of Pontus; in Polybotusin Phrygia, called Polymede by the Fisdians, in Lychnidusin Epirus;
and in Corinth: dl thickly inhabited citiesfrom of old. All of these were destroyed by earthquakes during thistime, with aloss of
amog dl their inhabitants. And then came the plague, which | have previoudy mentioned, killing haf at least of those who had
survived the earthquakes. To so many men came their doom, when Justinian first cameto direct the Roman state and later
possessed the throne of autocracy.

19. HOW HE SEIZED ALL THEWEALTH OF THE ROMANSAND THREW IT AWAY

How he seized dl wedlth | will next discuss. recaling first avison which, a the beginning of Justinian'srule, wasreveded to
oneof illugtrious rank in adream.

In this dream, he said, he seemed to be standing on the shore of the sea somewhere in Constantinople, across the water from
Cha cedon, and saw Judtinian there in midchanndl. And first Justinian drank up al the water of the sea, so that he presently
appeared to be standing on the mainland, there bring no longer any wavesto break againgt it; then other water, heavy with filth
and rubbish, roaring out of the subterranean sewers, proceeded to cover the land. And this, too, he drank, a second time
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drying up the bed of the channdl. Thisiswhat the vison in the dream disclosed.

Now Justinian, when his uncle Justin came to the throne, found the state well provided with public funds. For Anastasius, who
had been the most provident and economica of al monarchs, fearing (which indeed happened) that the inheritor of hisEmpire
should find himsdf in need of money, would perhaps plunder his subjects, filled al the treasuriesto their brim with gold before
he completed his span of life. All of this Justinian immediately exhausted, between his sensaless building program on the coast
and hislavish presentsto the barbarians; though one might have thought that it would take the most extravagant of Emperorsa
hundred years to disburse such wedlth. For the treasurers and those in charge of the other imperia properties had been able,
during Anagtasiuss rule of more than twenty-seven years over the Romans, easily to accumulate 3,200 gold centenaries; and of
al these nothing at al wasleft, for it had been squandered by this man while Justin till lived; as| have already related.

Wheat heillegaly confiscated and wasted during hislifetime, no tale, no reckoning, no count could ever make manifest. For like
an ever flowing river swalowing more each day he pillaged his subjects, to disgorge it straightway on the barbarians.

Having thus carried away the public wealth, he turned his eye upon his private subjects. Most of them he immediately robbed
of their estates, snatching them arbitrarily by force, bringing false charges against whoever in Constantinople and each other city
were reputed to berich.

Some he accused of polytheism, others of heresy againgt the orthodox Chrigtian faith; some of pederasty, others of love affairs
with nuns, or other unlawful intercourse; some of starting sedition, or of favoring the Greens, or treason againgt himself, or
anything ese; or he made himsdlf the arbitrary heir of the dead and even of the living, when he could. Such were the subtleties
of hisactions. And how he profited from the insurrection against himself which is caled Nika, making himsdf her to the
Senators, | have dready shown; and how, some time before the sedition broke out, he privately robbed each man of his estate.

To dl the barbarians, on every occasion, he gave great sums: to those of the East and those of the West ' to the North and to
the South, asfar as Britain, and over dl the inhabited earth; so that nations whose very names we had never heard of, we now
learned to know, seeing their ambassadorsfor thefirst time. For when they learned of this man'sfally, they cameto him and
Congtantinople in floods from the whole world. And he with no hesitation, but overjoyed at this, and thinking it good luck to
drain the Romans of their prosperity and fling it to barbarian men or to the waves of the sea, daily sent each one home with his
amsfull of presents.

Thusdl the barbarians became masters of al the wedlth of the Romans, either being presented with it by the Emperor, or by
ravaging the Roman Empire, sdling their prisoners for ransom, and bartering for truces. And the prophecy of the dream |
mentioned above, cameto passin thisvisibleredlity.

20. DEBASING OF THE QUAESTORSHIP

He aso had contrived other ways of plundering his subjects (which I will now describe aswell as| can) by which he robbed
them, not dl a once, but little by little of their entire fortunes. First he gppointed a new municipa magistrate, with the power to
license shopkeepersto sdl their wares at whatever pricesthey desired: for which privilege they paid an annud tax.
Accordingly, people buying their provisonsin these shops had to pay three timeswhat the stuff was worth, and complanants
had no redress, though great harm was thus done; for the magistrates saw to it that theimperia tax was fattened accordingly,
which wasto their advantage. Thus the government officidls shared in this disgraceful business, while the shopkeepers,
empowered to act illegaly, chested unbearably those who had to buy from them, not only by raising their prices many times
over, as| have sad, but by defrauding customersin other unheard-of ways.

Again helicensed many monopolies, asthey -are cdled; sdling the freedom of his subjects to those who were willing to
undertake thisreprenengble traffic, after he had exacted his price for the privilege. To those who made this arrangement with
him, he gave the power to manage the business however they pleased; and he sold this privilege openly, even to dl the other
magistrates. And since the Emperor dways got hislittle share of the plundering, these officids and their subordinatesin charge
of thework, did their robbing with small anxiety.
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Asif theformerly appointed magistrates were not enough for this purpose, he created two new ones; though the municipal
Prefect had formerly been ableto look after dl crimina charges. Hisred reason for the change was, of course, so that he could
have additional informers, and thus misuse the innocent with more celerity. Of the two new officids, one, nominally gppointed
to punish thieves, was called Pragtor of the People; the other was charged with the punishment of cases of pederasty, illegd
intercourse with women, blasphemy, and heresy; and his officia name was Quaestor.

Now the Pragtor, whenever he found anything very va uable among the stolen goods that came to his notice, was supposed to
giveit to the Emperor and say that no owner had appeared to claim it. In thisway the Emperor continually got possession of
priceless goods. And the Quaestor, when he condemned persons coming before him, confiscated as much as he pleased of
their properties, and the Emperor shared with him each timein the lawlessy gained riches of other people. For the subordinates
of these magigtrates neither produced accusers nor offered withesses when these cases cameto tria, but during dl thistime the
accused were put to desth, and their properties seized without due tria and examination.

Later, thismurdering devil ordered these officials and the municipa Prefect to ded with dl criminal charges on equa terms:
telling them to vie with each other to see which of them could destroy the most people in the shortest time. And one of them
asked him at once, they say, "If somebody is sometime denounced before dl three of us, which of us shall have jurisdiction
over the case?' Whereupon he replied, "Whichever of you acts faster than therest.”

Thus shamelessy he debased the Quaestor's office, which former emperors dmost without exception had held in high regard,
taking care that the men they appointed to it were experienced and wise, law-abiding, and uncorruptible by bribes, snce
otherwise it would be a cadamity to the state, if men holding this high office were ignorant or avaricious.

But the first man that this Emperor appointed to the office was Tribonian, whose actions | have fully related e sewhere. And
when Tribonian departed from thisworld, Justinian seized a portion of his estate, though a son and many other children were
|eft destitute when the fellow ended the findl day of hislife. Junilus, aLibyan, was next gppointed to this office: aman who had
never even heard the law, for he was not arhetorician; he knew the Latin letters, but asfar as Greek went, he had never even
goneto school, and was unable to speak the language. Frequently when hetried to say a Greek word, he was laughed at by
his servants. And he was so damned greedy for base gain, that he thought nothing of publicly saling the Emperor's decrees.
For one gold coin hewould hold out his palm to anybody without hesitation. And for not less than seven years time the State
shared the ridicule earned by this petty grafter.

When Junilus completed the measure of hislife, Constantine was gppointed Quaestor: aman not unacquainted with law, but
exceeding young, and without actua experiencein court; and the most thievish bully among men. Of this person Jugtinian was
very fond, and became his bosom friend, since through him the Emperor saw he could steal and run the office as he wished.
Consequently, Congtantine had greet wealth in ashort time, and assumed an air of prodigious pomp, with hisnosein the clouds
despising al men; and even those who wanted to offer him large bribes had to entrust them to those who were in his specia
confidence, to offer him together with their requests; for it was never possible to meet or talk with him, except when he was
running to the Emperor or had just left him, and even then he trotted by in agreat hurry, lest histime be wasted by somebody
who had no money to give him. Thisiswhat the Emperor did to the quaestorship.

21. THE SKY TAX, AND HOW BORDER ARMIESWERE FORBIDDEN TO PUNISH
INVADING BARBARIANS

The Prefect in charge of the praetors each year handed over to the Emperor more than thirty centenariesin addition to the
public taxes; thistribute was caled the sky tax, to show, | suppose, that it was not aregular duty or assessment, but asit were
fdl into his hands by chance out of the sky: it should have been called the villainy tax, for in its name the magistrates robbed
their subjects worse than ever, on the ground they had to hand it over to the autocrat, while they themselves acquired aking's
fortunein no time. For this Justinian left them unpunished, awaiting the time when they should have gained immenseriches, as
soon as this happened, he brought some charge against them for which there was no defense, and confiscated their entire
property al at once, as he had done to John of Cappadocia.



Everyone appointed to office during this period of course became immensely wesdlthy at once, with two exceptions: Phocas,
whom | have mentioned e sewhere as an utterly honest man, who remained uncorrupted by gain during his office; and Bassus,
who was appointed later. Neither of these gentlemen held their office for ayear, but were removed after afew months as
useless and unsuited to thetimes. But if | went into dl the details, this book would never end: sufficeit to say that dl the rest of
the magidratesin Congtantinople were equdly guilty.

Also everywhere esein the Roman Empire Justinian did the same. Picking out the worst scoundrels he could find, he sold them
the offices they wereto corrupt, for large sums of money. Indeed, an honest man or one with any sense at al, would never
think of throwing away his own money on the chance of getting it back by robbing the innocent. When Justinian had collected
this money from such bargainers, he gave them complete power over their subjects, by which, pillaging the country and the
inhabitants, they were to become rich. And since they had borrowed money at heavy interest to pay the Emperor for their
magigiracies, as soon asthey arrived in the cities of their jurisdiction, they treated their subjects with every kind of evil, caring
for nothing but how they might fulfill their agreements with their creditors and themsdlves thereafter be listed among the
super-wedlthy. They saw no peril and felt no shamein this conduct; rather, they anticipated that the more they wrongfully killed
and plundered, the higher would be their reputation; for the name of murderer and robber would prove the energy of their
service. However, as soon as he heard these officials had become adequately wesalthy, Justinian snared them with afitting
pretext, and straightway seized their fortunesin one swoop.

He passed alaw that candidates for offices must swear they would keep themsalves clean of al graft and never give or receive
any bribe as officids; and dl the curses that were named by the ancients he invoked on any who should violate this agreement.
But the law was not over ayear old before he himsdlf, disregarding its words and maedictions, shameesdy put these offices up
for sle; and not secretly, but in the public Forum. And the buyers of the offices, breaking their oaths also, plundered more than
ever.

Later he contrived another unheard-of scheme. The offices which he believed to be the most powerful in Constantinople and
the other large cities, he decided not to sell any longer as he had been doing, but put them in the hands of picked menona
fixed sdary, who were commanded to turn over al revenuesto himsalf. And these men, after recelving their pay, worked
fearlesdy and carried off everything on earth, going around tin the name of their office to rob the subjects. . The Emperor was
aways very careful to choose for his agents men who weretruly of al people the worst scoundrels; and he had no trouble
finding those who were bad enough. When, indeed he appointed thefirst rascalsto office, and their power brought to light their
corruption, we were astonished that nature had produced such evil in human form. But when the successors to these offices
later went far beyond the first occupantsin villainy, men were a alossto see how their predecessors could have been thought
to be wicked, sincein comparison to the new officials the former had - And the third been noble gentlemen in their actions s,
and those who followed them, out-Heroded the second ot in every kind of depravity; and by their ingenuity in inventing new
methods of bringing fase charges, gave al their predecessors the name of being virtuous and honest. Asthe evil progressed, it
was eventually demonstrated that the wickedness of man has no natura limit, but when it feeds on the experience of the past,
and is given the opportunity to mistreat itsvictims, it is encouraged to such adegree that only those who are oppressed by it
can measureit. And thus were the Romans treated by their magistrates.

After amies of the hostile Huns had severd times endaved and plundered inhabitants of the Roman Empire, the Thracian and
[llyrian generds planned to attack them on their retreat, but gave up the ideawhen they were shown letters from the Emperor
Justinian forbidding them to attack the barbarians on the ground that aliance with them was necessary to the Romans againgt
the Goths, forsooth, or some other foe.

And after this, these barbarians ravaged the country asif they were the foe, and endaved the Romans there; and, laden with
booty and captives, these friends and alies of the Romans returned to their homes. Often some of the farmers of these regions,
induced by longing for their children and wives who had been carried off to davery, formed into bands and attacked the Huns,
kill" capturing their horses ladening many, and with spails; but the consequence of their success was unfortunate. For agents
were sent from Congtantinople to beat and torture them and seize their property, until they had given up al the horsesthey had
taken from the barbarians.
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22. FURTHER CORRUPTION IN HIGH PLACES

Now when the Emperor and Theodora dismissed John of Cappadocia, they wished to gppoint a successor to his office, and
agreed to choose a il baser rogue; so they looked everywhere for such an instrument of tyranny, examining al manner of men
that they might be able to ruin their subjectsthe fagter. For the time being, they gppointed Theodotus to the office: aman who
was by no means good, but still not bad enough to satisfy them; and meanwhile they continued their generd searchtill finaly,
amost to their surprise, they discovered abanker named Peter, a Syrian by birth, surnamed Barsyames, who, after years of
gtting a the copper money-changer's table had made himsdlf rich by thievish malpractices, being gifted at stealing obols, which
he could filch under the eyes of customers by the quickness of hisfingers. He was not only smart at this deight-of-hand
thievery, but if he were ever detected, would swear it was amistake, covering up the sins of his hands with the impudence of
histongue.

Enligting in the Pretorian guard, he behaved so outrageoudy that Theodorawas ddlighted with him, and decided he could most
eadly serve her in the worst of her nefarious schemes. So Theodotus, who had succeeded the Cappadocian, was straightway
removed from office and Peter gppointed in his place; and he did everything to their taste. Chesting al the soldiers of -their due
pay, without the dightest shame or fear, he dso offered offices for sale to agreater extent than ever to those who did not
hesitate to engage in thisimpioustraffic for dishonored positions; and he openly licensed those who bought these officesto use
asthey wished the lives and substance of their subjects. For he claimed himsdlf, and granted to whoever paid the price of a
province, theright to destroy and ravage without restriction.

Thissde of human lives proceeded from thefirgt officer of the State; and by him the contract for the ruin of cities was made.
Through the principal law courts and in the public Forum went the licensed bandit who was given the name of
Collector-collector of the money paid for high offices which wasin turn extorted from the despairing people. And of al the
imperid agents, many of whom were men of repute, Peter selected for his own service those who were villains,

In this he was not unique; for those who held the same office before and after him were equally dishonest. So were the Master
of Offices, the Palatine Treasurers of the public and the Emperor's private moneys, and thosein charge of his persond estates,
and, in short, al who held public officesin Constantinople and the other cities. For from the time when thistyrant first managed
the affairs of Sate, in each department the ministers without any judtification claimed the moneys pertaining to that department
for themsaves whenever he did not take them himself; and the subordinates of these officids, suffering the extremes of penury
during dl thistime, were compelled to serve in the manner of daves.

Most of the great stores of grain that had been kept in Constantinople had rotted; but he forced each of the cities of the East to
buy what was not fit for human consumption; and he made them pay not what was the usua price for the best grain, but a ill
higher rate; so that the purchasers who had thrown away large sums of money, buying at such extravagant prices, had then to
throw the rotten grain into the sea or down the sewers. Then the grain that was still sound and wholesome, of which there was
great abundance, he decided to sell to the cities that were in danger of famine. In thisway he made twice the money which the
public collectors had formerly taken by the sale of thisgrain.

The next year, however, the harvests were not so ample, and the grain transports arrived at Consgtantinople with less than the
necessary supply. Peter, worried over the Situation, determined to buy alarge quantity of grain in Bithynia, Phrygia, and
Thrace. So the inhabitants of these regions were forced to the heavy task of bringing their harvests down to the seacoast and to
trangport it at considerable peril to Constantinople, where they received a miserably smal price. So great indeed were thelr
losses, that they would have been glad to give their grain outright to the State and pay afinefor that privilege. Thisisthe
grievous burden which was called "co-operative buying.”

But when even thus the supplies of grain in Congtantinople were insufficient for its needs, many denounced this system before
the Emperor. And at the sametime nearly dl the soldiers, because they had not been given their due pay, assembled mutinoudy
throughout the city and created agreat uproar. The Emperor turned now against Peter and decided to remove him from office,
because of the above-mentioned complaints, and since he heard he had hidden a devilishly large amount of plunder of which he
had robbed the State. Which was indeed the case.
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But Theodorawould not let her hushand do this, for she was marveloudy delighted with Barsyames, | suppose because of 'his
wickedness and his remarkable crudty to his subjects. For she hersdf was utterly savage and bursting with inhumanity, and
thought those who served her should be as nearly as possible of a character with hersalf. They say, too, that she had been
involuntarily charmed by magic to become Peter's friend; for this Barsyames was a devotee of sorcerers and demons, and was
admittedly amember of the Manichaeans. Although the Empress had heard dl this, she did not withdraw her favor from the
man, but decided to prefer and favor him al the more on this account. For she herself from childhood had consorted with
magicians and sorcerers, as her pursuitsinclined her toward them and al her life she believed in the black art and had' grest
confidenceinit.

They even say that it was not so much by flattery that she made Justinian eat from her hand as by demoniac power. For this
was not akindly, just, or good man, to prevail over such machinations, but plainly overmastered by his passion for murder and
money; easly yielding to those who deceived and flattered him, and in the midst of hisfondest plans he could be diverted with
facility, like abit of dust caught up by the wind. None of hiskindred or hisfriends had any sure confidencein him, and his plans
were continualy subject to change. Thus, he was an easy mark to sorcery, as| have said, and with no difficulty fdl into the
power of Theodora. And it wasfor this reason that the Empress regarded Peter, practised in such arts, with great affection.

Soit wasdl the Emperor could do to remove him from office; and at Theodoras ingstence, soon afterward he made him chief
of thetreasurers, removing John from this position which he had given him only afew months before. Thisman John wasa
native of Palestine, exceedingly good and gentle, ignorant of the possibility of increasing his private fortune, and had never
wronged asingle man. All the people loved him; and therefore he could not please Justinian and hiswife, who, as soon asthey
saw among their agents an unexpected decent gentleman, became faint with horror, and determined to get rid of him at thefirst

possible opportunity.

So it was that Peter succeeded John as chief of the treasurers, and once more became the cause of great calamities.
Embezzling most of, the moneys which had been set apart Since the time of along-past Emperor to be distributed each year to
the many poor, he made himsdlf thus unjustly rich at the expense of the people, and handed a share of it to the Emperor. Those
who were thus deprived of their dole sat around in greet grief. Furthermore, he did not coin the customary amount of gold, but
issued aless amount, athing that had never happened before. And thisis how the Emperor dealt with the magistracies.

23. HOW LANDOWNERS WERE RUINED

| will now tell how he ruined the landowners everywhere; dthough it were a sufficient indication of their sufferingsto refer to
what | have just written about the officials who were sent to dl the cities, for these men plundered the landowners and did what
other violence has been told.

Now it had formerly been the long-established custom that each Roman ruler should, not only once during hisreign but often
remit to his subjects whatever public debts werein arrears, so that those who werein financia difficulty and had no means of
paying their delinquencies would not be too far pressed; and so that the tax collectors would not have the excuse of
persecuting, as subject to the tax, those who really owed nothing. But Justinian, during thirty-two years time, made no such
concession to his subjects, and consequently those who were unable to pay had to flee their country and never return. Others,
more prosperous, grew weary of trying to answer the continual accusations of the informers that the tax they had aways paid
was lessthan required by the present rate on their estates. For these unfortunates feared not so much the imposition of anew
tax asthat they should be burdened by the unjust weight of additiona back taxes for so many years. Many, indeed, preferred
to abandon their property to theinformers or to the confiscation of the state.

Besides, the Medes and the Saracens had ravaged most of Asia, and the Huns and Slavs all of Europe; captured cities had
either been razed to their foundations, or made to pay terrible tribute; men had been carried off into davery together with dl
their property, and every district had been deserted by itsinhabitants because of the daily raids: yet no tax was remitted, except
in the case of citiesthat had been captured by the enemy, and then only for oneyear. Yet if, asthe Emperor Anastasius had
done, he had decided to exempt the captured cities from taxation for seven years, even so | believe, he would not have done
asmuch as he should.
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For Cabades retired after doing hardly any damage to the buildings, but Chosroes burned to the foundations everything he
took, and left greater ruinin histrack. Y et to these remaining sufferers, for whom he made this ridiculous remission of taxes,
and to all the others, who had many times been invaded by the army of the Medes, and been continually plundered by the Huns
and barbarous Saracensin the East, and to those Romans who had met an equal fate daily from the barbariansin Europe, this
Emperor straightway became amore bitter foe than al the barbarians put together. For as soon as the enemy had retreated,

the landownersimmediaedy were overwhemed by new requisitions, imposts and levies.

What these were | will now explain. Those who owned land were compelled to feed the Roman army, according to a specia
assessment determined by the actua emergency but arbitrarily fixed by law. And if sufficient provisionsfor the soldiersand
horses were not to be found on their estates, these unfortunates had to go out and buy them at an excessive price, wherever
they could, even if they had to transport them from a distant country to the place where the army was quartered , and then
digtribute them to the army officialsnot at alegd price, but a the whim of the commanders. Thisrequigtion, caled
co-operative buying, took the heart out of the landowners. For it made their annual taxes eadly ten times what they had been,
asthey had not only to feed the army, but often to transport grain from Constantinople. Barsyames was not the only one who
dared this outrage, for the Cappadocian before him had done the same, and Barsyames's successors after him. And thisis
what co-operative buying meant.

The"impogt” was an unexpected ruin which suddenly attacked the landowners, pulling up their hope of livelihood by the roots.
In the case of estates that had run down and been deserted, whose owners and farmer tenants had either perished or |eft the
country, on account of their misfortunes, and disappeared, aruthlesstax was till laid on those who had aready lost dll. This
was cdled theimpog, levied frequently during thistime.

The nature of the third levy was briefly asfollows: Many losses, especidly a thistime, were suffered by the cities, whose
causes and extents | refrain from describing now, or the tale would be endless. These losses the landowners had to repair, by
gpecia assessment on each individual; and their troubles did not even stop there. The pestilence, which had attacked the
inhabited world, did not spare the Roman Empire. Mot of its farmers had perished of it, so that their lands were deserted;
nevertheless Justinian did not exempt the owners of these properties. Their annua taxes were not remitted, and they had to pay
not only their own, but their deceased neighbors share. And in addition to al of this, these land-poor wretches had to quarter
the soldiersin their best rooms, while they themsealves during thistime existed in the meanest and poorest part of their dwellings.

Such were the constant afflictions of mankind under the rule of Justinian and Theodora; for there was no release from war or
any other of these cdamitiesin dl ther time.

Whilel am on the subject of quartering, | should not fail to mention that the householdersin Constantinople had to quarter
seventy thousand barbarians, so that they got no pleasure from their own houses, and were greetly inconvenienced in many
ways.

24. UNJUST TREATMENT OF THE SOLDIERS

| must not pass over histreatment of the soldiers, over whom he gppointed paymasters with instructions to hold out as much of
their money asthey found possible, on the understanding that one twelfth of what they thus collected was theirs. Their method
each year was asfollows. It was the regulation that different ranksin the army receive different pay: the young and newly
enlisted received less, those who had seen hard service and had advanced hdf way up the list received more, and the veterans
who should soon retire from service had atill higher rating, so that they could live on their savings as private citizens, and when
their span of life was complete, might be able to leave some consolation to their families. In thisway, the soldiers step by step
arosein rank astheir older comrades died or retired, and each man's pay fitted his degree of seniority.

But the paymagters forbade the erasing from the lists of the names of soldierswho died, even when many perished together, as
frequently happened in the congtant wars. Nor did they fill the vacanciesin thelists, even after consderabletime.

The result of thiswas that the number of soldiers grew continualy less, and those who survived their dead comrades were
deprived of their proper advancement in rank and pay; while the paymasters handed over to Justinian the money that should
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have goneto these soldiersdl thistime,

Furthermore, they fined the soldiers for other persona and unjust reasons, as areward for the perils they underwent in the
battlefield: on the charge that they were Greeks, asif none of that nation could be brave; or that they were not commissioned
by the Emperor to serve, even when they showed his signature to that effect, which the paymasters did not hesitate to question;
or that they had been absent from duty for afew days.

Later, some of the palace guards were sent throughout the whole Roman Empire to investigate how many on the military lists
were unfit for service; and some were rdieved of their uniform for being old and use less, so that for therest of thelr livesthey
had to beg their meals of the charitable in the public Forum, exhibiting their tears and lamentations to passersby; and the rest,
lest they might suffer asmilar fate, handed over their savings as abribe, with the result that al the soldierslost heart for their
profession, were reduced to poverty, and had no further enthusiasm for campaigning.

Thiswas ruinous to the Romans and their authority in Italy; and the paymaster Alexander, sent thither, had the audacity to
reproach the soldiersfor their poor morale; while he exacted further money from the Italians, on the pretext of punishing them
for their negotiations with Theodoric and the Goths. The common soldiers, indeed, were not the only ones to be reduced to
poverty and helplessness by these commissioners; for dl the saff officers, under the generals, who had formerly beenin high
esteen, were utterly impoverished and in danger of famine, asthey had no money left with which to buy their customary
provisions,

Speaking of the soldiers reminds me to add further details. The Roman emperors hitherto had stationed large armies on all
frontiers of the State to protect its boundaries; and particularly in the East, to repd incursions of the Persians and Saracens.
These border troops Justinian used so ill and meanly from the start that their pay became four or five years overdue; and when
peace was declared between the Romans and Persians, these poor men, instead of sharing in the fruits of peace, wereforced
to contribute to the public treasury whatever was owed them; after which they were summarily discharged from the army.
Thereafter the boundaries of the Roman Empire were unguarded, and the soldiers were left suddenly on the hands of charity.

Another corps of not less than three thousand, five hundred other soldiers, originally mustered for the palace guard, and called
the Scholars, had aways received higher pay from the public treasury than the rest of the army. Originaly they were chosen to
this preferred company by specia merit, from the Armenians; but from the time when Zeno became Emperor, it was possible
for anyone, no matter how poor or cowardly asoldier, to wear this uniform. Now when Justin came to the throne, this Justinian
distributed the honor among alarge number upon their paying him acongderable price for it. And when he saw therewas no
further possible vacancy, he enrolled two thousand more, whom he called Supernumeraries. When he himself took over the
throne, heimmediately disbanded the Supernumeraries, without giving them back any of the money they had paid him.

This, however, iswhat he schemed with reference to the Student Corps. Whenever an army was about to be sent against
Libya, Italy, or the Persans, he ordered them to pack for service with the regulars, though he knew well they were utterly unfit
for the campaign. And they, trembling at the possbility of active service, surrendered their pay for the period of thewar. The
Students had this unpleasant experience more than once. Also Peter, during al the time he was Master of Offices, worried
them daily with unheard-of thefts.

For he was a gentle seeming and unassuming man, but the biggest thief aive, and smply bursting with sordid meanness. It was
this Peter whom | mentioned before as responsible for the murder of Amasal ontha, Theodoric's daughter.

There were aso othersin the palace guard of much higher rank; and the more they paid into the treasury for their commissions,
the higher was their military rating. These were called Domestics and Protectors, and had aways been exempt from active
sarvice. Only asamatter of form they were listed in the palace guard. Some of them were regularly stationed in
Congtantinople, others had always been assgned to Gaatia or other provinces. Justinian scared these, too, in the same way,
into forfeiting their pay to him.

Findly, it wasthe law that every five years the Emperor should give each soldier abonus of afixed sumin gold. And every five
years commissioners had been sent over al the Roman Empireto give each soldier five gold staters. Not to comply with this
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custom was smply unthinkable. Y et from the time that this man managed the State, he never once did this, nor had any idea of
doing it, though he reigned for thirty-two years. so that the very custom wasfindly forgotten by everyone.

25. HOW HE ROBBED HISOWN OFFICIALS

| will next describe another way in which he robbed his subjects. Those who serve the Emperor and the magistratesin
Congtantinople, either as guards or as secretaries or what not, are inscribed last in the list of officials. Astime goes on, their
rank advances astheir superiorsdie or retire and they replace them, until they reach the topmost dignity. Those who attained
this highest rank, according to the long-established rule, were paid more than one hundred gold centenaries ayear, so asto
have acompetence for their old age, and that they might be able to discharge their many debts: which resulted in the affairs of
gtate being competently and smoothly managed. But this Emperor deprived them of nearly dl thismoney, to the great harm of
these officids and everybody else. For poverty, attacking them first, soon spread to the others who formerly shared their
solvency. And if one could calculate the sums of money thuslost during thirty-two years, he would know of how greet atota
they were thus deprived. Thisis how the tyrant used his military aides.

What he did to merchants and sailors, artisans and shop-keepers, and through them to everybody else, | will now relate. There
aretwo graits on either side of Congtantinople: one in the Hellespont between Sestos and Abydus, the other at the mouth of
the Euxine Sea, where the Church of the Holy Mother is Situated. Now in the Hellespontine Strait there had been no
customhouse, though an officer was stationed by the Emperor at Abydus, to see that no ship carrying acargo of arms should
pass to Constantinople without orders from the Emperor, and that no one should set sail from Constantinople without papers
signed by the proper officids, for no ship was dlowed to leave Constantinople without permission of the bureau of the Master
of Offices. Thetoll exacted from the ship owners, however, had been inconsequential. The officer stationed at the other strait
received aregular sdary from the Emperor, and his duty was exactly the same, to see that nothing was transported to the
barbarians dwelling beyond the Euxine that was not permitted to be sent from Roman to hostile territory; but he was not
alowed to collect any duties from navigators at this point.

But as soon as Justinian became Emperor, he stationed a customhouse at either strait, under two sdaried officias, to whom he
gave full power to collect as much money asthey found possible. Eager to show their zed, they made the mariners pay such
tributes ‘on everything as pirates might have exacted. And this was done at both draits.

At Congtantinople, he concocted the following scheme. He gppointed one of hisintimates, a Syrian named Addeus, in charge
of the port, with ordersto collect duty from the ships anchoring there. And he, accordingly, never dlowed any of the vessels
putting in to Congtantinople to leave until their owners either paid clearance fees or submitted to taking acargo for Libyaor
Italy. Some of the ship owners, however, refused to submit to this compulsion, preferring to burn their boats rather than sail a
such aprice; and considered themselves lucky to escape with this sacrifice. Those who had to continue sailing in order tolive,
on the other hand, charged merchants three times the former rate for carrying their wares. so that the merchants had to recoup
these losses by sdlling their stuff to individual purchasers a a correspondingly high price, with the result that the Romans nearly
died of gtarvation.

Thiswasthe state of affairs throughout the Empire.

| must not omit, | suppose, mention of what the rulers did to the petty coinage. Formerly the money changers had customarily
given two hundred and ten obols, or "folles,” for one gold stater; but Justinian and Theodora, as a schemefor their private
profit, ordered that only one hundred and eighty obols should be given for astater. In thisway they clipped off one sixth of
each gold coin possessed by the people.

By licensng monopolies of nearly al kinds of wares, these rulers daily oppressed the purchasers; the sdle of clotheswasthe
only thing they left untouched, and even in this case they contrived the following scheme. Cloaks of silk had long been madein
Berytusand Tyre, in Phoenicia. Merchants who dwelt in these, and al the artisans and workers connected with the trade, had
settled there in early times, and from these cities this trade had spread throughout the earth. But during the reign of Justinian,
thosein thisbusiness at Congtantinople and in the other cities, raised the price of these garments. claiming that the price for such



stuffs had been raised by the Persans, and that the import dutiesto Roman territory were aso higher.

The Emperor, pretending to be incensed at this, proclaimed by edict that such clothing could not be sold for more than eight
gold coins a pound; and the punishment for disobeying this law was the confiscation of the transgressor's property. This
seemed to everybody impossible and futile. For it was not practicable for the merchants who imported silk at ahigher price, to
&l it to their customersfor less. Consequently they decided to stop dedlinginit at al, and privately got rid of their present
stock as best they could, sdlling it to such notables astook pleasure in throwing away their money for such finery, or thought
they had to weer it.

The Empress, hearing what was going on through her whispering spies, without stopping to verify the rumor, immediately
confiscated these persons wares, fining them a centenary in addition. Now the imperid treasurer isto bein charge of al
matters connected with this trade. So when Peter Barsyames was given that office, they soon left it to him to do their unholy
deeds. Heruled that dl should obey the letter of the law, while he ordered the silk makersto work for himsalf. And thiswasno
secret, for he sold colored silk in the Forum at six gold pieces an ounce, while for theimperid dye, which isknown as
holovere, he charged more than twenty-four.

Inthisway he got much money for the Emperor and more, quietly, for himself; and the custom he started continues to this day,
the treasurer being admittedly the sole silk merchant and controller of thistrade.

Theformer dedersin sk in Congtantinople and every other city, by seaand by land, were naturally heavily damaged. Almost
the whole populace in the cities mentioned were suddenly made beggars. Artisans and mechanics were forced to struggle
againg famine, and many consequently left the country and fled to Persa. Only the imperid treasurer could transact this
business, giving ashare of the profits aforesaid to the Emperor, and himsalf taking most of them, fattening on the public
caamity. And so much for that.

26. HOW HE SPOILED THE BEAUTY OF THE CITIESAND PLUNDERED THE POOR
How he ruined the beauty and appearance of Constantinople and every other city, we shal now see.

First he determined to debase the standing of the lawyers. He deprived them of al court fees, by which they had formerly lived
in comfort and elegance; and in consequence they lost caste and significance. And after he had confiscated the estates of the
Senators and other prosperous people, as has been related, in Constantinople and al over the Roman Empire, there waslittle
use for lawyers anyway; men no longer had anything worth mentioning to go to court about. So of al the many noted
advocates, only afew were left; and they were despised and reduced to penury, regping nothing but insult from their work.

Furthermore, he caused physicians and teachers of the libera artsto be deprived of the necessities of life. For he stopped all
their living subsidies, which former emperors had paid men of these professions from the public treasury.

Also dl of the taxes which the municipalities had devoted to public use or entertainments, he transferred arbitrarily to the
imperia treasury. No consideration was now given to any physician or teacher; no one dared pay any attention to public
buildings, there were no public lightsin any city, nor any entertainments for the citizens. For the theaters, hippodromes, and
circuses, in which hiswife had been born, bred and educated, were dl discontinued. Later he even stopped the public
gpectaclesin Congtantinople, to avoid spending the usua State money on them, by which an dmost incal culable number of
people had got their livelihood. On these, individually and collectively, ruin and desuetude descended, and asif some cataclysm
hed fallen on them from Heaven, their happiness was dain. And no other subject was spoken of among men, a homeor in
public or in the churches, than their calamities, their sufferings, and their overwheming by the latest misfortune. Such wasthe
date of affarsin thecities.

Of what isleft totdl, thisisworth mentioning. Each year two Roman consuls were appointed: one a Rome, the other at
Congantinople. And whoever was called to this honor was expected to spend more than twenty gold centenaries on the
public; some of which came from the Consul's private purse, but most was furnished by the Emperor. Thismoney was given to
those others whom | have mentioned, but mostly to the poor and those employed in the theater; al of which wasto the good of
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the city. But from the time Justinian came to power, these distributions were not made at the customary time; for sometimesa
Consul remained in office for year after year, till finaly people wearied of hoping for anew one, eveninthelr dreams. Asa
result, universal poverty was the case, Sncethe usua annud relief was no longer afforded to subjects; and in every way al that
they had was taken from them by their ruler.

Now | think I have shown sufficiently how this destroyer devoured dl the public moneys and robbed each member of the
Senate, publicly and privatdly, of dl his estates; and how by bringing false charges he confiscated the properties of everybody
else who was reputed to be wedlthy, | imagine | have adequately told: asin the case of the soldiers, subordinate officers, and
the paace guard; the farmers and landowners; those whose businessisin words; merchants, ship ownersand sailors;
mechanics, artisans, and market dedlers; those whose livelihood isin the theater; and indeed everyone e se, who was affected
in turn by the damage done to these. And now let us see what he did to those in need of ams: the poor, the beggars, and the
diseased; for what he did to the priests will be described |ater.

Firg, as| have said, he took control of al the shops, licensed monopolies of al the wares most necessary to life, and exacted a
price of more than triple their worth from the citizens. And other details of what he did | would not even attempt to catadloguein
an endless book, since they were smply uncountable.

He put a bitter and perpetua tax on the sale of bread, which the day laborers, the poor and the infirm could not help buying.
From this source he demanded three centenaries ayear, with the result that the bakersfilled their loaves with shells and dust;
for the Emperor had no scruples againg profiting meanly from even this unholy adulteration. Thosein charge of the markets,
turning thistrick to their private gain, with ease became very wealthy and reduced the poor to an unexpected famine evenin
prosperoustimes, sinceit was not permitted to bring in grain from other places, but all were forced to eat bread purchased in
the city.

One of themunicipa agueducts, which furnished not asmall share of the city water, collapsed; but the rulers disregarded the
matter and refused to repair it, though the constant crowds who had to use the wellswere fairly stifling, and dl the baths were
shut down. On the other hand, he threw away great sums of money sensalesdy on buildings by the seashore and elsawhere, in
al the suburbs, asif the palacesin which al the former emperors had been content to dwell were not enough for thispair. So it
was not to save money, but to destroy his subjects, that he refused to rebuild the agueduct; for no onein al history had ever
been born among men more eager than Justinian to get hold of money, and then to throw it immediately avay again. Through
the two things | eft to them to drink and eat, water and bread, this Emperor injured those who werein the last extremes of
poverty; making the one hard to procure a al, and the other too expensive to buy.

Thishedid not only to the poor in Congtantinople, but to inhabitants el sewhere, as| shdl now relate. When Theodoric
captured Italy, he permitted the palace guard to remain in Rome, that some trace of the ancient State might be left; and he
continued their daily pay. These soldiers were quite numerous, comprising the Slentiarii, the Domestics, and the Student
Corps, who were soldiers only in name; their pay was just enough to live on; and Theodoric ordered that this should revert, on
their deaths, to their children and families. Among the poor, who lived near the Church of St. Peter the Apostle, he distributed
each year three thousand bushe s of grain from the public granary; which they continued to receive until the arriva in Itay of
Alexander the Scissors.

Thisman immediately decided to deprive them of dl this. When Justinian, Emperor of the Romans, learned of this economy, he
was greatly pleased, and favored Alexander more than ever. It was on hisway here that Alexander treated the Greeks as
follows. Thefortress at Thermopylae had long been guarded by the neighboring farmers, who took turns watching thewall
whenever an incurson of barbariansinto the Peloponnese was anticipated.

But this Alexander, when he arrived there, claimed it was to the advantage of the Peloponnesians not to alow this passto be
kept by farmers. So he stationed two thousand soldiersthere, to be paid not out of the imperia treasury, but by al the cities of
Greece; and on this pretext, he diverted dl their public and entertainment revenues to the general fund, saying that from it food
would be bought for these soldiers. In consequence, after this, everywherein Greece, including even Athens, no public
buildings or any other benefit could be considered. But Justinian of course approved this action of the Scissors. And that is
what happened here.



Then thereisthe matter of the poor in Alexandria. Among the lawyers there was one Hephaestus, who, on being made
Governor of Alexandria, put astop to civic sedition by intimidating therioters, but reduced dl the inhabitants to the utmost
misery. For heimmediately brought al the waresin the city under amonopoly, forbidding other merchantsto sdll anything, and
himself became the only deder and sole vendor of al wares: fixing prices as he pleased under his supreme power. By the
consequent shortage in necessary provisonsthe city of Alexandriawas greetly distressed, where formerly even the very poor
had been ableto live adequately; and the high price of bread pinched them most. For he alone bought up al the grainin Egypt,
not alowing anyone else to purchase as much as asingle bushel; and thus he controlled the supply and price of bread ashe
pleased. In thisway he soon amassed unheard-of wedlth, at the same time satisfying the greed of the Emperor. The people of
Alexandriathrough fear of Hephaestus bore their suffering in silence; and the Emperor, awed by the abundance of money that
continuoudy cameto him from that quarter, was wonderfully delighted with his Governor.

This Hephaestus, planning to incur even greater favor of the Emperor, contrived the following additiona scheme. When
Diocletian became ruler of the Romans, he ordered alarge quantity of grain to be given yearly to the poor in Alexandria. And
the Alexandrians, distributing this among themselves at that time, had transmitted the right to recelve this bounty to their
descendants up to thistime. But Hephaestus, depriving these needy ones of this charity, which amounted to two million bushels,
diverted it to theimperid granary, and wrote to the Emperor that these men had been getting this dole unjustly and not in
accordance with the interests of state. The Emperor, approving this action, was till fonder of him than before. But such
Alexandrianswhose hope of life had been in the digtribution, in their present bitter distressfdlt the full benefit of hisinhumanity.

27. HOW THE DEFENDER OF THE FAITH PROTECTED THE INTERESTSOF THE
CHRISTIANS

The deeds of Justinian were such that dl eternity would not be long enough in which to describe them adequately. So afew
exampleswill have to suffice to illuminate hiswhole character to future generations. what adissembler he was, how he
disregarded God, the priests, the laws, and the people who showed themsavesloya to him. He had no shame at all, either
when he brought destruction on the State or at any misdeed; he did not bother to try to excuse hisactions, and hisonly care
was how he might get sole possession of dl the wedth of theworld. To begin:

Asbishop of Alexandria he gppointed a man by the name of Paul. At thistime one Rhodon, a Phoenician, was Governor of
that city. Him he ordered to serve Paul with dl zedl, and to alow none of hisingtructionsto be unfulfilled. For thus he thought
he could associate dl the priestsin Alexandria under the synod of Chalcedon.

Now there was acertain Arsenius anative of Paestine, who had become one of the most useful intimates of the Empress
Theodora, and consequently after acquiring great power and wealth, had been raised to senatorid rank, though hewasa
disgusting fellow. He was a Samaritan, but so as not to lose his officia rank and power, became anomina Chrigtian; while his
father and brother, encouraged by his authority, continued in their ancestral faith in Scythopolis, where, with his consent, they
persecuted the Chrigtians intolerably. Asaresult of this, the citizens revolted and put them both to amost shameful desth.
Many later troubles afflicted the people of Paestine because of this. At the time, however, neither Justinian nor the Empressdid
anything to punish Arsenius, though he was principaly responsible for the whole trouble. They merely forbade him entranceto
the palace, to get rid of the crowds of Christians complaining against him.

This Arsenius, thinking to please the Emperor, soon after went to Alexandriawith Paul, to assist him generdly and in specid to
help him get the good will of the Alexandrians. For during the time he had been barred from the palace, he affirmed he had
become learned in al the Christian doctrines. This displeased Theodora, for she pretended to disagree with the Emperor in
religious matters, as| have told before.

As-soon asthey arrived in Alexandria, Paul handed over a deacon by the name of Psoes to Rhoden to be put to death, on the
charge that this man aone stood in the way of the accomplishment of the Emperor'swishes. And following indructionsin letters
from the Emperor, which came frequently and cogently, Rhodon ordered the man to be scourged; after which, while he was
being racked by the torture, he up and died.
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When news of this reached the Emperor, at the Empresssingtigation he expressed horror at what had been done by Paull,
Rhodon and Arsenius:. asif he had forgotten his own ingtructions to these men. He now gppointed Liberius, a patrician from
Rome, Governor of Alexandria, and sent certain priests of good reputation to Alexandria, to investigate the matter; among
these were the Archdeacon of Rome, Pelagius, who was commissioned by Pope Vigiliusto act as hislegate.

Paul, convicted of the murder, was removed from the bishopric; Rhodon, who fled to Constantinople, was beheaded by the
Emperor and his estates confiscated, although the man produced thirteen letters which the Emperor had written him, insisting
and commanding him to serve Paul in everything and never to oppose him, so that he could fulfill hisevery wishinreligious
meatters. Liberius, at Theodoras order, crucified Arsenius, and the Emperor confiscated his property, though he had no charge
to bring againgt him except that he had been intimate with Paul. Now whether his actionsin this matter were just or otherwise, |
cannot say; but | shall soon show why | have described the effair.

Sometimelater, Paul cameto Congtantinople and offered the Emperor seven gold centenariesif he would reingtate him in the
holy office from which, he claimed, he had been illegaly removed. Justinian genidly took the money, treated the man with greet
respect, and agreed to make him Bishop of Alexandriaagain very soon, though another now held the office; asif he did not
know that he himself had put to death Paul's friends and hel pers, and had confiscated their estates.

So the Augustus zealoudy extended every effort to arrange this matter, and Paul was generaly expected to regain his bishopric
oneway or another. But Vigilius, who wasin the capital at the time, decided not to yield to the Emperor's command in such a
case; and he said he could not annul a decision which Pelagius had given as hislegate. And the Emperor, whose only ideawas
to get the money, dismissed the matter.

Hereisanother smilar case. There was acertain Faustin, born in Palestine, and of an old Samaritan family, who accepted a
nomina Chrigtianity when the law constrained him. This Faustin became a Senator and a Governor of his province; and when
histerm of office expired alittle later, he came to Constantinople, where he was denounced by certain priests as having favored
the Samaritans and impioudy persecuted the Chrigtiansin Palestine. Justinian appeared to be very angry and outraged that
during hisrule over the Romans, anybody could have insulted the name of Chrigt.

So the Senate investigated the affair and by the will of the Emperor, punished Faustin with exile. But the Emperor, after getting
from him the money he wanted, straightway annulled the decree. And Faustin, restored to hisformer rank, and the Emperor's
friendship, was made Count of the imperiad domainsin Palestine and Phoenicia, where he fearlesdy did as much harm ashe
wanted. Now in what way Justinian protected the true interests of the Christians may clearly be seen in these instances, few of
them as| have had timeto give.

28. HISVIOLATION OF THE LAWS OF THE ROMANS, AND HOW JEWS WERE
FINED FOR EATING LAMB

How he unhesitatingly abolished laws when money wasin question will now be shown in afew words. There was one Priscus
in the City of Emesa, who was askilful forger of others handwriting, and arare artist in such ¢ ' rime. It happened that the
church of Emesahad along time before inherited the property of adistinguished patrician named Mammian, of illustrious family
and of great wedth. During Justinian'sreign, Priscusinventoried dl the families of the mentioned city, so asto find which were
adequatdly rich to be worth plundering, and after heinvestigated their family history, and found ancient | ettersin their ancestors
handwriting, he forged documents purporting to be their agreementsto pay to Mammian large sums of money which were
supposed to have been | eft with them by him as a deposit.

The amount of money mentioned as an obligation in these forgeries was not less than one hundred gold centenaries. He aso
imitated very craftily the writing of a certain notary public whose office wasin the Forum during Mammian's lifetime: aman of
high reputation for truth and every other virtue, who used to draw up al the citizens documents, fixing them with hisown sedl.
To those who were in charge of ecclesiagtical affairs at Emesa he gave these documents, after they agreed that he would get a
share of the money to be obtained from the matter.

But since there was a statute of limitations barring action after thirty years, except in mortgages and certain other matters,
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wherethelimit wasforty years, they formed the following plan. Going to Congtantinople and offering the Emperor large sums
of money, they begged him to join in accomplishing the destruction of their innocent fellow citizens. He took the money, and
without scruple published anew law, to the effect that the statute of limitations did not apply to the church, but claims
connected with that ingtitution might be brought at any time within ahundred years. And thiswas now the law not only in
Emesa, but throughout the whole Roman Empire.

To enforce his decree he sent to Emesa one Longinus, aman of deeds and of great bodily strength, who later was Prefect of
Congtantinople. And those in charge of church affairsthereimmediately brought suit for two centenaries against some of the
citizens whose ancestors were mentioned in the forgeries; and soon obtained judgment against these men, who had no defence
owing to the great |gpse of time and their ignorance of the facts. And al the other citizenswere greatly grieved over this, and
incensed againgt the accusers; the most reputable men of Emesa being the most perturbed.

Just asthisevil was now progressing againgt the mgority of the citizens, Providence intervened in the following way. Longinus
ordered Priscus, the inventor of the mischievoustrick, to bring him al the documents in the case; and when he objected,
dapped him with dl hismight. Priscus, unable to bear the shock of ablow from a strong man, fell on his back, now trembling
and shaking with fear; and supposing that Longinus had discovered him and that the whole deceit had been brought to light,
stopped bringing suits.

Asif it were not enough to do away with the laws of the Romans daily, the Emperor aso exerted himself to destroy the
traditions of the Jews. For whenever in their caendar Passover came before the Chrigtian Easter, he forbade the Jewsto
celebrateit on their proper day, to make then any sacrificesto God or perform any of their cussoms. Many of them were
heavily fined by the magigtrates for egting lamb at such times, asif thiswere againgt the laws of the State.

Knowing countless other such acts of Justinian, | cannot include them, since the end of thisbook draws near. In any case, what
| havetold will be enough to show the nature of the man.

29. OTHER INCIDENTS REVEALING HIM ASA LIAR AND A HYPOCRITE

I will now show what aliar and hypocrite hewas. This Liberius, whom | recently mentioned, he removed from officeand in his
stead gppointed John, an Egyptian, surnamed Laxarion. When Pelagius, aparticular friend of Liberiuss, heard of this, he asked
the Emperor if the report about L axarion's gppointment were true. And heimmediately denied it, assuring him he had done
nothing of the sort; and gave him aletter to take to Liberius charging him to stick tight to his office and give it over to nobody,
as he, Justinian, had not the dightest idea.of removing him fromit & thistime,

Now John had an uncle in Constantinople named Eudemon, of consular rank and great wealth, who was at the time Count of
theimperid estates. This Eudemon, when he heard the rumor, also went to the Emperor to inquire if the office wereredly going
to his nephew. And Justinian, in contradiction of what he had written to Liberius, now wrote a document to John, telling him to
take over the office by dl means, as hisintentions were unchanged. John, trusting in thisingtruction, ordered Liberiusto retire
from his office as he had been officidly removed. But Liberius, with equal confidence, of course, in the letter he had had from
the Emperor, refused. So John went after Liberius with an armed guard, and Liberius with his own guard defended himself.
During the fight many werekilled, including John himself, the new Governor.

Now at Eudemon'singtigation, Liberius was summoned to Congtantinople; the Senate investigated the affair, and acquitted
Liberius, sncewhat he did had been in sdf-defense. The Emperor, however, did not Iet him off until he had privately paid him
afine This shows Justinian'slove of truth and how he kept hisword.

It might not be out of the way for meto tell asequel of thisincident. This Eudemon died alittle later, leaving many relatives but
no will of any kind. About the same time the chief eunuch of the palace, Euphrates, was released from life, leaving a nephew
but no will disposing of his considerable property. The Emperor seized both estates, making himsdlf the arbitrary heir, and did
not give as much as athree-obol pieceto thelegd inheritors. Such was the respect for law and the kinsmen of hisfriendsthat
this Emperor had. So, also ' he seized the estate of Ireneus, who had died some time before, without any proper clam to it of

any kind.
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Another thing that happened & thistime | must aso not fail to tell. One Anatolius was foremost in the Senate of Ascalon. His
daughter was married to acitizen of Caesarea by the name of Mamilian, of illustrious family. Thisgirl was Anatoliusslegd heir,
since shewas hisonly child. Now there was an ancient law that when a Senator of any of the cities departed thisworld, leaving
no maeissue, one fourth of his estate should go to the Senate of hiscity, and dl the rest to his heirs. Here again the tyrant had
showed histrue character. He made anew law reversing the rule, decreeing that when a Senator died without male issue, his
heirs should get onefourth of hisestate, and al the rest should go to the imperid treasury and the loca Senate. Never inthe
memory of man had the treasury or the Emperor shared the estate of a Senator.

While thisnew law wasin force, Anatolius reached thefind day of hislife. His daughter was about to divide her inheritance
with the treasury and the city Senate according to the law, when she received letters from both the Emperor and the Ascalon
Senate, dismissing al their clamsto the property, on the ground they had aready al that was properly their just due.

Later Mamillan dso died, Anatoliuss son-in-law, leaving one daughter, who of course inherited his estate. While her mother
was il living, this daughter too died, after marrying aman of digtinction by whom she had no children, male or female,
Justinian immediately seized the whole estate, on the remarkable ground that it would be an unholy thing for the daughter of
Anatolius, an old woman, to become rich on the property of both her father and her husband. But that the woman might not be
reduced to beggary, he ordered her to be given one gold Stater aday so long as shelived: writing in the decree by which he
robbed her of these properties that he was granting her this stater for the sake of religion, "for it ismy custom to do what isholy
and pious."

Thiswill haveto suffice, in order that my book may not be overfilled with such anecdotes, and indeed, no one man could recall
everything hedid.

I will show how he cared nothing for even the Blues, who were devoted to him, when money was a stake. Therewasa
Cilician named Mdthanes, son-in-law of that Leo who was, as| have said, a Referendar. Justinian sent this Mathanesto
restore order among the Cilicians. On this pretext Mdthanesinflicted intolerable sufferings on most of hisfellow citizens, and
robbed them of their money, some of which he sent to the tyrant, enriching himsalf unjustly with therest.

Now some bore their sufferingsin silence; but those of the inhabitants of Tarsus who were Blues, trusting in the favor of the
Empress, assembled in their Forum to insult Malthanes, who was not present. When Malthanes heard of this, he assembled a
body of soldiersand arrived in Tarsus by night; and sending his soldiersinto the private houses, ordered them to put the
inhabitants to death. Thinking thiswas an invasion by an enemy, the Blues defended themsalves. And among other evilsthat
took placein the darkness, it happened that Damian, a Senator, was killed by an arrow wound.

This Damian was president of theloca Blues; and when the news came to Congtantinople, the indignant Bluesthere made a
great uproar throughout the city, and gathered in crowds to complain violently to the Emperor, while they uttered terrible
threats against Leo and Mathanes. The Emperor pretended to be no less outraged at the affair, and immediately wroteto
order an investigation and punishment of Mathanes by his citizens. But Leo gave him alarge sum of money, so he stopped
inquiry and hisinterest inthe Blues.

With the affair thus unsettled, the Emperor received Mathanes at Constantinople with al favor and esteem. Ashewasleaving
theimperia presence, the Blues, who had been on the lookout for him, attacked him in the very palace and would have killed
him, if some of their party, who had been bribed by L eo, had not stopped them. Who would not call that state most miserable,
inwhich the Emperor accepts bribesto leave an inquiry unfinished, and in which factionigts, while the Emperor isin the palace,
dareto mutiny against one of their own magistrates and lift violent hands against him? However, no punishment for thiswas
ever brought on either Malthanes or those who attacked him. And from thisaone, if you pleased, you could prove the
character of Justinian.

30. FURTHER INNOVATIONS OF JUSTINIAN AND THEODORA, AND A
CONCLUSION

How much he cared for the interests of the State may be seen by what he did to the public couriers and the spies. For the
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preceding Roman emperors, so that they might most quickly and easily have news of enemy invasionsinto any province, of
sedition in the cities or any other unexpected trouble, of the actions of the governors and everyone el se everywherein the
Roman Empire, and aso so that those bringing in the annua taxes might be kept from delay and danger, had established a
system of public couriers everywherein the following manner.

Asaday'sjourney for an active man, they decided on eight stagesin some places, in othersless, but hardly ever lessthan five.
Forty horses were kept for each stage, and groomsin proportion to the number of horses. By frequent relays of the best
mounts, couriers were thus ableto ride aslong adistance in one day aswould ordinarily require ten, and bring with them the
news required. Also the landownersin these provinces, especialy those whose estates were in the interior ' were greatly
benefited by the system, asthey sold a a high price to the government each year their surplus harvests to feed the horses and
the grooms. And accordingly the State received the due tribute from each of these, immediately reimbursing them for furnishing
it: and this was to the advantage of the whole State. Now thisis how things were formerly done.

But thistyrant first suppressed the post from Chalcedon to Dacibiza, and then compelled the couriersto go from
Congantinople to Helenopolis, however littlethey liked it, by sea. Faring in small boats, such aswere usually used for crossing
the dtrait, they were in serious peril if astorm came up. For because speed was demanded of them, they could not wait for
cam westher. In the case of the road to Persia, he permitted the former system to remain; but everywhere dseinthe Eadt, as
far as Egypt, he reduced the number of stages making aday's journey to one, and provided, instead of horses, afew asses.
Consequently news of what happened in each province was brought with greet difficulty, too late to be of any use and long
after the event, and the farm owners got no benefit of their crops which ether rotted or lay idle.

The spieswere organized asfollows. Many men were formerly supported by the treasury, who visited the enemy, especidly
the Persian court, to find out exactly what was going on; on their return to Roman territory, they were able to report to the
Emperorsthe secrets of the enemy. And the Romans, being warned, were on guard and could not be taken by surprise. This
system was a so along-established custom with the Medes; and Chosroes, they say, increased the pay of his spies, and
benefited by the precaution. But Justinian did away with the practice of hiring Roman spies, and in consequence lost much
territory to the enemy, including L azica, which was taken because the Romans had no information as to where the Persian King
waswith hisarmy.

The State had a so always kept alarge number of camels, which carried all the baggage when the Roman army marched
againg thefoe. Thusthe peasants did not have to carry burdens, and the soldierslacked no necessity. But Justinian did away
with dmogt al of these animads. Consequently when the Roman army now marches againg the enemy, itisimpossiblefor it to
be supplied with what it needs. Such wasthe zedl he displayed for the interests of the State.

Thereisnothing like mentioning one of hisridiculous acts. Among the lawyers at Caesarea was one Evangdlius, aman of no
mean distinction, who, favored by thewinds of Fate, became the master of much money and much land. Eventually he bought a
village on the seacoast, named Porphyreon, for three gold centenaries. Learning of this, Justinian immediately took the place
from him, giving him back only asmall fraction of the price he had paid, and uttered the remark that it would never do for
Evangelius, amere lawyer, to be thelord of such avillage. Well, we must stop somewhere when we begin to recall dl these
dories.

This, however, isworth telling among the innovations of Justinian and Theodora. Formerly, when the Senate approached the
Emperor, it paid homage in the following manner. Every patrician kissed him on the right breast; the Emperor kissed the
patrician on the head, and he was dismissed. Then the rest bent their right knee to the Emperor and withdrew. It was not
customary to pay homage to the Queen.

But those who were admitted to the presence of Justinian and Theodora, whether they were patricians or otherwise, fell on
their faces on the floor, stretching their hands and feet out wide, kissed first one foot and then the other of the Augustus, and
then retired. Nor did Theodora refuse this honor; and she even received the ambassadors of the Persians and other barbarians
and gave them presents, asif she werein command of the Roman Empire: athing that had never happened in dl previoustime.

And formerly intimates of the Emperor caled him Emperor and the Empress, Empress; and the other officials according to the
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title of their rank. But if anybody addressed ether of these two as Emperor or Empress without adding ™Y our Maesty” or
"Y our Highness," or forgot to cdl himself their dave, he was consdered either ignorant or insolent, and was dismissed in
disgrace asif he had done some awful crime or committed an unpardonable sin.

And before, only afew were sometimes admitted to the palace; but from the time when these two came to power, the
magisirates and everybody € se had no troubleinfairly living in the paace. Thiswas because the magistrates of old had
administered justice and the laws according to their conscience, and made their decisionswhilein their own offices, while their
subjects, neither seeing nor hearing any injustice, of course had little cause to trouble the Emperor. But these two, taking
control of everything to the misfortune of their subjects, forced everyone to come to them and beg like daves. And dmost any
day one could see the law courts nearly deserted, whilein the hal of the Emperor there was ajostling and pushing crowd that
resembled nothing so much asamob of daves.

Those who were supposed to be in theimperid favor would stand there dl day and most of the night, deepless and foodless,
until they were exhausted; and thisiswhat their presumed good fortune got them. And those who were free of dl this sort of
thing, asked each other what would become of the prosperity of the Romans. For some were sureit was dready in the hands
of the barbarians, and others said the Emperor had hidden it away in hisvarious dwelling places. But only when Justinian, be he
man or King of the Devils, shal have departed thislife, shdl they who then happen to survive him, discover the truth.
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