An Occult View of the War
by CW Leadbeater

The great war isthe onetopic of the day, the one thing about which everyone speaks - the one thing, aso, about which
everyone thinks, and yet vast numbers of people are not thinking rightly about it. There are many who do not know whét to
think. They aretorn by anumber of different ideas, and they find it hard to take abaanced view. On the one Sdethereis often
arush of hatred cdled forth by awful barbarities, by unexampled crudties, on the other sidethereisastrong feding - awell-
founded fedling - that war isan awful and insane thing, which never settles any point properly, because the Sdethat winsina
war need not at al necessarily be dwaysthe right sde. Providence, they say, is on the side of the biggest guns, and the old
mediaeva ideathat war was dways decided by some higher power does not find invariable acceptance in the present day.
People say: "We know war isan evil and awicked thing we know that peaceisright and beautiful; so how can we fight with
any heart?' Y et, on the other hand, when such awful things are happening, isit not every man's duty to do what he can to stay
the evil? So there isa generd uncertainty of feding, and many people hardly know whét line they ought to take.

Perhaps astatement of facts with regard to the war from the inside may help you as to the attitude which we ought to adopt. In
my own mind that attitude is absolutely clear and definite, and | shall endeavour to put it before you with such advantage of
knowledge of theinner side of things as has come to me, because the attitude which men take with regard to thiswar isa
matter of great importance. It is quite true that the one thing to be thought of now isto win. But many of usare not ableto go
and fight, and the attitude that we take with regard to this matter may make the final settlement acomparatively easy thing or an
amost impossible thing, and, therefore, it is not unimportant that we should have the right ideas clearly in our minds.

In order to have clear ideas upon any subject we must first of &l have the facts at our command. Thereisdwaysahidden side
to everything- aside which is unseen by the ordinary man, uncontemplated by the ordinary thinker; yet that unseen sdeis
nearly aways vastly more important and vastly more informing than the sdewhich is seen.

| am going to try to give you some glimpse of the hidden side of this great struggle, and | hope that that may help you to take up
an attitude, to form an opinion, which will be helpful and not harmful; when we come to the settlement later.

On the surface thiswar seems smple enough, athough incredible. All who know anything of thereal history of events- | mean
from the external point of view - know that Germany has been prepared through many, many yearswith a careful, caculated
thoroughness, which has, perhaps, never been equalled in the world, to make a spring at the throat of Europe; just precisely
that - to make atremendous bid for world-domination. | know that even that much is not generdly bdieved in Germany. There
they try to persuade themsalves that they were forced to make this attack; but al of uswho have read the evidence, the Blue
Books, and the various messages interchanged between the countries concerned, know that the attack was absolutely
unprovoked, and that one side had prepared for it in a perfectly marvel ous manner - amanner which isan example of
thoroughnessto the rest of theworld, only unfortunately an example of unparaleled treachery and dishonour aswell. The Allies
were most unfortunately unprepared to aterrible extent- to an extent which has cost avast amount in lives and in suffering.

All that is one the surface and is obvious. Calculated, detailed, and marvel ously unscrupul ous as was the preparation, it has
been fully equalled by the execution, which has been carried out with adeliberate brutality, with afinished cruelty never before
approached. | know that isastrong thing to say, but you have only to read unimpeachable evidence to seethat it istrue.
Unfortunately, | know it to be true. | have had in the course of work on other planes opportunities of observation for myself. |
know that the most awful storiesyou have heard are absolutely founded on fact. | am sorry, but it is s0. We have to face things
asthey are - not as sentimentalism would like to have them. We have to face things as they are, so that actually we have come
to seethat Kipling wasright in his memorable phrase: * We shdl now have to revise our vocabulary: we shal now haveto
divide the inhabitants of the earth into human beingsand - Germans'. | am sorry, but | am telling you the facts of the case.

If you think of it, that isamost amazing thing; and remember that, so far as we have been allowed to hear, there has been no
protest. Just think: | do not want to stir up your passions- it isthe last thing | would desireto do; but just think of the things
which have happened. Remember the "Lusitanid’; remember the"Persa’ and the"Arabic". Think of how many casesthere



have been of attacks upon unprotected towns, the ddliberate murder - averdict of wilful murder has been brought in by a court
over and over again - of non-combatants. Think of that for amoment, and then say how can you account for such athing?

You havedl, | am quite sure, know people belonging to thisrace. |, at least, have known many Germans. | belong to the
Theosophicd Society - a society which has branchesin every country in the world. | have met men of that race. | have know
them, they have been friends of mine. | am surethat the sameistrue of agreat many of you.

Itistruethat in that Theosophica Society we had aforetaste of this endeavour to dominate the world, for the German section
of the Theosophica Society rose againgt the rest of it and tried to obtain supreme power in the Society some years ago, before
thiswar wasin sght. They employed exactly the same weapons that are now being employed by the political agents of the
German press. the same unscrupulous lies, the same discovery of spiesin dl sorts of unexpected places. Weinthe
Theosophical Society went through - on paper of course mainly - asmdl edition of this attempt to capture the whole
organization. We did not understand then; the utter unscrupulousness of it a astounded us. Now we see that it was only part of
the whole German scheme - an attempt to get hold of aworld-wide Society, through which something might have been doneto
hel p the German plan of world-domination. Fortunately, the scheme was defeated, with dl its attendant calumny and treachery.

We have dl known men of German race: were they on the whole the kind of people who would behavein thisfashion? Y ou
know that they were not. Do not you see that this dire change requires accounting for - that it needs something absolutely
unusud, something entirely novel in the way of an explanation? 1 will try to tell you exactly how it did happen - how itis

happening.

Hereisanother point. Wedl of usfed, | think, that we are engaged more or lessin awar of principle, that there are great
principles a stake, that we arefighting for liberty, for what is called democracy. | have not persondly by any meansan
unaloyed admiration of democratic methods; but | do say that democracy at least means an effort towards liberty for the
people, though | think there isagood dedl which is crude and unfinished and unscientific about it.

We arefighting then, surely, for this democracy and liberty on one Side as againgt terrible tyranny and davery onthe other. It is
not only the right of existence of smdler nations. Y ou know it has been quite openly stated in the German press that the day of
small nationsis over, that they have no right to exig. It isnot only that that isit honour, and the kegping of apledge. Y ou know
well how the next man bel ow the Emperor described a solemn treaty as" Only ascrap of paper” and could wish to go to war
merely for this scrap of paper. Itisagaing that kind of thing that we are fighting. The fact that our enemy has miscal culated
doesnot, after dl, make the matter any better: the fact that they cynically judged us by themselves - that they supposed that
Ireland would be certain to rebel (because it seemed on the verge of civil war) if England were attacked; the fact that they
believed that you, in Austrdia, with our fellow citizens of the Empire in Canada and the Cape of Good Hope, would all take
the opportunity to break away - that iswhat they expected. They calculated on all that. They have miscal culated, but that does
not make their case any better.

So quite clearly we are standing for principles. And | can tell you this- that more truly than you know, and on agreater scae
than you know, isthisaquestion of principle.

We know that there are forces which work against evolution aswell as those which work in favour of it. We know that thereis
frequently asmdl, even apersonal, struggle taking place between these forces over individuas, and sometimes over what seem
to us quite small things. But we know aso that now and then great world-crises arise, where good and evil set themsalves
againg one another in serried array, and humanity isinfluenced by these powers and driven into taking part on one side or the
other. Thelast occasion on which so great aworld-struggle took place wasin Atlantis some twelve or thirteen thousand years
ago. Therewas a great fight then between those who were on the side of good and those who were on the side of sdlfishness.

We may read something of the Lords of the Dark Facein Atlantisin the Secret Doctrine. Madame Blavatsky devotes much
time and energy to expounding their line of work. We must try to understand that there may be people who are doing whét to
us seems absolutdy evil, and yet they may think themsdavesjudtified in ther action. They may think that the linewhich they are
taking isnot evil, but in the long run good. It istrue that when they say: "in thelong run good,” | think they generally mean good
for themsalves; but these Lords of the Dark Face had their own view of evolution, and to themsalvesthey judtified it, much



aong thelinein which some peoplein these daystry to justify the action of Judas | scariot on the ground that he was more
anxious than the rest that the Master as glory should be shown to the world, and so he put his Master in aposition where he
thought that He must show for the His glory. However incredible it may seem, that view isgravely put forward by some
writers.

TheLordsof the Dark Facein Atlantis were intensfying themselves as separated beings against the stream of evolution. WE
hold that the trend of evolution istowards unity - that this vast multiplex Universe that we see around usis al the expression of
One Mighty Power, and that asfrom Him we all came out, so to Him one day we shall al return - not losing our sense of
individuaity, not losing the memory and the benefit of al our experience, but certainly risng ever higher and higher into perfect
redisation of our unity with Him. Therefore, we know it to be pleasing to Him that we should work ever towardsthat unity. But
those who hold the opposite view think that the Deity sets up this current which we call evolution in order that we may
strengthen ourselves by fighting againgt it; and although we do not believe that , we can seethat it isapossbleview, anditis
clear that men who hold it will not live at al aswe do. Wethink that such people are vitaly in error, that they are alowing
themsalves to be clouded by the lower sdif; ill we seethat they try to justify their position by acertain line of argument. Itis
not necessary to suppose that those Lords of the Dark Face were doing evil for evil's sake; but they held what we consider a
wrong and sdlfish view asto theintention of the Deity. | have myself heard some of their successors of the present day say:

"Y ou people think you know what GOD means; your Masters hold these views, and, of course, you follow Them. But we
have adifferent view; we are following the traditions of avery ancient school and we contrive to hold our own fairly well".

In Atlantis this atitude led, among the ordinary and commonplace followers, to extreme selfishness and sensudity, to generd
unscrupulousness and irresponsibility. It led to an extraordinary condition in which each man set up an image of himsdlf and
worshipped that asaGod - aperversion of the perfectly trueideathat God iswithin everyone of us, and that if you cannot find
Him within yoursdf it isusdlessto look for Him elsewhere. So it came about that there was avast revolution against the Ruler
of the Golden Gate, and practicaly the good and evil forces which are always seeking to influence the world found physica
expression in that great series of battlesin Atlantis. In that case the mgority of the population was distinctly on the sde of evil,
and the evil won. Because the evil won, it was necessary, more than one thousand years afterwards, to whelm that great idand
of Posaidonis beneath the waters of the Atlantic: and sixty five million died within twenty four hoursin that great cataclysm.

Thistime once more the forces of good and evil have materiaised themselves here on the physica plane, and the mighty
contest has come down again to thislevel. Remember, we are the same people who werein Atlantis, and it is probable that we
took our part in the struggle - with the minority, let us hope - yet perhaps some of uswith the mgority; it isalong time ago, and
we cannot be certain.

| remember reading aterrible story (fiction only, | hope, for it could hardly have been actud fact) of the recovered memory of a
past incarnation. There was once aman, an earnest and devout Christian, who through the accident of subjecting himsdlf to
mesmeric treatment, found that in atrance condition he was able to gain glimpses of what he fdt to be past lives of hisown.
Incredulous at firdt, the strength and vividness of his experiences soon forced him to admit that they must be real reminiscences,
and in thisway he acquired much interesting information about mediaeva periods. The arosein hismind awild but fervent hope
that if he could press his memory further he might discover that he had been on earth during the lifetime of Jesus; he yearned
inexpressibly for aglimpse of that Divine Presence; heimagined himself following and ecdtatically worshipping the Lord whom
he so loved; he even dared to hope that perhaps he might have had the supreme honour of martyrdom for hisfaith. Further and
further in successve trances he pushed back hisrecollection, until at last with inexpress ble thankfulness and awe he redlised
that he had trodden the sacred soil of Palestine at the very same time as that majestic Figure. And then, with ashock soterrible
that it left him adying man, he knew the gppaling truth that in thet life of long ago he had been arabid unit in an angry crowd
ydlingwildly: "Crucify Him crucify Him!".

| trust devoutly that we were: on the right Sdein that stupendous struggle in Atlantis; but however that may have been, at least
the very same people are having their change again now, but this time the mgority thank Heaven, ison the sde of the good,
and the good will win. The very fact, that many who were of the wrong side then are on the right side now, isfull of hope and
cheer for us, for it showsthat in spite of al appearancesto the contrary the world is evolving; and, however disheartening are
our failures, we are on the whole better men than we were twelve thousand years ago. Therefore we may hopeto avoid for



some thousands of years to come a cataclysm on the tremendous scale that sank Poseidonis. But if the evil won the cataclysm
would follow; it must follow, for the Dety intends that humanity deliberately castsitsdf our of theline of evolution, that
particular set of bodies and minds must be wipe our, and must begin again under other conditions. The soulswill come back to
birth again presently, scattered all over the world in various countries so that there can no longer be the same terrible strength
of united unscrupul ousness that has made that nation adanger to the world.

We must not think, if we can help it (I know how hard it isto help it that a the people who fight on the side of the evil are
necessaxily al wicked people. Unquestionably many of them are gppallingly wicked; but equally unquestionably many of them
are not S0 by nature; they are victim of amighty obsession so tremendousin its power that if you and | had been subjected to it
we too might not have seen our way clear through it and come our of it unstained; who can tell? Thousands and thousands of
people, as good aswe, have not come through it satisfactorily. The power behind which is contrary to evolution can and does
seize upon awhole nation and obsessit and influenceit. It istruethat it cannot do that (just asisthe case with individual
obsession) unlessthereisin the obsessed something or other which responds. But if there be in any nation amgjority, or even a
powerful minority, which - perhaps through pride, perhaps through grossness and coarseness, through not having opened up
aufficiently thelove Sde of the nature, through having given itself too entirely, too unscrupuloudy to developing intellect - is
aready in that condition of ready responseto evil, then the rest of the nation, the weaker people, are smply swept along with
them, and they cannot see straight for thetime. We must try to redlisethat .

What, then, wasthere isin Germany which has made this awful obsesson possible? | find part of the answer to thisquestionin
aremarkable set of gatisticswhich | cam across recently. They are taken from abook caled The Soul of Germany, written by
aProfessor of the University of Erlangen, in Bavaria. He makes acomparison between the amount of certain kinds of crime
which came before the Courtsin England and in Germany in aperiod of ten years. It must be remembered, in making such a
comparison, that the population of Great Britain is about forty million, while that of Germany is seventy million; so that we must
add 75 per cent to the English numbersto seewhat, if the two countries stood at an equa level of moral devel opment, we
might reasonably expect to find in Germany; but even after making this alowance we shdl see atruly appalling digproportion.
Forgive meif the statistics are unsavoury, but we want to understand how this ghastly condition of affairs has arisen.

The professor takesfirg the crime of maicioudy or felonioudy wounding. Of thisthere occurred in England during the ten
years 1261 cases, so we might expect in Germany about 2200, the actual number is 172, 153.

During the same time there were in England 97 murders, which would lead us to estimate those in Germany at 170; the number
givenis 350 - dmost exactly double what might be expected; and there is afurther complication due to the fact that (we read)
there are hundreds upon hundreds of man-killingsin the Fatherland which the German law does not technically term murders-
which therefore, do not appear in murder statistics.

Of rapestherewerein Britain 216, which should give 380 in Germany; there were actually 9,381. Cases of incest were with us
56; we might, therefore, look for about 100 in Germany, but we find 573.

The number of illegitimate children was with us 37,041- a sufficiently shameful total, which should lead usto look for perhaps
65,000 in the larger country; instead of thisthere are 178, 115.

Of malicious damage to property- a peculiarly mean and cold - blooded crime - | regret to say that we had in England 358, so
on the same scale there might have been 627 in the Fatherland; but there redlly were no less than 25,759.

God forbid that we should set ourselves up to be sdlf-righteous; we English have our faults, and grave faults; but when we
examine those gtatistics we cannot but redlise that there has been adifference in the average level of morality; we begin to see
how this incredible and awful obsession has happened, and why it was that the plan originally made by the Great Onesfor this
particular little bit of human evolution could not be carried out.

It was hoped that the Fifth Root Race would stand as w whole. And the hope was nearly realised. The Powersthat stand
behind human evolution worked long through Their pupilsto prevent this catastrophe. Whether those Powers knew dl thetime
that the [abour would not achieveitsend, | cannot tell. We sometimesthink of Them as knowing beforehand al that will



happen; whether They do or not, | know not, but at least it is certain that in many cases They work most earnestly to produce
certain results, and to give to men certain opportunities. Through the failure of humanity to take the chances offered, the results
may not then be attained. They are dways eventudly attained, but often they are postponed for what to us seems an enormous
time. The Great Deity of the solar system, the LOGOS himself, knows perfectly dl that will happen, and knows who will take
his chances and who will not. That we must believe; whether al who work under Him aso know that we cannot tell. Certainly |
know that a great conflict between good and evil forces has been long impending over us. | know also that it need not have
taken precisely the form it hastaken, if only some of those to whom great opportunities were offered had risen to the level of
those opportunities and had taken them.

Some have taken them. This mighty British Empire has been formed and has been welded together by bonds of close affection
inaway in which no Empire has ever been united before. There was a huge Roman Empire; but it was sdf-interest, the Roman
peace; and the power of Rome which held that together. It was not the love for Rome of those subject races at dl. There have
been other vast Empiresin the past, but they were held together by force, not by love. But what €l se than love holds this
Empire together? England, the little Mother State, has no wish to coerceit. Once she did, under utterly mistaken direction by
an obgtinate King and afoolish Minigter, try to coerce the American colonies. The only result of that wasthat nearly half of
what should have been the Empireis not part of it now, though it is being bound closdly to it by other ties. It should have been
al with this one great Empire; that was the plan, but the stupidity of man overthrew that part of it. England has made no later
effort to coerce the far mightier Dominions attached to her. She has|eft them perfectly free; yet they are bound to her more
close now than they ever were before.

I'T was hoped that the other nation which belong to our sub- race would join in agreat confederation. Americaand England
have been drawn closdly together, so that war between them is now scarcely thinkable; at the hope was that Scandinavia and
Germany would have comeinto asmilar friendship, but Germany would not comein. There has been for many yearsacurious
and undesirable form of nationd spirit arising in the country. Thereis plenty of evidences asto this. Read the German literature,
and you will see perfectly wdl the direction in which for forty years and more its people have been going. Because of their
intense pride, because of the teaching of brutdity and of force, of blood and iron instead of the law of love, and because of the
low leve of generd mordity which isthe direct consequence of such teachingsthey have laid themsel ves open to the dreadful
obsession, and some of the great Lords of the Dark Face have again taken their place among then.

Prince Bismarck was such an once as Madame Blavatsky told uslong ago. While he was dill dive he laid His plansfor the
subjugation of Europe. Y ou may be thankful he has no survived till the present, for his plan were far wiser than those of the me
who have followed him. Long ago Madame Blavatsky explained to us that he had considerable occult knowledge, and that
before the war wit France in 1870 he had travelled physically to certain points to the north the south, the east and the west of
France, and had there cast spells of some sort, or made magnetic centres with the object of preventing effective resstance to
the German armies. Undoubtedly the French collapse at the time was so complete and unexpected that it seemed to need some
unusua explanation.

In the course of the work of theinvisible helpers on the battle-field | have severa times encountered and spoken to the Prince,
who naturaly watcheswith the keenest interest dl that happens; and some monthsago | had an interesting conversation with
him. Speaking of the War, he said that if we were servants of the Hierarchy and students of Occultism we must know that
Germany wasin theright. One of our party, becoming somewhat indignant, replied that al the rest of the world waswilling to
be at peace, that Germany had made an unprovoked attack, and had caused dl thisawful carnage, and was therefore entirely
inthewrong. But the Prince said:

"No, no; you do not understand. Thisisa struggle which had to come - a struggle between the forces of law and order, science
and culture on the one hand, and on the other those of disorder and license, and the degrading tendencies of democracy. It
does not matter how it started. If, as you say, Germany began it by an act of unexampled aggression, what of that? It isfate; it
had to be - if not in thisway, then in some other; and thisway offered us the best chance of success; though for my part, |
should have st al these nations to fight one another first, and | should have stepped in when they were dl exhausted”.

We maintained that we also loved law and order, science and culture, but we wished aong with them to have liberty and



progress. The Prince would have none of such ideal's he declared that democracy cared nothing for culture, but wished to drag
everybody down to acommon level, and that the lowest; that it desired law to rob and restrain the rich, but itself would obey
no law; thet it had no conception of liberty under law (which isthe only true liberty) but desired atriumph of utter lawlessness,
inwhich selfish might should rule, and only those should be restrained who wished to live and work as free men. Further, he
said that if we oursalves served the true inner Government of the world we must know that it isthe very opposite of al
democratic theories, and that therefore it is Germany, and not England, who isfighting for theideals of the hierarchicd
Governmen.

"Which", he asked, "is nearer to the true ideal of aKing - our Kaiser, who holds his power from GOD aone, or your King
George, who can strike our no line of his own, whose every action islimited by hisministers and his parliament, so that he can
do no real good? And the French President, what is he but the scum momentarily thrown to the top of aboiling mass of
corruption?"

Wewere most indignant at such aninsult to our brave Allies; but we could not but admit that there was amodicum of truth in
some of hisearlier remarks. Wetried to tell him that, though we shared his utter disbelief in the methods of democracy, we
thought it a necessary intermediate stage through which the world had to pass on itsway to anobler freedom, because a
scheme (however good ) which was forced upon a people could never lead to its ultimate evol ution; but that men must learn to
choose the good for themsealves with open eyes, to renounce their brutal selfishness, not because they were driven to do so at
the point of the sword, but because they themsalves had learnt to see the higher way and the necessity that each should control
himsdlf for the good of dl.

The Prince was absolutely unconvinced ; he said that our plan was Utopian, and that we could never bring the canaille to
understand such congderations - that the only way to deal with them was the method of blood and iron, forcing them for their
own ultimate good (and meantime for our convenience) into the life which we who were wiser saw to be best for them.

When some of thiswas later reported to the King of England, he smiled, and said quietly:

"l believe that GOD has called meto the position which | hold, just as much as He has caled my imperia cousinthe Kaiser; |
rule not by force, but because my people love me, and | want no higher title than that".

| fear we must admit the Prince's claim that man asawholeisnot yet fit for freedom; but he can never becomefit unlessheis
alowed to try the experiment. Of course at first he will go wrong just as often as he will go right. We shdl have an intermediate
period when things are not a al as they should be, when they are not by any means aswell managed as they would be under a
benevolent despotism. Nevertheless we shdl never get men to advance unless we leave them a certain amount of freedom. We
must pass through this unlovely stage of democratic mismanagement, in order to get atime when the government of the people
will be the government of the best. At present frankly it isnot that. Aristocracy means government by the best; democracy
means government by the people. We hope for atime when democracy and aristocracy will be one. We expect to reach that
by our system; we should never get there along the line of military despotism. That isthe real fundamental point at issue; sowe
seethat thisWar isessentidly one of principles.

If any should be inclined to doubt that a whole nation can be so obsessed from behind, anation which has agreet ded that is
beautiful inits past history, which has produced some redlly fine people - if any should be disposed to doubt that, let him take
the official German statements, and read the proclamations of HisImperid Mgesty the Kaiser; the proclamationsin which he
gpeaks of himsdlf (and probably he believesit) as commissioned by God to govern the world; in which he says." On me spirit
of God has descended. | guard my whole task as appointed heaven. Who opposes me | shall crush to pieces. Nothing must
settled in thisworld without the intervention of the German Emperor. Seethe insane pride of this, and redlize that the whole
nation, so far we know, applauds and approve Read Mr. Owen Wister's " embodiment of composite statement of Prussianism,
compiled sentence by sentence from the utterances of Prussians, the Kaiser and his generals, professors, editors and Nietzsche
; partit said in cold blood, years before the war, and dl of it adeclaration of faith now being ratified by action”. Re.. .. thecalm
gatement: "Weak nation have not the right to live powerful nations. The world haslonger need of little nationdities’. The
Belgians should not be shot dead; they should be so left as to make impossible all hope of recovery. Thetroops areto treet the
Bedgian civil population with unrdenting severity and frightfulness'. Remember dl the horrors of the sinking of the "L ustanid’,



and remember how that great German nation went mad with joy over the daughter of non-combatants, of hel pless women and
children. Except by that theory of obsession how can we account for it? As| have said many of us have known people of that

nation. Were they such people as would have agreed to anything of that kind? Of course they were not; no more than you or 1.
Unquestionably it istrue that the powers from behind are working through these people now.

Thisisthered explanation of dl that seems so incomprehensible; these peoplethat fight us are not fighting only of themselves.
They are directed by a power of will far stronger than their own, and they are driven on to do awful things. They arewilling
enough to be driven, for that isdl part of the obsesson. The men who drive them are utterly unscrupulous, and will use any
means whatever to gain their end, for they know nothing of what we mean by right or wrong. They hold it asamanly duty to
kill our al emotion or sympathy, because they consider such fedings aweakness. They are pitiless, exactly asashark is. The
daughter or torture of thousands or millionsis nothing whatever to them, so long asthey gain their end.

It this had not been; if the Fifth Sub- Race had dl combined together to present a perfect front, we should still have had a
conflict, but it would have been with some tremendous uprising of the much less developed races - perhaps another attempt
such as Attilamade to overturn Europe. The evil would have expressed itsdlf, but it would have been among the backward
nations. It isagreat victory for the powers that stand for darkness that they can take a nation supposed to be in the forefront of
civilisation, and twist that to their ends.

We must not think that that all the members of that nation are wicked people. We must not let oursalves be brought down to
their level. They have made it their specia boast to set up a stream of hatred towards us, to compose hymns of hate and teach
them to the innocent school-children. We must not be led away into such foolishness at that. We must have no single thought of
hatred. We shall hear of incredible brutality and horror on their part; but if we wish to take the occult point of view we must
have no shadow of hatred in our heartsfor dl thisbut only pity.

Thetragedy of Belgium has horrified the world. It has been one of the most terrible things that the world has ever know; but the
tragedy of the mora downfal of Germany is greater even than that - that such agreat nation, with such possbilities, should sink
tothis. That is, in truth, amore awful thing to see than al the pain and misery of countless ruined homes. That arace which
produced Goethe and Schiller should so fal asto become a byword among the nations, so that for centuries to come al decent
men will be ashamed of nay connection with it, and none shal speak its name without a shudder of horror- surdly that isa
tragedy unequalled since the world began.

Therefore not hatred, but pity should fill our minds. But on no account and under no circumstances must our pity be alowed to
degenerate into weakness, or to interfere with our absolute firmness. We stand for liberty, for right, for honour, and for the
keeping of the pledged word of the nation, and that work which has come into our hands must be done, and it must be done
thoroughly. But we must do it because we stand on the side of the Deity, because we arein very truth the Sword of the Lord,
becausethisis, indeed, aholy war, in afar deeper and more real sense than were the Crusades of old. Let ustake care that we
do not spoil our work and our attitude by such an unworthy passion as hatred. We do not hate the wild beast that is attacking
our children, but we suppressit. We do not hate amad dog, but for the sake of humanity we shoot it. We do not hate the
scorpion we tread under foot, but we tread on it effectively. We do not hate alunatic; we are sorry for him; but we defend our
dear ones againg his attack with unflinching determination, and we have no hesitation in taking whatever steps are necessary to
deprive him of the power to do further harm. There must be no thought of hatred, but there must be no weskness. There must
be no sickly sentimentality or wavering. There are those who clamour that the mad dog is our brother, and that it is unfraterna
to shoot him. They forget that the men whom his bite would doom to an awful deeth are also our brothers, and that they have
thefirst claim on our consideration. Germany isthe mad dog of Europe, and must be suppressed thoroughly and at al costs.
"Thereforefight, O Arjuna’. Remember, we are fighting for the liberty of the world; Germany itsdlf is part of that world, and we
arefighting to free Germany from its obsession.

Let ushavethat well in our minds, and we shal begin to see what isthe attitude we must take with regard to thisterrible war;
and if wedo our duty unflinchingly in maintaining that attitude we shal makethefind settlement infinitely eeser. Whenthisis
over, asit will be over presently, when the Struggleis of the past, there will still remain the aftermath. Those among the Allies
who have hated will find their hatred turning into fiendish gleein their victory; but having dlowed themsalvesto beturned aside



form the true view of the Struggle, those people will bein no condition to understand camly and rationally what isto be done. It
isonly those who have kept their heads, who have shown themselves philosophers, but nevertheless puissant soldiersto stand
and dtrikefor theright - it is only they who will be able to judge what can be done, and what is best for the world.

So we who are Theosophists should hold afirm and steady attitude, and not alow oursalves to be mided. The path of wisdom
is, asusud, arazor edge. We must not fall over on one side or the other; we must have neither weakness nor vindictiveness,
but agrasp of thered reasonsfor it dl, and of what it isthat isreally happening.

The egos that have been swept into this vortex of hate on the wrong side of the fight will come back again; they will recover. It

isindeed aterrible thing to throw onesalf open to such an obsession. They will have along way to climb, just as had those who
went wrong in Atlantis; but thousands of those who were on the wrong sidein Atlantis are no the right side now, and that isan

omen of great hope for us. The world has advanced, otherwise the evil would win again; and thistimeit will not win.

So our atitude must be one of unselfishness and of firm attention to duty. But we must do our duty becauseit is our duty, and
not because of any personal fedling of hatred, or even of horror. We cannot but fedl horror at the awful things that have been
done, at the deliberate way the have been judtified, at the terrible things that have been said. We can not help fedling horror, but
neverthelesswe must try to hold ourselves steady, with iron determination asto what isto be done, but yet with readiness
when dl thisis over to take one more the philosophical point of view.

The Lord who isto come - dthough when He came last time He said to His people: "I come not to bring peace but asword"”,
is neverthel ess the Prince of Peace, the Lord of Love and the Lord of Life; and when love and life and peace can befor the
people. Hewill lead them in to love and life and peace. But when the people have made that impossible for themsavesfor this
incarnation, where these things cannot be for them, there will be other side of the prophecy come true, that those who draw the
sword will perish by the sword.

Inthe midst of raging selfishnesslet ustry to livein utter unsalfishnesslet us be full of trust, because we know; however dark
and difficult things may be, we cling to the certainty that evolution isworking. We went down in that great conflict in Atlantis,
and yet we never logt our faith in thefina triumph of good. Thistime good will triumph even the outer world; but remember,
victory will be achieved only by the grestest effort, by the most utter determination, and the most thorough federation and trust
among the people who are chosen to rule the world and to do the work. To Germany a so agreat opportunity was offered. To
the egosincarnated there an opportunity is offered even now of protest and of martyrdom. They have not taken it so far, but
there may yet be those among them who will takeit. | trust and hope that it may be so; that there will be those who will shake
off the nightmare of obsession, who will say: "Kill usif you will, but wewill not sharein these horrors, we will denounce them”.
Those people will earn abetter fate than their fellow-countrymen.

Let ustakeit dl as part of the development of the great world. That war isan awful thing, wrong and wicked in itself, none can
doubt; also that it isan utterly irrationa way of deciding a disputed point. The karmaof the man who provokesawar ismore
gppaling than the human mind can concelve. But for those upon whom it isforced, asif hasin this case been forced upon us, it
may be the lesser of two evils. Sinceit had to be, those who stand behind and direct the evolution of theworld are
unquestionably utilisng it for great and high purposes, and thus wringing good out of the very heart of ill. Horrific asitis, it has
yet lifted thousands upon thousands of people clear out of themsalves, out of their petty parochiaism into world-wide
sympathy, out of selfishnessinto the loftiest altruism- lifted them into the region of theidedl. It hasraised them at one stiroke
more than many lives under ordinary conditionswould raiseaman.

Y ou know how nobly people have thrown away their lives - not even for their country in the ordinary sense of the word.
Remember that we were not in immediate danger, though that would inevitably have come later. It was not sdf-defense; it was
the honour of the flag; it was the name of England; the sacredness of a promise; the duty of standing by the weak and defending
them againg brutality. It wasfor anided in the truest and noblest sense of the word that your fellow-countrymen have shed
their blood, and just because they gave to the uttermost that they had to give, they have by that very act raised themselves
greatly in the scae of humanity. The ordinary man has not effort such asthis. It istrue that wonderful and beautiful sdlf-sacrifice
isoften shown by individuasin ordinary life: aman will give up al hishopes and ambitionsto minister to somereaion whois
weak and ailing; but still those opportunities come only here and there. | suppose nothing el se than a colossal war could have



offered an opportunity for so splendid an outburst from so many smultaneoudy.

Remember that unselfish and awakened egos are needed at this very moment for the Sixth Sub- Race, which isbeginning in
Americaand Audtral-asia. Perhaps there was no other way to get them in sufficient numbers and in asufficiently short time,
except through some great world-conflict. Be thankful that we, at least, are on theright sidein this. Be thankful, you who send
to thisgreat War those whom you love, that the opportunity has come to them thus to advance themselvesin oneincarnation
more than otherwise they could have donein ascore of lives. Y ou have sorrow and suffering and pain as your share; but you
are offering that suffering for the freedom of the world; and remember that you who send the soldier are thereby aso taking
your part in thefight, and that the very sorrow and pain through which you passislifting you, just as his devotion to duty has
lifted him. Many of those who diewill beworthy of birth in the new Sub-Race, but so aso will be many of the women who
have bravely sent forth their nearest and dearest to answer to their country's call. They have given up husband or son or
brother. They win the advantage by that noble sacrifice just as much as the men who go and stand in the firing line.

There are many who cannot for one reason or another go and fight, though | hold very strongly that everyone who can should
do so. But we can dl do something to help. Some of usaretoo old to fight ourselves - or so the can take up the work of some
younger man and set him freeto go. That | have done mysdlf. So you may dl bear your shareinthis. All can help, and
furthermore, dl must help, certainly dl should be on the Side of theright in amatter like this, and al should do whatever they
canto help in any one of the many indirect waysthat are possible.

Wearedl trying, so far asmay be, to prepare for the coming of the Great Teacher. Redlize that this great War is part of the
world-preparation, and that, however terrible it may be, there isyet the other side - the enormous good that is being done to
individuas. Perhgpsin the distant future when we cometo look back upon it al with greater knowledge and with wider
purview, we shdl seethat the good has outweighed dl the frightful evil, and that though the old order changeth, giving placeto
new, itisonly that God may fulfil Himsdf in many ways.



